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Fire of the Kjne * 
Or, Certain Is 3 I 
ME 
| HOW TO | {A 
- ack the Soul into Holy Flames, Before, |. | 3 


At, and After, the Receiving the 4A 
Bleſſed Sacrament of the 1 


| LORDs SUPPER. ( 
| With ſuitable Prayers and Dewvortvrs, | | 

To which is prefix*d +4 
A DIALOGUE betwixt a Chriſtian and 


his own Conſcience concerning hee 
True Nature of te... 
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To my Beloved Pariſhioners , the 
Inhabitants of St. Mary le 
Strand, and the Precind of 


the Savoy. — 


| | « 


Treatiſe upon the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, 


The CRUCIFIED JESUS: 
Tet I was willing to let theſe Directi- 
ons come forth, to prepare your Hearts 
for thoſe larger Meditations, not 


but that there are Books enough al. 


ready writ upon this Subject, and by 


abler Pens too: But you having for 


ſome years paſt known my Conver{att- 


on, my Temper, my Exhortations, and 


my manner of Spraking ana Writing; 
I thought ſomething of this Nature 
might be more uſefui to you, than other 
mare eliborate Lucubrations. There 


A 3 


Hough J intend you a larger 


by the Name and Title of 


* 


"Fae Epiſtle. * 


is nothing 1 am more afraid of, than 
that the generality of you, both young 
and old, either have not, or will not 
have, right Apprehenfions of that Chri. 
ftinn Religion you profeſs ſome bez 
zug apt to place it in 4 careleſs, caſto- 
mary Belief of the Doctrine: Some 
in leaving a few notorious Sins; O- 
thers in ſaying their Prayers; Others 
zn doing no body wrong; Others again 
in having good De fires, and pious In- 
clinations. All which Opinions are 
Notorious Miſtakes of the Nature and 


Temper of Chriſtianity, which imports 


a change of Mature, Diſpoſition, and 


acting contrary to the Humonrs, Paf- 
ons, Manners, Cuſtoms, and Deport- 


ment of the World: And this is it 1 


muſt ſee, and perceive in you, before 
can conclude, that my pains and 


Labours among you have not been in 
VAIN, 8 

Brethren, My Hearts Deſire and 
Prayer. to God for you, is, That you 
may be ſaved. TI will aſſure you this i 


uo Complement, uc form of Speech, no 


Woras 


Ded A. 


Words in courſe; but the ardent V 1% 
of my Soul, and my fervent Prayers 
Day yt Night : 1 is is the Defire of 
my Soul in private, and in public 
for this I fili my Mouth with Arg us 
ments to that Goa who heareth Pray- 
ers, even then when you do not think 
of me: For this I ſtudy and take pains, 
and am willing to ſpend ; ay ſelf, and to 
be ſpent ; and your Salvation is the 
great Object of my Care: For this End 
venture your Anger, and careſs your J 
Love: For this Eud I walk blameleſs- 
among JO, and am tender of your Mel. 
fare: For this End 1 reprove and 
exhort, and intreat you, and run, and 
ſpend my Breath, and all, that you may 
be ſaved, 

Jam not ignorant of the Devise 
Devices; ; 1 am ſenſible of the Nature - * 
of Sin how apt it is to deceive you ;. and 
though 1 am not with you in all pla- 
analy ces, I [ze by the effects, how the Enemy e- 
you of your Souls deals with you, and m_ 

's ts wil be the iſſue of a Careleſs Life. 
„ 20 conſt der the Shrieks of the Dares in 


ora - "8 6 Hell, 


F 8 


5 
2 
| 
* 
** 


N a 
* 4 we 


; * n 
* # _— 


1 


— r S N 5 — — > 
* . . 
aps, - *. . 
o * 1 = _ LY 
"I Pt | n » LAS * . 2 #7 - 
n 4 . Mx. W if = 
F mg A *« r 7 enen 
- * n 1 
Q 1 a 5 * * W * * A 
— "IT * 1 
* 
, 25 F 
8 i 
= 
p < A l 
1 
©” Wa 
# . 


// ET EI: > rl 
5 a EY pt pts a ne 4 N N * 3 
” * 


* 4 ; * ** 1 PE 77 4 $4 j 
o 9. +» * * 
5 7 * LI 5 
A * r 
n wa. dre ety re Ig a 
1 * * 1 9 9 
I r $3 ht? 
4 


a | 
Fleli, and would ſain keep you from that 
eangerons Gulph. I ſee you ſtund upon 
the Brink of Deſtruction, and cannot 
{orbvear calling to you, O, do your 
telves no harm! 7 he greateſt Kindneſs 
jon can do me, the greateſt Gratitude 
you can expreſs, the greateſt Civility 
and Reſpect you can ſbem me, is 10 < 
according to the wholſome Counſels I do 
give you: Whatever Conſtructions ſome 


of you may put upon theſe Adjurations, 


the Searcher of all Hearts knows this 
to be true, That Iwill rejoice in nothing 
fo much as in your Obedience to the 


Goſpel. 


I would fain rejoice with you in the 
Great Day of the Lord Jeſus : I would 
fain ſee yon Glorious Saints in the 
Everlaſting - Manſions: I would fain 
fee you ine A Stars in the Firma- 
ment of Heaven : I would ſee you tri. 


bims, and join the Celeſtial Choir in 


Eterna! Praiſes. Think what a if. 
mal Sight it will be in that Day to (ce 
ſome of you weeping and homling * 

ax the 


umph with Angels, ſing with Cheru- | 
V 
; 


- ;, — * 


Dedicatory. . 


Father's Ring dom. We that meet to- 
ether in the Church Militant here, 
What a happy, What a glorious Sight 
would it be, to meet all in the Church 
lit, 7 riumphant, when theſe Bodies do drop 
2 rom ts | | HED. 
It is no ſmall Grief to me, to ſee 
ome of you who have lived for ſome 
Tears under my Miniſtry, given to the 
ſame Sins and inordinate Deſires, as 
ing Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Lying, Cheating, 
he Diſſembling, Malice, Wrath, Hatred, 


Paſſion, Careleſsneſs, and neglett ofthe _ 
Lord's Supper, Quarrelling, fooliſh Feft- 


ing, filthy Talk, Frothineſs, Pride, Un- 


wei would have healed jou, and you 


eech jon. 
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e burning Lake, that might have 1 
feaſted with the Son of God, in his 


cleanneſs, & c. they were formerly ena- 
moured with: Certainly this muſt-ve an 


ould not be healed. To this EH 


Ba; 


Argument againſt you in that Day, when 
God ſhall judge the Secrets of Man | 
by the Everlaſting Goſpel. O lets n 
be forced to complain of jou, that. 


_— 


The Epiſtle 
i. To make the Rules in the follo p- 
ing 1 reatiſe familiar to you. There is 
nothing in it, but what youll find ex- 
act apreeable to that Word, on which | 
you buili your Faith, By making them 
| familiar to you, I do not only mean get. 
ting them by Heart, but applying your 
ſelves to the ſerious: practice of them, 
till you get a Habit of thoſeVirtues. A 
ſingle Act now and then, when you are 
in a Religious Humour, will do no good; 
but jou miſt labour at them ſo long, till 
they come to be incorporated with yout 
Spirits, ad mingle with your Comple x- 
ion, and Conſtitution.  _ 

2. To oblige your Childrea, and 
Servants to learn theſe Rules without 
Book , and to aamoniſo them to try 
and fee, whether they obſerve them in | 
their Behaviour and Converſation ; to 
ask them often, Whether their Actions 

are agreeable to theſe Rules, and whether 
they are not afraid of loſing God's fa- 

8 by neg tecling /o great Salvati- 

On | | | 


Dedicatory. 


Bui then you muſt ſhew then 2 
good Example; for all your Exhor- 


tations will be but Wind, while ges 
do not Expreſs the poſſibility of li- 


ding up to theſe Rules in your own 
Lives. Tour Example will make 


theſe Chriſtian Virtues amiable, and 


jour Practice muſt} ſhew ,, that you be- 
lieve them neceſſary. And Oh hom 


comfortable will it be upon your Death 


beds, and what Joy will this Teſtimo- 
ny of your Conſcience cauſe, that in 


Godly Simplicity and Sincerity, not 


according to fliſhly Wiſdom, but ac- 
cording lo the Grace of God, you 
have had your Converſation in the 


World? God will love you, even he, 


whoſe Loving kindneſs is better than 


Life it ſelf : His: Love will cloſe your” 


Eyes: His Love will whiſper the 


glad Tidings of Happineſs in your 2 
Ears : His Love will be wur 
Guide through the ſhadow and Fal 


ley of Death; and this Gates "of 1 
ſee Jois ſafe within the Love will 
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| The Epiſtle, &c. 1 
4 bleſſed Eternity, Which Love that | 
it may become your Portion and Inhe- | 


ritance, is, and ſhall be, the hearty 
Wiſh and Prayer of 
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Your Faithful Friend and 
Miniſter in Chriſt Feſus. 


A. HORNECK. 


Tur. 
TRUE NATURE. 
OF THE 
Chriſtian Religion 
INA 


Dialogue betwixt a Chriſtian and, 
his own Conſcience. 


——— — 


— — — 


( nſeience 


* , Rouze, thy ſelf, an 
awake, thou ſlumbring Sinner, 
and think, what that Religi- = 
on means, thou doſt profeſs; 2 

and tell me ingeniouſly what it is to be Mi 

a Chriſtian ? 

Chriſtian. It is not only to profeſs ne 

Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, but alſo to live, 

as he lived; 4 have the are Mg __ 
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2 The true Nature of the 
Spirit ia me, that was in him: to ac upon 


the great Principle of an unſeen ever- | 
laſting Glory, and to negle& all things, 


rather than the Salvation of my immor- 


tal Soul, fp . 10. Phil, 2, 5. Matt. 
16. 26. Heb. . 
Conſc. Haſt — a Soul that's in a poſ- 
ſibility of being either Eternally Hare: 
or E ternally miſerable ? 
Chriſt. | have; for my Soul certainly is 
not of the ſame nature with my Body, but 
is a Spiritual Subſtance, Rational and In- 
telligent as Angels are, and therefore In- 
corruptible; and fi gnally differs from 
Beaſts, being capable of obeying and dif- 
obeying God, Matt. 10. 28. Pſal. 32 9. 
n 
Conſc. What if thy Soul be capable of 
obcying and diſobeying God, doth that 
make it either Happy or Miſerable ? 
Chriſt. Yes, certainly: For to the Obe- 
"Ghent, God hath faichfully premiſed Eter- | 
nal Life, and Glory, when they leave this 
World; and to the Diſobedient he hath 
| peremptorily threatned everlaſting An- 
guiſn and Torment ,. _ 2. 6 7, bs 
= $i. F. 9. 2 The. i. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 
Conſc. What muſt thou then do to be 
faved 
_ L muſt neceſſarily obey the Pre- 
N 


22 Religion 2 IJ 
cepts and Commands of my Lord and 
Maſter, and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, which 
he hath delivered, and enjoyn'd either 
wich his own Mouth, or by his Apoſtles, 
John 14. 15, 21. John 15. 14-3 Theſſ. 
4. 1. | 
Conſc, What Precepts are thoſe thou 
art bound to obey in order to be ſaved? 
Chriſt. 1. J muſt neceſſarily curb mine 


Anger and Paſſion, and be very meek to 


all Men in my Speeches, Anſwers, and 
Actions; gentle and not much concern'd 
under any Afftont, or Injury done to my 


Perſon; or when any thing is ſaid, or 
done which diſpleaſeth me, and be ready 


to forgive and forget all Injuries. _ 
| muſt not revile when I am. reviled; 


nor give ill Language to them that re- 


proach me, nor revenge my felf when it 
lies in my power; nor call Men Fools, 
and Rogues, upon trivial occaſions.” 4% 

I mult ſo far love mine Enemies, as to 
do good to them that hate me, if they © 
either deſire or want it; Bleſs them that - 


curſe me, and pray for them that uſe- me 


ill, att. 5. 22, 44. Titus 3. 2. Rom, 32, 
F739. ., ils 23-:;: 22 
2. I muſt be very humble, and have low 
and mean T his of my ſelf, and — 
Worth, Knowledge, Fortune, Dignity, 


- 


_ 2 ů —— 
4 The true Nature of the 
it Riches, Means, and Condition in the 
World. | 
I muſt, when I addreſs my ſelf to God 
in Prayer or Praiſes, be very vile and | 
baſe in my own fight , and be aſhamed to | 
lift up my Eye, and Hands to God. | 
I muſt eſteem other Men, in whom 1 | 
ſee any Goodneſs better than my ſelf. | 
I muſt not commend my ſelf, nor take | 
it ill, if other People do not; nor be 
fond of Worldly Reſpect and Honour, 
but muſt be civil, courteous, and obli- | 
ging even to the Meaneſt and Pooreſt; | 
and regard the Honour that comes of 
God, more than the Honour which comes 
of Men. Matth. 11. 29. Mark io. 15. | 
Fohn F. 44. Gal. 5. 26. 2 Sam. 6. 22. 


3. J muſt be kind and tender-hearted, i | 
= and compaſlionate, and love to do good | 
to my Neighbour, either by good Advice, | 
and Counſel; or Reproof, if he go on | 
in any known Sin; or by my Means, and | 
Money and Goods, if he be in want; or 
by my Labour and Induſtry, if I can do | 
no more according as my Ability, and his | 
= - Neceſlity require: And if I know none, | 
1 muſt ſeek out Objects, upon whom, and | 
to whom | may do good, Gal. 6. 6,9, 10. 
2 Tim, 1. 17. 55 
. | 4. 1 
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4. I muſt ſhun all foreſeen and known. 
occalions of Evil. 
If by looking on a Man or Woman 
any diſhonzſt Luſt, or Deſire, riſe in 
m2 I muſt craſh it, and look upon that 
Perſon no more: I maſt not go into Com- 
pany, where I am ſenſible I ſhall be tempt- 
ed, and drawn into Sin; whether it be 
Drunkenneſs, or Swearing, or Paſſion, or 
frothy, or filthy Talk, or the like. 

I muſt not touch any thing, that would 
raiſe any Inordinate Appetite in me; and 
mult forbear gaudy Cloathing, and other 
external Ornaments, if they prove tem- 
ptations to Pride and Loftineſi, and Va- 
nity of Spirit, Matth. 5. 28, 29, 30. 
1 Tin. 2.9 i 3. $3, 4 he 
5. I muſt labour to be very patient 
under any temporal Afflictions, whether. 
Sickneſs or Loſſes, or other Croſfts and © 
Diſappointments; and neither murmur, 3 
nor repine, becauſe God my Heavenly 3 
Father fends it, and has promiſed, That © 
if I love Him, to turn all theſe Troubles 
unto my unſpeakable Good; and dehgns -* 
an infinite recompence in Heaven, for m/ 
Patience. Jam. 5. 7. Rom. 8. 28. Heb. 12. 

6. 1 muſt ſtudy great Simplicity x 
my Thoughts, Words, Actions; Gab, 


— 


6 The true Nature of the 
Cloaths, Farniture, Houſes, Meat, Drink 
and the like, and avoid all things that may 
put a ſtop io my progreſs in a Spiritual 
tfe, and paricularly all ſach Recreati- I ? 
ons, as may dull and damp good things L 
in me, or bring upon me an averſion 1! 
to that Goodneſs and Simplicity, which 
was in Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the 
Primitive Chriſtians, 2 Cor. 1. 12. Matt. 
16. Foil. 2. 15 Pe 5 22. 
7 I muſt, in all places wherever I am, 
warch over my Thoughts and Speeches, 
and Expreſſions, and Actions, becauſe God 
hears, and ſees me, and is every where 
EW: and take heed that neither any 
Temporal Profit, nor Pleaſure, nor the 
| Favour of Men make me ſay, or do, or 
comply with any thing that is Sinful, and 
I ſuſpect ro be ſo, Pfalm 139. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
 Matth. 12 36. Col. 4.6. 1 Thefſ. 4:4) 5, 
rn. 29. . 1 
8. I muſt not uſe Equivocat ions, or men- 
tal Reſervations, when I ſpeak, or take an 
Oath, or promiſe any thing, or make a 
Bargain, or tell a Lye, wittingly or wil- 
fully, though 1 mighc gain all the Riches 
of the World, or conld fave my Life by 
It; But ſpeak the truth, whenever 1 
Think fit io ſpezk, or give an Anſwer, let 
the inconyenience be what 1t will, 8 
8 | an- 


3; i 
- ©: 
- £18 


N - — — 
n 4 8 5 194” 1 — — » <= 5 
* — N * S wy | 1 2 
5 —_— at * 5 - km —4 | 10 * 1 ' 
\ 4 * * 1 , 9 8 I 5 
4 $448 4 i Aro 194d * . 4 = 1 "x 4s _=— 5 — 5 i N 
* | 1 h 5 : 4 "ag." py _ — — — nt = 8 * 
. SEES IO a p 8 — Nos — * - - 7 : — 2 8 2+ p 
3 ies oo — — «ac 40 AS 8 IS. Ps a” — gm * Act ie . n * * 4 2. — ws — . 2 1 
— - — * a — 71 — = * +. 8 as: FY Sb a 0 — — - — - - 
* — . _w a — & * : 


- 1 
N 


 Chriſlian Religion. &, 
danger never ſo great, Epheſ. 4. 28, 1 Per. 
3.15. 
9. J muſt take ſpecial notice of the va- 
r70us Dealings of God with my Soul and 
Body, and praiſe, and admire him for 
thoſe Providences, whether Spiritual or 
Temporal, as many as come within my 
* 

| muſt praife him when I riſe, when 1 


lie down, when I ſit up, when I walk, 
when L eat or drink, or get any lawful gain, 
or Men are kind and favourable to e, 
Ek. 5. II, 12, Pſal. 105. 5. Matth. 6. 26, 


27, 28. 1 Cor. 10. 31. 1. Theſſ. 5. 18. 
10. I muſt do the ſame kindneſſes, fa- 
vours and ſervices to other Men, which-L 


would have other Men, who are in' ſuch 


circumſtances, do tc me, and therefore! 


muſt be charitable, juſt, boneſt, faithfol, 4 
fincere in all my dealings with them, and 


put a good conſtruction on their doubtful 
Actions, becauſe I would have them be ſo, 
and do ſo to me, Marth. 7. 12. 1 Cor. 13. 
+» 57 67 7. Rom. 13. 7, 8, 9. 1 

11. According to the Condition, cal- 
ling, or Relation J am in, I muſt diſcharge 
my Duty belonging to that Calling, Condi- 
tion, or Relation, with very great conſci- 


entiouſneſs; as a Servant I muſt be fath- 
ful and reſped ful to my Maſter , A 


1. The trae Nature of the. 


Rreſs ; as a Son or Daughter very ten- 
der of my Parents Welfare, Credit, and 
Command ; as a Subject, Obedient and 
Loyal to the Queen, and thoſe who are in 

Authority under her, in all law full things; 
as a Member of a publick Church, care- 
fol to preſerve its Peace and Unity ; as a 
Husband, or Wife, loving, kind, and 
amiable to my Yoke-fellow; and in the 
lawful Calling God hath placed me in, di- 
ligent and induſtrious. 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14, 
18. Epb. 6. 1. 4, 5. Col. 3. 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22. Col. 4. 1. Rom. 12. 11. 

12. I muſt delight to think of God, 
and delight to ſpeak of Spiritual things, 
and delight to do the will of God; and 
delight in all theſe, and in other good 
Works, more than in Gaudes, Pomp, Glo- 
- Ty, and Vanity of this preſent World. 

I muſt uſe the World as if I uſed it not, 
and be yery indifferent whether I have 
much of the Worlds Goods or no: And 

my chief aim and deſign muſt be to get a 

ſhare in God's everlaſting Kingdom. 
8. 33, 1 Cr. 7. 29, 304 31. P/4b; 

112.1. Pſal. 139. 17. Pal. 119. 72. 
= Conſe. Why art thou obliged to do all 
this in order to Salvation? 

Chriſt, Partly, becauſe God, my Su- 
pream Governour, expreily ng 
667 Lace 
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Chriſtian Religion. 9 
theſe things to be done; partly becauſe 
Eternal Happineſs is promiſed to none 
but ſuch as in good earneſt apply them- 
ſelves to the performance of them; part- 
ly, becauſe infinite Glory is a thing of that 
conſequence, that it deſerves theſe pains, 
and this excellent temper ; partly, becauſe 
the Love of God to me is ſo great, that 
I can do no leſs in common gratitude. 


2 Cor. 5. 14. 


Conſc. What is that mighty Love of 
God, that challenges ſuch Gratitude ? 


was loſt, and undone in my firſt Parents, 
_ deprived of all Hopes of Mercy and Par- 
don and Salvation; the Eternal 'Son of 


and having by his Death, purchaſed this 
Pardon and Salvation for me, offers me 


J. Cor. f. Iv. | ">; 
Conſc. But what if thou haſt not obey- 
ed theſe Precepts of the Goſpel, is there 


vour of God ? 


Matth. 5. 20. Matth. 19. 17. Luke 13. 2 
Chriſt. When with the reſt of Mankind |} 


God, to reſtore me to God's Fayaur, ana 
to make me capable of Pardon, and Eter- - $ 
nal Salvation, took my Nature upon him, 
became Man, ſuffered and died for me; 


theſe Mercies upon condition of obeying _ 4 
the aforeſaid Precepts, John 3. 16. Rom. 


any remedy oc hopes to recover-the Fa- 
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10 The true Nature of the 


Chriſt, 1 muſt neceſſarity repent of my 
Difobecience with all ſpeed; and make 
it my Buſineſs for the future, to live up 
to thoſe Rules, in deſpight of all com- 
mands and allurements from Men to the 
contrary : and upon this Repentance, ſin- 
cere Reſolution, and earneſt endeavours 
to obey them, I may certainly hope for 
Pardon and Salvation, becauſe he hath 
promiſed it, Matth. 85 28, 29. Ef. 55. 

7. Joel 2. 125 13, 

. But 1s it pollidle, doſt thou think, 
for any Man to obey, and live up to theſe 
Precepts? + 

Chriſt. If it were not poſſible for me to 
obey them, I cannot imagine why God 
ſhould peremptorily require It of me: 
And therefore I may certainly fo far obey 
them, as not to act wittingly or wilfully, 
or deliberately againſt them; and ſo per- 
form them, as to make them the ſettled 


Rule of my Thopghts, Deſires, Words, 


and ins if 1 will but uſe the means 
God hath preſcribed in order to this Holy 
Obedience, cond 25. 26. 27. 1 Cor. 10, 


eb 5. 2. 


Due. What are thoſe means where 
by this Holy Obedience may be attain 


ed? 

1 They are Eight, 1. Conſiderati- 
on 

% * . 8 . 
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and Thinking. 2. Earneſt Prayer for 
the aſſiſtance ot God's Grace and Spirit. 


. Diligent Hearing and Reading the 
Vord of God. 4. A king Advice, and 
onſulting with faichful Miniſters of the 
oſpel. 5. Self Examination. 6. A right 
i0p:chenfion of the Nature of God, and 
f Spiritual things. 7. Humbling the Soul 
rith faſting. 8. A conſcientious uſe of 

he Two Sacraments the Son. of God 
jath inſtitured and ordained. 


Conſc. How is Conſideration and Think- 
pg to be manzeed ? 

Chriſt.” ] muſt ſeriouſly and frequently 
etire, and think with my ſelf, that ſure- 
y God's Promiſes and Threatnings will be 
oliled; that upon the moment of my 
leath there depends Eternity; and what 
{ad and forlorn condition I ſhould be in,. 
nould Eternal Anguiſh ſeize on my Soul, 
hen it leaves this World; and though 

od be patient, yet he will not be mock- 


d; that there is no Soul. in Hell at tbis 


ime, but would be glad to obey. God, if 
hey might be freed, and tried once more: 


ere on Earth, that a work of that con- 


ern is not to be neglected for trifles; 
hat my Death is very uncertain, and a 
Death-bed is no place or time to bring 
y ſelf to a Habit of Obedience, Deut. 

_ 


& 


. „ * 
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12 The true Nature of the 
32. 29. Pſalm 90. 12. Pſalm. 50. 22. 
Conſc. What is the nature of Prayer, 
and earneſt begging for Grace and aſſiſt- 
ance of God's Spirit? 
Cyriſt. 1 muſt take care that my Heart 
and Mind do pray as well as my Lips; 
1 muſt be ſenſible of what I pray for, and 
fix my thoughts upon God in Prayer , 
and earneſtly long for his Grace and Mer- 
cy, and be importunate with him, pray 
often, and with fervour, like a per! ſon that 
am concerned at the danger I am 1n; [ 
mult watch againſt wandring Thoughts, 
or expel them when they come in; and 
my Soul muſt eſteem and prize the Grace 
of God, and Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, 
above all the Advantages of the World, 
and be reſtleſs till I get it, and take no- 
tice how God Hears and Anſwers my 
Prayers, Foh. 4. 24. Pſal. 66. 18, Pſal. 
63. 1. Pſal. 16. 8. 
Conſc. What doſt thou mean, by dil. 
1 — gent Hearing and Reading of che Word 
f God? 1 Tne 
2 Criſs. When I Read or Hear it, I mull: * 
read and hear it with attention, and re- L 
ſolution, to know God's Will, that I mai 
do it: Before I Read and Hear it, I mull 
1 5 | . 9 deg of God to enlighten me, and to im. 
r FR thoſe * Leſſons I ſhall Hear 0 
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read, upon my Soul, and to make them 
1 effectual to me; I muſt apply the general 
r, . 

>. Commands! read and hear, to mine own 
soul; and believe, that what God com- 
mands all Men, as Chriſtians and Believers, 
he commands me in particular. I muſt 
dwatch againſt worldly Thoughts in read- 
ing, and hearing, and remember, I do ſia, 
if do not mind what I read or hear, Luk. 8. 
18. Mark 4. 24. John 5. 39. Pſal 119. 18. 
Conſc. In what manner muſt thou ask 
pdvice of faichful Miniſters of the Go- 
| o] | 

ee I muſt go to thoſe who are. very: 


hem about the ftate and condition of my: 


1 Soul ; and what I muſt do to ſecure Godꝰs = 
. 2 avour, how I muſt go about the great 
my Vork of Salvation, and — their Dite- 
ſal ion in performing the Will of God, and 


cquaint them how it is with me; Whar 


orruptions I am inclined to: And in- 


Them, and oblige them to help me with 


zOrous purſuit of the everlaſting Riches 3 
ind when I have done ſo, muſt follow:their- 


ark, 10. 17. Phe. 3. 17 
B 


ſerious, or ſend for any of them, and ak 


remprations I am ſubje& to, and what 
reat them to tell me, how to be rid f 


heir Prayers, and encourage me to a vi- 


Advice and Counſel, Als 16, 30, 3% Sd 3 


14 The true Nature of the 

Conſc. And what is to be done wich Self- 
Examination? 

- Chriſe. I muſt frequently look into my 
Thoughts, Words and Actions, and ſee 
whether they are agreeable to the Rules 
of the Goſpel: every night 1 muſt take 
an account of my ſelf, and conſider what 
I have been doing in the day time; whic- 
ther I have not told a Lye, deceiv?d no 
Body, broke forth into no Paſlion, done 
Good, reſiſted Temptations , been often 
with God in Prayer, taken notice of God's 
Providences, &'c. that where 1 have done 
amiſs, I may watch againſt it the next 
day ; and where 1 have done well, I may 
. admire the goodneſs of God, and praiſe 
him for i it, P/al. 4. 4. 2 Cor. 13. 5. Lam. 3: 


40. 
Conſe, Whan Apprehenſions muſt thou 


have of God and Spiritual things: ? 

Cbriſt. ] mult believe, an 

1. That God is a Spirit omnipeeſe 
Omniſcient, infinitely Good, and W. 
and Holy, and Juft, and will be a Reward: 
er of them that diligently ſeek him Are 
and puniſh tie Diſobedient either here, 
or hereafter, or both * and hereafter, 
Hieb. 11. 6. 2 Theſſ. 1. 6, 7. Pſal. 58. 11 
Pſal. n 

2. That this God is our supreme Go 
a Vern 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, or our 
Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier; and 
that there is ſome reſemblance of theſe 
Three in One in the Sun, in which is the 
Light, and Heat, and Beam, which Three 
make but one Sun, 1 John 5. 7. Matth. 
28. 19. 2 Cor. 13.14. — 

3. That all Mankind fell in Adam, the 
firſt Man, and by that Fall, moved God 
o withdraw his Love and Favour from 
hem; and that God the Son in commi- 
ſeration to our Nature, became Man of 
the Virgin Mary, ſuffered and died; and, 
dy bis Death, rendred Gad the Father, 
or, rather the whole Trin id, kind and 
propitious to us, and willing to receive 
5 into Favour, and to give us Pardon, 
and everlaſting Life, upon the Conditions 
of Repentance and unfeigned Obedience, 
and therefore juſtly called Chriſt Jeſus, i. e. 


ent, he anointed Saviour, Rom. 5. 8, 9, 10. 

Ae . 4. 4, 5. Marth. 1. 11. 

ard 4. That the Scrfpture, where all this is 

IM revealed in the Word of God; becauſe the 

7 en, Who teſtifie of theſe tings in Scrip- 
} 


vin, and impoſſible to be done by human 


* 
— 
” 
* * 
* * 
”s. 
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Ercrnor and hath revealed himſelf to be 


ture were inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
in confirmation of it, Wrought true Mira- 
cles, Miracles levell'd againſt the Power of 


2 * 
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456 The trne Nature of the 
ſtrength: The truth of which Miracle ee 
hath been conveyed down to Poſterity, 
by multitudes of Eye-witneſles, and from 
them received by all Chriſtian People, 
2. 1, 2,254. 

5. That the Promiſes and Threatning 
of the Goſpel will infallibly be fulhlled 
ſooner or later, becauſe God cannot lye, 
Latte, 5. 17. 18. Tit. 7. . 

6. That out Sonlis not our Breath, not 
Our Blood, nor the Spirits of our Blood, 
but a Spiritual Subſtance, able to live, and 
act without this groſs Body we carry about 
us; and will immediately, upon leaving 

this Body, be obliged to appear be fol 
God, and to give him an account of it 
good and evil Works; and according tt 
the prevalency, or predomi inancy of either, 
be made ſenſible of the Sentence of Abſd- 
lution, or Condemnation, which ſhall bi 
quore ſolemnly pronounced at the Day d 
Judgment, Luke 16. 22. 23. 

7. That at the end of the World, ther 
ill be a ſolemn day of Judgement, where 

8 in the Bodies of all Men ſhall riſe, a0 

de re- united to their Souls; and thel 

IN and 4 1 0 
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ternal Joys, and the Bad to go into e- 
elaſting Torments, 2 Cor. 5. 10. Matt hi. 
25, 31, 46. | 
8. That God requires no more of us 
than we doof our Children and Servants, 
and that's Love; and that this Love, if 
it be true and hearty, muſt neceſſarily 
diſcover is ſelf in Repentance and Sor- 
row for offending him, and a ſincere en- 
deavour to pleaſe and obey him for the fu- 
ture, Luke 6. 46. 17alech. 1. 6. | 
9. That though by Nature we are ge- 
nerally more prone to Evil than to Good, 


and have a ſtronger Byaſs to Sin than 
g Righteouſaeſs: yet God the Holy Ghoſt, 


by his Power and Influences, will certainly 
allt, and help us to abhor that Which is 
Evil, and to cleave to that which is Good; 
if ſo be, that by earneſt Prayer, Faſting, 
and Meditation, we long and breath for 
his Help and Influence, Luke 11. 13. 

10. Thar all the Service I offer to 
God, muft be performed with my Mind, 
Will, and Affections, or with my inward 
Man, and with my Heart; and that 


without my Mind have the oreateſt ſhars _; 


in the Service, it is inſignificant , | and 

rejected by God, Prov. 23. 26. Matt h. 

2 

11. That by believing in Seriptbre, 
B 3 1 


18 The true Nature of the 
for the moſt part is meant nothing but, 
Obeying ; and that he who obeys not the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, doth not believe 
that they are either Divine, or neceſſary to 

be obeyed, or that the Goſpel is infallibly 
true, Ads 6. 7. Heb. 11. 24, 25, 26. n 
2 Theſſ. 1.11. 

12. That that frame of Spirit which 
fits a Man for eternal Happineſs, is nei- 
ther a cuſtomary frequenting the Ordi- 1 
nances of God, nor ſhunning the eroſler 
Sins and Vices of the Age we hve in; ? 
9 nor being Maſter of a ſingle Virtue; but 
1 a2 Spiritual Temper of Mind, which puts f 
3 us upon doing all that's neceſlary to be 
done in order to Salvation, Rom. 8. 5, 9, 
10. { 

Conſe. What are the Rules to be obſery'd 
in humbling the Soul with Faſting ? 
» Chriſt, 1 muſt frequently, as often as 
my ſtrength will bear it, give my ſelf to 
Faſting and Prayer; and on thoſe Faſts 
wreſtle with God for growth in Grace, 
and Strength againſt thoſe Sins I am molt 
prone and inclined to, and greater Cou- 
rage againſt Temptations. "TY 

I muſt give Alms on that Day, for the 
1 4 refreſhing of ſome poor Member of Chriſt; 
and ſpend the Day in Supplications, and 
Contemplations of my Sins, and of the 
i 'Y =. Wrath 
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Chriſtian Religion. 19. 
Wrath of God 1 have deſerved, and of 
God's Mercy to penirtent Sinners in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and in Holy Reſolutions to be watch- 
ful over my Heart for the future, that I 
may perform thoſe Duties FE have formerly - #4 
neglected, and imitate Holy Men and Wo- 
men in their Virtuous Prad ices, Ef. 58 6, 


ich 5. att. 6. 17, 18. 1 Cor. 7. 5. 1 Cor. 9.27. 
ei- Conſ. Wherein doth the conſcientious 


Uſe of the Holy Sacraments conſiſt? 

Coriſt, Ia entertaining right and ſuitable 
Notions of the Nature of theſe Sacraments, 
and uſing them to thoſe Ends and Purpo- 
ſes for which they are deſigned, Rom. 6. 
3, 4. 1 G7. 10: It. | 


2 


Conſr. What Notions muſt thou enter- 
Kain about theſe Sacraments?  _ 
Chriſt. x. That theſe Sacraments are 
of the Nature of Solemn Vows and Pro- 
teſtations : That I will be faithful to God 


in Chriſt Jeſus , by the aſſiſtance of the 


Holy Ghoſt; or of the nature of Cove- 
ce, nants, where God and Man do mutually 
oſt engage themſelves one to another; or of ..- 
ou · ihe nature of outward viſible Signs, where 


by ſome ſpiritual thing is repreſented; ang 
promiſed, and applied, and aſſuredly con- 
vey'd. Rom. 4. 11. Exed. 13.9.1 Per. 3. 
20, 21; 1 Cor. 10. 16, 17. —_ 


2. That theſe Sacraments are _ordaine&” - } 


oh - 7 o SS m W * 
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20 Th true Nature of the 
and inſtituted by the Son of God, my 
Saviour; and that Baptiſm, and the 'Su>- 
per of the Lord, are all the Sacraments, 
chat are either given by Chrilt to the 
Church ar need to be _ . the 
Church of Chriſt, Marth, 28. 1 Cor. 
23. 

3. That Baptiſm is a ſt 3 Cere- 
mony, whereby Children, Men, and Wo 
men, are waſned with Water; which 
Waſhing imports God's Pardon of our 
Sins, and our Duty to keep our felves 


Pure "from Sin for the future; God pro- 


miſing the one, and we the other, 1 Pet, 
rtr r. 6. 1. 

4. That though Children can make no 
Tuch Promiſes, yet it's fit they ſhould be 
| baptized 3 becauſe they are part of the Na- 
tions which Chriſt enjoyns, and orders to 
be baptized, and are Diſciples, and in the 
Covenant of Grace: And it's enough, 
that other Perſons promiſe for them as 
their Guardians; which Promiſe they are 
bound to perform, when they come to be 
of Age, Act, 2.38, 39. 1 Cor. 7. 14. 

That the Bread and Vine ſet before 


the Congregation in the Sacrament of the 


\ Lord's Supſ er, repreſents, or puts me in 
mind of the crucified Body and Blood 
of Chrilt ; or rather of the Benefits of 


9 


g Chriſt's : 
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Chriſt's Death, which are pardon of Sj" E 


1 * . g 
f and a right to eternal Bliſs : And more 
s, over, allures me, that if I eat and drink 


ne in this Sacrament with unfeigned purpoſe 
ge of Mind, to make Conſcience of wnat- 
„erer Chriſt Commands me, that he Bene- 
fies of Chriſt's Death and Sufferings, viz. 

e. God's Pardon, and a right to everlaſting 
„Glory, ſhall as verily be applied to me, 
chend become one with my Soul, as the 
ur Bread and Vine, which repreſent theſe 
es Benefits, become one with my Subſtance, 
o- 1 Cor. 10% 6. 1 | | 
't, 6. That coming to the Lord's Sup» 
per, is the ſtrongeſt Engagement to a 
no Holy Life; becauſe Ido there perſonally, 
be freely, and ſolemnly, remember the Death 
la- of Chriſt, and that my Sins cauſed his 
to! Death, and do proteſt to allow my ſelf 
he s longer in them, but to imitate Chriſt 
h, Jeſus in his Meekneſs, Patience, Humility, 
Charity, and Goodneſs, 1 Cor. 11. 24, 
a : N 

Conſc. How muſt theſe Sacraments be 
uſed in order to thy. preſent and eyer- 
laſting Comfort ? | 

Chriſt. 1. As to Baptiſm, I muſt be bap- 
tizd but once, becauſe that initiates,, -» 
and admits me into the Fellowſhip” of 
Chriſtians, and gives me a Right and.. 
BW "5 Title 
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22 The true MWature of, &e. 
Title to the uſe of the means of Grace; 
and this need to be done but once: All 
that is to be done after this, is to keep a 
good Conſcience towards God, and to- 

wards Man, in the uſe of thoſe Means, ac- 
2 >f the Promiſe made for me when 
1 was waſhed with Water, Eph. 4. 

2. As to the Supper of the Lord, that 
requites my frequent coming; becauſe 1 
ftand in need of frequent renewing, not 
only to my Repentance, and Love to God, 
and Charity of my Neighbours ; but the 
 Motives and enforcives to theſe Graces, 
whereof the remembrance of the Love of 
God in the death of Chriſt, is the greateſt, 
and moſt remarkable, 1 Cor. 11. 26. 
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DIRECTION 


Concerning the 


8 


of Ml Worthy Receiving of the Lord's Su pper. 
ſt, | © | 


CHAP: © 


A Preparatory Meditation to bring the 
Mind into a ſerious Frame, 


— 


Conſcience. 


S it not fit, O my Soul, thou ſhouldeſt ³⁶ 

pauſe a little on thy Redeemer's Death, 
before thou goeſt to remember it with the- 
IB Congregation? There are thoſe Charms 
[EM in that Death, which, if rightly views 


* The Fire of the Altar. 
will be invincible Motives to thee to di 
co a ſinful Life, and to embrace the Holy 
Life of fefvs. - 
Shouldeſt not thou think ? Shouldeſt not 
thou cry? 


- l. 


O, that L had Wings like a Dove, that 
1 migbt fly away to Golgotha, and behold 
the dreadful Spectacle of God crucihed 
tor the Sins of the Children of Nen! A 
mighey Myſtery this! To the Few a 
Stumbling- block, and to the Greeks Fock 
iſhnefs: What all the Fewiſh Rabbins could 
not ſee, what the greateſt Heathen Sages 
could not find out, that hath God reveal- 
God! thy Ways are not as our 
Ways, nor are thy Thoughts as Gur 
Thoughts. We entertain mean Appre— 
henſions of thee , ſuch as our narrow 
Underſtandings yield; but thou loveſt to 
do all things contrary to the meaſure 
we poor Mortals take. This hath been 
thy Method ever ſince thou haſt thought 


fy * to plant a Church in the World! 


Thou didſt fend Let into Sodom, and, 
contrary to Men's Imagination, did'ſt pre- 
ſerve him from the infection of that 
beaſtly Crew. In the midſt of an 1de- 
latrous 
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jattous Country: Thou didſt bid Elijan 7 
ſtand up, and declare thy Name to the 
beſotted Iſraelites : A place where to o. 
the true God, was fatal, and to make 
mention of thy Worſhip, Hereſie: Where 
to profeſs the Faith, was counted madneſs, 
and not to imitate the Luxury of the Age, 
a Crime unpardonable. Among the wick- 
ed Men of Anathoth, thou diſt ſeparate 
Jeremiah for the Prophetick Offfce; and 
in the Land of Vz, crouded with Pagans 
and infidels, gaveſt Job a Heart to fear 
thy Providence. Out of Vr, the Metro- 
polis of Chaldeum Superſtition, thou didſt 
call the beloved Abrabam, and vouch- 
ſafedſt to him the Knowledge of thy Will, 
in a crooked and perverſe Generation. 
Thou didſt fill the baſhful Moſes with Co u- 


rege to talk to Kings, and a tMarons*Ae-  Þ 


ron, by thy Order, can controul Atheiſts 
and Idolaters. Thou loveſt ty, create-a 
beautiful World of nothing, aM td ea 


things that are, out of thoſe IH d nt | - 
appear. Thou loveſt to do'things Wien 
to us ſeem impoſſibilities, and when the Figjq- 


" 


tree doth not bloſſom, loveſt ro-prodate- -- | 


moſt pleaſant Fruit. When Calamiiſesare 


become dangerous and paft Remedy, then = 


loveſt to ſhew thy healing Hand; and»when 
no probabilities of help appear, declaxeſt 
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thy Power and Glory. Thou loveſt to 
bring forth Grapes from Thorns, and Fig; 
from Thiſtles ; and out of a barren Sol 
or curſed Ground many times letteſt the 
richeſt Spices grow. When all Mankind 
lay in darkeneſs, and was covered with the 
ſhadow of Death; when Devils plaid a- 
bout them, and the Furies of the burning 
Lake laid "hold of them; when the fiery 

Dragon was ready to devour them, 5 
the old Serpent going to ſwallow up their 
Souls: Behold, thy Son appears from Hea- 
ven, frights the Powers of Darkneſs, and 
all immediately fall down before him, and 
tremble. 


II. 


Ah! My deareſt Jeſu! Meekeſt of 
Kings, and fairer than 11 the Children of 
Men, I behold thee reigning and hang- 
ing on the Croſs! Reigning ; for in de- 
ſpight of all the Reproaches of thine Ene- 
mies, thou waſt ſtill the Eycrlaſting King, 
and Saints and Angels bowed to thee; 
when thy Body was torn , bruiſed, and 
wounded on the Tree, their Reproaches 
could not dethrone thee, their virulent 
Tongues could not make thee leſs than 
N Wert. Theſe impotent Wretches 

25 | . 
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ig; might bark at the Sun, but could not e- 
7 Nchpfe his Glory. Thou couldeſt have de- 

he ſtroyed their Tongues, but wouldeſt not; 

ad and it was a Royal Act not to puniſh them, 

he when thou hadſt the greateſt Provocations. 

a- O my Lord! I ſee thee blotting out the 

og I Hand-writing which was againſt me, How 

ry ted were the Characters: How bloody 

nd vxere the Lines! Vet thy Blood makes them 

ir as White as Snow. 


O my Lord! I hear thy Words ſharper 
than any two-edged Sword, and pier- 
cing to the dividing afunder of the Bones WM 
and Marrow: 1 heard thy Complaints, 
of which broke the Rocks, and fhook the 
of Earth, and ſhall nos my Heart be moved 
g. et them? for thee, the Son of God, to 
e. cry out, My Soul is exceeding ſorrowful, e- 
e. ven unto death Who can hear this? Who þÞ 
g, can think of it, and not ſtand confound- 
e; ed! For Omnipotence to fink thus! For 
ad ! infinige Perfection to faint thus! for 
es bim that ſat on the Circle of the Earth, Wl 
nt and before whom all Nations were as 
zn Graſhoppersz for him thus to ſwoon, | 
es tbus to weep, thus to mourn! What 
ue could be the Reaſon? O thoy Prince of 
| es Peace! 
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thou walt ſtruck ; 
World, thou didſt ſuffer Baniſhment, and Haſt 
-waſt uſed as if thou hadſt not been the 


Peace! for the Iniquity of thy People vie. 
for the Sins of the the 


anointed with Oil, or been guilty of the pis 
Crimes thy Foes accuſed thee of. The 


Snares of Death. did encompaſs thee, 
thy Friends forſook thee , and thy 
Heritage, like a Lion out of the Wood, did bri 


roar againſt thee: O my Bowels, be ye NH 
troubled at this remembrance li O my MHc 
Ainty Heart, canſt thou ſee thy Lord, as do 


it were crucified before thine Eyes, and I the 
not break our into Floods of Tears! O th. 
Feſt ! Thou cryeſt to thy Father, and he Is 
hears thee not: 


He ſeems to be cruel to Wan 
his Son, and deaf to thy Lamentations! Is 
The Witidows of Heaven ſeem to be ſhut, ¶ be 
and a Veil to be drawn over all the Joys, Nou 


and Comforts, and Conſolations, that ſoy ad 


merly watered and enriched thy Sou!-! IM vi: 
See how dry, and barren, and burnt up, an 
this precious Soul appears. No Showers U 
from above come down, no Sun ſhines 
upon it; the Stars of: Heaven with hold 
their Influence, and ſcarce an Angel will 
ſtir to thy Aſſiſtance. O thou who art 
all Glorious within, and art thy ſelf the 
Sloty of the Univerſe! Were my Sins 
0% in a 9 they would weigh hea- 

| vier 


How is thy Face disfigured with Grief? 
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vier than the Sand on the Sea- ſnore; and 
then, What need I wonder that thou cry- 

aſt fo loud under the heavy load? For 
the Arrows of the Lord ſtick in thee, and 
bis Hand preſles thee fore; 


| / 7 a . 
O bleſſed Nzzarite ! Whiter than Snow, 
brighter than the Sky, purer than the Sun; 


How do thine Eyes languiſh ! How diſmal 


doſt thou appear ! Is this the Face that was 


the perfection of Beauty? ls this the Face 
that was once the Deſire of all Nations? 
Is this the Face, which ſo many Prophets 
and Righteous Men have deſired to-fee sf: 2 | 
Is this the Face that Abraham long?d:to - i 
behold, and the Patriarchs mere Jo _ | 
ous to have a view of? ls this the Face, . Y 
admired by Angels, and dreaded by Des: +... “ 
vils? What is the Beloved more thay: *.:.- 
another Beloved ? O thou faireſt among 
Women! Is this the mighty Bridegroom: 2 
of the Church, who was once trausfigu-— 
red on the Holy Mount, and his Face did 1 
| 
' 


ſhine 4s the Sun, and his Raiment-became- -, : 
White as the Light ? Is this he; wem 
God anointed with the Oil of 'Gladnelſs*-... Ml 
above his Fellows; whoſe Garwents {miel- -M 
of Myrrh, Aoes, and Caſſia ? and caſt uch _— 
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a Scent, that the Daughter of Tyre came 
with a Gift, and the Rich among the Peo. 
ple entreated his Favour ? How is he al. 
ter?d ! How is his Countenance chang'd! 
How is the Gold become dim , and the 
tine Gold Chang'd! Yet ſtill thou art 
lovely to a Soul that ſces farther than the 
outſide. Still thou art a Cordial to faint- 
ing Spirits: Still thou art a Fountain of li- 
ving Waters: Still thou art the Joy of the 
whole Earth, the light of Heaven, and 
the Song of Sion. My Thoughts O Lord, 
ſhall follow thee to the Croſs. Methink; 
I fee, how thou art going to Die; tho 
lookeſt back on thine Enemies, and, not. 
withſtanding all their Affronts, offerel 


rel 
them Mercy. O incomprehenſible Good- = 
nes! Even then, when thou art lifted up MW m. 


to the infamous Tree, thou draweſt and de 
iaviteſt all Men to thee, thou Preachel 

on the Croſs, and thy very Wounds ate I, 
Sermons to the Children of Men; and thy be 
Blood trickling down, 1s an exhortation to 
Repentance. Surely it is good for me to 
adhere unto thee, and to count it death 

to be ſeparated from thee. 


V. 


2 whiche# ſhall go bas: to thee, who 
haſt the Words of eternal Life! Thou art 
my Sun, by thee I ſhall be enlightned, by 
thee my Soul ſhall be warmed ; O, how 


comfortable are thy Beams! What 2 pro- 
greſs muſt chat Soul make, on which ton 
ſhineſt, and darteſt thy glorious Rayes 4 
Thou art that lofty Cedar, whoſe Boughs - *' 


overſpread the believing World ! 
VI. 5 
Under the ſhadow of that Tree will 1 


reſt: It is for the healing of the Nations. 


I will be glad in the Lord, and rejoyee ia 
my bleeding Jeſus. While the World 
deſpifes thee, I will honour thee; while 


great Men paſs by, and regard I 


I, that am poor and needy, will mn 
be refreſhed by thee! T: 


SS R = 
* 
- * 
3 
th 


So.” s 2 


44 


G0, ye Fools! Be enamour'd with” 
pour Trifles, admire your Butterflies, 
doat on your ſenſual Pleaſures 7 Here 


is one that looks charming in his Tears, . 55 = 


N 


V . 
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lovely in his Blood,amiable in his Wounds, 
and is more beautiful in the midſt of al 
bis Diſtreſſes, than the brighteſt Virgins 
Face, adorned with all the glittering Trea- 
fures of the Eaſt. 


VIII. 


O my Strength by thee I defire to 
be comforted and ſypported. O, anoint 
my Eyes with thy Sovereign Eye-falve, 
and I ſhall ſee and live. ©, that the 
Clouds which dwell on my underſtand- 
ing, were diſperſed, that I might look 
upon thee ſtedfaſtly ! O, then thou wouldſt 
appear more lovely to me on the Croſs, 


than Creſus in his Throne, or Solomon in all | 


his Glory! God forbid that 1 ſhould glory 
in any thing, fave in the Crofs of Chriſt. 
In this lie bid vaſt Treaſures of Sweetneſs! 
O, my Jeſus! make me conformable to 
thy Death, and give me leave to carry thy 
Marks in my Body: Let me be cruci- 
fied with thee; and let Chriſt for ever 
live in me. 


FR. 


Canſt thou live in a Soul that hath 
2 5 thy Mercy, lighted thy e 
21 


ch 
nd 
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and ſo often baffled the Stratagems of 
thy Compaſſion ? I believe, Lord ! O help 
my Unbeliek. Thou cameſt to call, not 
the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance, 
O then my Husband will love me, my 
Redcemer will come and live with me; 
for my Repentings are kindled , I hate 


| the Sins that have defiled my Soul! A- 


way, ye Swine! Here Devils muſt not 
come. I am to receive my Bridegroom 
into my Heart. Come, Lord Jeſv, come 
quickly! Thou art the welcomeſt Gueſt 
I know! How happy ſhall I be, If 
thou wilt lodge in this earthly Taber- 
nacle! Happier, than if all the Angels 
ol Waun ben took up their Habitation 
zere ! | | 


X. "i 


O ye beſotted Fews, What makes yon 


run fo faſt to kill the Lord of Life? Ye 


capnot live without him, and what evil 
Spirit doth poſſeſs you, to kill and murther 
mim? Can you think of his Miracles, and 


ao ſo? Can you reflect upon his Do- 


Cine, and attempt ſuch Villanies? Enn 


you remember, how he taught you in tle 


Temple, even to aſtoniſhment, and ven- 
ture on ſuch Proceedings? Can yon call 
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to nd how he hath purged your Coun- 77 
try of Devils, and your Sick of their Dil. 
eaſes, and ſuffer the Devil to enter into Mc 
you. 2 


XI. 


O dreadful spectacle! O that my Head 
were Water! —5 \hallI do to be clean? 
O thou that art purer than the Lillies, 
purge me with Hyſſop, and I ſhall be 
clean; waſh me, and my Filthineſs ſhall 
not be ſeen! O, bathe me in the Foun- 
tain opened for the Houſe of Fudab and 
Jeruſalem, and 1 ſhall look fairer than e. 
the Children which fed on the Meat 
of the King of Babylon's Table. O my 
Sod, I thirſt for thee, as dry Land af. Nen 
ter Water. My Soul flies and flutters a- {M--. 
bout like Noahs Dove, and can find no. 
Reſt till it gets into the Ark. Great Gate 
of Mercy, open to me; hide me from the 
Wrath of an offended God, and make 3 
Covenant of Peace with me. Ah! Who 
would not love thee, that hears thee pray 
for [thy greateſt Enemies! | 


| 


XII. 


| 


O lovely Bridegroom of my Soul! 
wound 


Nvound my Heart, that ic may be, Sick 
0 of Love. How kind art thou, even to 
thy molt hardhearted Foes! What a 


Motive is this to love thee ! What need- 
eſt thou care what becomes of ſtubborn 
Sinners! Why ſhouldſt thou trouble thy 
ſelf about Wretches, that will have none 
of thee, that will have their Dirt and 
0 Dung, and Treſh, and Husks, and prefer 
1: thoſe Trifics before Heaven, and a Sea 
of Glory? thou canſt live without the 
K Society of Men: at leaſt thou need'ſt not 
auch Company: Yet thou longeſt for 
b Wtheir Pardon and Happineſs , as if they 
nd had been thy greateſt Friends. Wag 
erer goodneſs like this! O that my 
1 Thoughts and Contemplations might be 


always buſie about this Love! This is no 
vulgar Love, the Love of David to 
Jonathan; the Love of Jacob to Rachel; 
ae Love of Brethren, Siſters, Friends, 
will bear no reſemblance here! Moſes his 
Love to the Iſraelites, for whoſe ſake, and 
o they might but continue in God's Fa- 
vour, he was content to be blotted out of 
God's Book; and St. Paul's Wiſh to be 
even accurſed of Chriſt, for his Kinſmeg 
of the Jewiſh Nation: Theſe Demonſtra« 
rions of thy Love come ſomewhat nearer ; 
U but ſtill thy Love, my deareſt Lord, 
_ 8 ſur- 
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ſurpaſles all theſe, as the light of the Syn 
doth that of the Moon, and the leſſet 

Stars. They borrow'd their Love from 
thine , and lighted their Candle by thy C 
brighter Fire; that which was exceſs ofdlt 


Love in them, was but a Spark of thaſWca! 
Charity,, which overſpread thy larger 
Soul. | drb 
oſt 
XIII. ty 
They did but wiſh to die for the peo. >: 
ple: Thou didſt actually expire for theit en. 
good. Their Love was confined to a ſin- le 
gle Nation; thine extended to the wholeM'© 
World: Theſe Men were ſtill their Friends, .“ 
that they wiſh'd to be miſerable for; but al 
thoſe thou ſufferedſt for, were thine E- em 
nemies: Their Love had great Defect d 1 
mingled with it, but thine was pure and << 
ſpotleſs: Theirs had Clouds and Mis 
to darken it; thine was all Light and mi 
Glory: Theirs was a ſudden Tranſport, ! 
which might not laſt many Days; bur 

thine was conſtant to a Miracle, and thokſW 

_ _ whom thou lovedſt, thou lovedſt unto 
the end. 
7 


1 XI x. hat 
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XIV. 


. Great Emperor of Souls! Thou hang- 
of dit berwixt Thieves, and not without 


eaſon ; for thou ſtealeſt the Heart away. 
hat Heart can ſee thy Beauty, and 
drbear being enamour'd with it? Thou 
oſt raviih my Soul with thine Eyes of 
ity. To ſee thee caſt a favourable look 
n ſuch a Monſter as I am; who can 
bear falling in love with ſo much Cle- 
2ncy ? | am a Captive in this World. 

he Law of my Members make me Cap- 


- ve to the Law of Sin: O, take me by 
de Nee tzom that Priſon! O, fer me as a 
due upon thy Heart, Rule thou in my 
b. Nembers, erect a Trophy over my Head, 


d rejoyce in conquering me. O let me 
content to undergo the Croſs, and re- 

toach wich thee! that thou mayeſt re- 

:mbver me now thou art in thy Kingdom | 

remember me with the Fayour thou 
areſt unto thy People. 


XV. 


O my Jeſus! who can hear thee cry, 
p:rjt, and not wiſh for Rivers of Tears? 
hat canſt thou thirſt for, but the Sal- 

2 vation 


The Fire of the Altar. 1 39 1 1 


ter. Weep, weep, mine Eyes, that the 
Lord Jeſus may drink, and be ſatisned! 
O Lord, | have given thee Gall to drink, 
[| have offered thee the Cup of Tremb- 
ling and Aſtoniſhmeat. Ah, bitter! Ah, 
wreiched Drink! worſe than the fouleſt 
Ditch-water ! Drink my deareſt Lord, 
Drink of the Brock by the way. Drink of 
theſe Tears: Drink of this Holy Water, 
do ſhed. O, it is the Sweat of a grie- 
ved Soul; of a Soul weary of Sin, and 
heavy laden with the Sence of it! My 
Hearc melts, my Soul diflolves at the 
Thoughts of my Follies. Drink up this 
Heart of mine, and let it mingle with thy 
Bowels of Mercy. Here, Lord ! accept of 
the Vows I offer thee! Behold and viſit this 
Vine, which thine own Right Hand hath 
planted. Shine upon it, Lord; let it bring 
forch pleaſant Grapes, no more Grapes of 
the Vine of Sodom ; but Grapes ſweet, and 


which may cheer the Heart of God and 
an. | 


XVI. 3 : 


z 1 The Drink- Offerings I bring to the 1 
Bel are inſatiable Deſires after thee, E 18 
t ſl moſt feryent Breathings of my Heat, 
; Waiter thy Grace and Mercy. O, retive WM 
WY chem graciouſly , and love me freely.” 
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bring no Rivers of Oil, no Rams, ng 
Bullocks with Horns and Hoofs. Thoy 
deſireſt not Sacrifice, elſe I would give it 
thee ; thou delighteſt not in Burnt- Of. 
ferings: Thou wilt take no Bullock out 
of my Houle , nor He-Goats out of my 
Folds; for every Beaſt of the Foreſt is 
thine, and ſo is the Cattle upon a Thou- 
fand Hills. Thou knoweſt all the Fowis 
of the Mountains, and the Wild Beaſts of 


the Field are thine: If thou wert hun. 


gry, thou wouldſt not tell me; for the 
World is thine, and the fulneſs there- 
cf. Thou wilt not eat the Fleſh of Bulls, 


nor drink the Blood of Goats, but the i 


Offerings thou expecteſt, are Thanks- 


givings, and paying my humble Vons 
to thy Divine Majeſty, and calling upon 
thee in the day of Trouble. O my God, 
my Soul fainteth for the? When ſhal MF 
I come to appear before thee? My Soul 


is caſt down within me; when wilt tho! or 


<omfort me? I long for thy Salvation: | 
hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs: I 
{ee Beauty and Splendor , and Excellency 
in it, and would fain be cloathed witli 


that Ornament. Thou deſerveſt m 
ſtrongeſt Deſires, my moſt vigorous 
Breathings, my molt lively Pantings after 
thee. Not to long after thee, is to be 


6 
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3 Stranger to real Bliſs: not to follow 

ard afcer thee, is to be ignorant of thy 

N Riches, and the Plenty of thy Houle. 

. but what do I talk of Defires of a ſin- 
Vu: Heart? Would to God that all Man- 

Wii! might offer unto thee their reaſona- 
Wi: service, thou deſerveſt it, and deſer- 
veſt all the Love of Angels too. But thou 
deſireſt notking ſo much as the Hearts of 
ok ine Children of Men. The Angels are 
happy already, only Mankind lies ingulf- 

ed in Miſery, and ſo great is thy Charity, 
© rhat, having taken their Nature upon thee, 
thou would'ſt willingly make them equal 
ne Fits Angels. 


"s XVII 


8 Great Darling of the Holy Trinity, 
al BY What haſte doſt thou make to die! | 
How doſt thou run to redeem the Sons 
of Men! Nothing can hold thee, nothing 
x cn reſtrain thee; not thy own Great- 


ness, not thy Majeſty, not thy being the 
q Son of God, not Love to thy own pre- 
un ſervation, Thou didſt Love me better 


mi han chy (elf. How didſt thou fly -to » © 
my deliverance! How doſt thou leap 
in to prevent my hurt! No Devils cau 
v FRA thee, no danger terrific thee, 

| C- 3 | | no 
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going to cloſe them up, yet, O, vouchſafe MW 
| 15 


no pain diſcourage thee, no anguiſh ne 
make thee afraid. Thou longeſt till the (34 
great Work be done. The other Male- V 
factors, that were crucified with thee, p 
(What Honour had theſe Wretches , and Mo» 
yet were not ſenſible of it! One, at laft, Þ 
opens his Eye, and ſees it, and ſtands thy 
amazed: Theſe) held out longer on un 
the Gibbet, but thou bidſt Death come Nhe 
away, and ſcize thy Life! It's a pleaſure lit le 
to thee to die. O, ſurprizing Mercy! land 
Other Men ſeek to eſcape Death as long 
as they can; they run away from the Þ 
fight of the Monſter: If they do but 
ſee the ſhadow of it, they Tremble, and 
to them Death is truly a King of Ter- tho 
rors. Thau goeſt out to meet it, as that Wt "* 
which muſt put an end to thy Sufferings, Ls 
and my Miſery. It's Death to thee not An. 
to die. Thou chideſt it for ſtaying. Thou | the 
haſt a Baptiſm to be baptized with, and, i die 
Oh, what wonld*ſt thou, that it were ac: Fa 
oompliſn'd! u. 
an 
XVII. n 
: 81 
Ab, my Lord! I fee thy dying lips, | - 
from which dropt Speeches ſweeter than Sl 
Honey, and the Honey-comb. Death is - 
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ne a Look that may refreſh my Soul. 
he And now the Slory is departed from 
e. Miel: The Saviour of the World gives 


up the Ghoſt! O, let me die with thee ? 
d MO, draw me after thee, and 1 ſhall live! 
ſt. wonder not, that the Graves open at 
4; thy death, and the Rocks rend, and the 
Pon hides his Face; but I wonder the 
ne whole Earth did not diſſolve, and Nature 
re Nit ſelf did not run into its Pn. Chaos 
and Confuſion. 


n XIX. 


d ©, my crucihed Maſter! How ill art 
r. tbou rewarded for thy Kindneſs ? Thou 
at waſt Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the 
„ ame; thou walt a Father to the Poor, 
x and a Staffro the Aged: Thou didft cauſe 
u the Widdows Heart to ſing for Joy: Thou 
d, didſt deliver the Poor that cried, the 
© kacherleſs, and him that had no Helper. 
Uto thee, Men gave Ear, and waited 
and kept ſilence at thy Counſel, after 
g wy Words, they ſpeak not again, and thy 
eo Specch droppꝰ d upon them: Tie naked 
& cd themſelves with the Wool of thy 
n 8 bhcep, and thy Door was opened to the 
is ( weary Traveller. But now, they that are 
fe younger than thee, have thee in deri- 


10 C 4 ſion, 
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ſion; and they that were Children of 
Feols, Children of baſe Men, Men viler 
than the Earth, gape vpon thee. Thou 
art their Song, and art become their By. 
word: They abhor tice, and flee far from 
thee, and ſpare not to ſpit in thy Face: 
They marr thy Path, they ſet forward 
thy Calamity: Terrors are turned upon 
thec, they purſue thy Soul as the Wing, tio 
and thy Welfare paſſes away as a Cloud, Os 


+ . Fat 


O infinite Patience ! Yet theſe Sinnes 
are offered Salvation by him, whom they 
abuſed thus. Salvation! What do I heat! 
O, then there is hopes for me, for I hav: | 
been one of thy Enemies! I have mock thb 
thee by my Sins; I have derided th ©: 
Sufferings by my Contempt of thy Laws; * 
I have ſcorn'd thee, by preferring min: t. 
own Will before thine; I kave ſpit upon d 
thee by my filthy Communications. Ei 
have abuſed thee by ſheltring my Sins di 
. under thy Croſs: I have diſhonoured th 
thee by my Life, diſgraced thee by my 
Careleſneſs, buffetted thee by my impi | 0 
tience, affronted thee by my pride, i © 
made light of thy Power and Goodneſs it !© 
by my miſtruſt of thy Providence, un- 
dervalued 
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dervalued thy Love by my affedtion to 


Vanity: and yet thou ſtretcheſt forth 
thine Arms to lay hold on me, art loth 
to ſee me periſh, unwilling to fee: me 


undone, and proclaimeſt Mercy to a for- 
lorn Wretch ! Bleſſed News! O King of 


Kings, thou cryeſt; 17 ig fulfilled; the 
Work is done, the vaſt Work of Redemp- 


tion ; now the Father's Anger is broke; 


rom the Flood-Gates of Indignation are 
8 ſhur, now Heaven ſtands open, now thy 
8 Father's Boſom is offered to all that thirſt 
after thee. 


XXI. 


| Hear this, all ye Priſoners! Liſten to 
this Meſſege ye guilty Souls! Come all 
that are laden with a Senſe of Sin! Open 
the Door! Throw off yonr Chains! Run 
to this Rock! Make haſte to this Foun» 
| tain! Kiſs this Son! Make much of this 
Light! Embrace this Mercy! Do you 
diſpute the thing? Do you queſtion whe- 
ther you ſhall do it or no? Is it poſſible. 
you can ſtand out? Is it poſſible you can 
demur upon it? Is it poſſible your Hearts 


do not turn within you? Can you refuſe 
your Cordial? Neglect the Medicine that 
muſt recover you? Slight the Remedy 

- G3 : that 
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that muſt fetch you to life again? O Je 
fv! Thou haſt done all things well! Thay 
haſt made the Blind to ſee, and the Dumb 
to ſpeak, and the Deaf to hear. O, opel 
thou my Lips, and my Mouth ſhall nen 
forth thy Praiſe. Open thou mine Ears, iſ 
and let me hear thy loving Kindneſs be- 
times in the Morning. O, open thou 
mine Eyes, and 1 ſhall fee how S wee 
and Gracious thou arr. | 


»# 


XXII. 


O, my Life! thou died'ſt; and dy. 
ing, fulfihedſt thy Father's Will; for in. 
deed it was fit that one Man ſhould Die 
tor the People, and that the whole Nati-Þ 
on periſh not. Ah! What would Man- 
kind have done, if thou hadſt not paid] 
the Ranſom? Whither muſt they hare || 
fled for Refuge, it thou hadſt not give! 
thy ſelf a Sacrifice? They muſt have wai- 
dred about in Caves and Deas, deſtitute, i 
tormented , afflicted , diſconſolate, lived | 
in perpetual fear of Death, and the dread- | 
ful conſcquences of it. Death muſt have || 
been for ever a King of Terrors to them: || 
If they had but look'd upon that Hel, 
that Death would have open'd into, how } 
could they have but lived in perpetual | 

Horror !| 
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Horror ! There could have been no hope 1 
of Mercy, no probability of Bliſs; their 
Souls would have been in eternal Confu- 
ſion, always doubting, always afraid, al- 


ways upon the Rack. O, my Jeſu | Thou, 
| through Death bath deliver'd them, who 
| throngh fear of Death, were all their 


Life-time ſubject to Bondage! Thou haſt 
knock?d off their Shackles, looſed their 
Bonds, freed their Souls, fet their Spirits. 
:t Liberty! | feel the Power of thy Death. 
My Heart takes courage; O let me riſe 


With thee to eternal Life! O let me not 


lie in the Mire, but ſet my Feet upon a 
Rock, and eſtabliſh my Goings: I have 
gone aſtray like a loſt Sheep ; O, ſeek thy 
Servant, that I may not forget thy Com- 
mandments. 


XXIII. 


Thou art the Bread which came down 
ftom Heaven, and with the Bread in the 
Euchariſt, thou offereſt me all the Be- 
nefits of thy Death and paſſion; ſuch a 
Feaſt haſt thou prepared for me! Such 


2 Table haſt thou ſpread for me ! My 
Soul is invited to Sup with the Lamb that 


was Slain! What an Honour is this; What 
a Condeſcenſion is it! Ig this Sacrament 
| thow 
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thou erecteſt a Banner for me, bidſt me 
ſit under thy Vine, and ſtrengthen my ſelf 
with the Fruit that drops from it. Were 
all ihe Fiſhes of the Sea, and all the Fowls 
of the Air, and all the Beaſts of the Field, 
dreſs'd for my Entertainment, it would 
not be ſo much as this plain, but Heaven- 
ly Diet is? Tell not me of Belſhazzar's 
Banquet, nor of Ahaſuerus's Feaſt, nor 
of the Rich Man's curious Diſhes; they 
are all Scraps and Offal to this Entertain- 
ment. Here my bleſſed Redeemer Courts 
my Soul; Here he makes Love to a miſe- 
rable Sinner; hece he preſents me with 
the Riches of his Merits: No African 
Gold, no Eaſtern Pearls, no Indian Stones, 
are to be compared with theſe. Here the 
Lord of Glory offers to Marry me, to u- 
nite me to him, to make an everlaſting 
Covenant with me, promiſes to en- 
dow me with all his Goods, puts a Ring 
on my Finger, and bids me lie 1n his Bo- 
ſom. This is Honour, this is Glory, this 
is Preferment , which no Royal Courts 
can give, no Solomon can afford, no Em- 
peror grant, no Monarch confer, no 
King beſtow. This is the mighty Wedding 


_ Feaſt, at which the bleſſed Angels wait: 


How can they forbear being there, where 
their Maſter 1s Preſident and D 
01 
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ef the Banquet; This puts me in mind 
of all the admirable things thou haſt 
done for me, in this Bread are contract- 


ed all the Dainties and Delicacies ima- 


XXIV. 


O wonderful Love, that waſt not con- 


tent to be known to me, but art willing 
| to give thy ſelf for Food to me! What 
{ p2ins doſt thou take to melt my ſtubborn 
Heart! Thou art willing to live in me: 
| Thou art willing do be one with me, that 
I may not warp from thee. Thou art 
E willing to be my Meat and Drink; not 
= only my King to protect me, not only my 
| Father to tender me, not only my Maſter 


to take care of me, not only my Saviour 
to ſnatch me out of the Burning Lake, 
not only my Mediator to ſecure me a- 


= ::inſt Heaven's Vengeance, but my Diet 


too: Thou ſeeſt my Soul wants Meat 


proper for her Nature: Alas! the World 


cannot be that Meat: That's an heteroge- 
neous thing: As well may Angels feed on 
Hay or Graſs, as my Soul on things that 
profit not. That which my Soul muſt 
feed on, muſt be ſomething Spiritual. 
Thou, O Jeſu! art that great Spiritual 


Object my Soul muſt fix on, nothing elſe 


will 
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will content it: and when my Thought 
contemplate thee, when my Soul medi- 
tat es of thy Charity, when my Affection 
love thee, when my Deſires long for 
thee, when my Will ſobmits to thy eaſie 
Yoke, when all my Faculties delight in 
thee, when thou appeareſt lovely and 
charming, and amiable to my mind ; then, 
then, my Soul hath its proper Focd, then 
it's like to live, then it's in a way to thrive, 
then it proſpers, then it grows, then it 
gets a chearful Look, then the Angels 
viſit it; the World perfectly ſowres it, 
ſenſual Pleaſures ruin it, carnal Satisfacti- 
ons make it meagre. Thou, O Lord, thou 
alone canſt make it flouriſh like the Palm- 
Tree, and fatisfie it with the Rivers of | 
thy Pleaſures. 5 


XXV. 


O, my Lord How ſweet it is to ſuck 
Honey out of this Rock! Thy Bread 
ſtrengthens to a Miracle, and thy Blood 
makes Souls drunk. It is as the Dew of 


Hermon, and as the Dew that deſcends 


on the Mountains of Zien; for there the | 
Lord commanded the Bleſſing, even Life 
for evermore. O, my God, I care not | 
for Abanah and Pharpar now, nor for = 
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: Rivers of Damaſcus. I will ſtand under 


thy Croſs and open my Mouth. O, do 


thou fill it! while others go to rejoyce 


in their Corn, and Wine, and Oil, 1 
will go to the Supper of the Lamh, * 
Here, Lord, here is my Heart, ready to 
rcceive the Heavenly Food thou offereſt 
me. Awake, thou eternal Spirit, awake, 
blow upon my Garden, that the Spices 
may flow ont O let this Manna fatisfie 
my Taſte, that I may forget the Fleſn- 
pots of Egypt. Behold, Lord, here 1 


make a Vow, That if thou wilt give me 


this Bread to eat, which endures to ever- 
laſting Life, thou ſhalt be my God, I will 


ſerve no other Gods but thee; thou ſhalt 


command my Heart, my Deſires, and my 
Affections; and without thee, no Paſſion 
ſhall lift up its Hand or Foot in all the Land 
of Goſhen: J will ſet thee over all that I 
have; and all ſhall be at thy diſpoſe. 


Chriſt. 1 feel my Heart warmed with 
this Conſideration. I will now turn a- 
lide, and ſee this great ſight, who it is 
that hangs upon the Croſs; and bleeds 
for my Sins. Oh! it is the Son of God; 
he that was in the Form of God, and 
thought it no Robbery to be equal with 

. God, 
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God, but made himſelf of no Reputati. 
on, and took upon him the Form of 
a Servant, 2nd became obedient to the 


Death of the Croſs, that I might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God through 
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RAFT. M 


: Of the Particulars to be obſerved before 


we come to the Lord's Table. 


Cenſcience. 


[ Bär is there nothing elſe to be done 


by way of Preparation for this bleſ- 


ſed Sacrament ? 


J. 
Cbriſt. O, yes! For I muſt firſt, retire 


ſometimes, and celebrate, and admire the 


Love of God to me in Chriſt Jeſus, in ſome 


. 1 ſuch Reflections as theſe : 


Be aſtoniſh'd, ye Heavens, ſtand ama- 
zed, ye Choirs of Angels, at the conde- 
ſcenſion of my God. I have betray'd him 
to the Philiſtines; yet he loves the miſe- 
rable Wretch, and fo loves him, that he 
gives his Son to redeem him. 

O God, What doſt thou ſee in me? 
Nothing but Miſery, nothing but Rags, 


nothing but Poverty , and yet thou loveſt 


I am 
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I am but Duſt and Aſhes, and will God 
vouchſafe a gracious Look to fo mean an 
Object? © Sovereign Beiug! Didſt thou 
ever behold a viler Creature than I am? 
And wilt thou go out of the common 
Road of Love, and ſpread thy Gar» 
ments over me, and ofter me thy Friend- 
$1Þ * | | 

5 Love! which C:erubims admire, and 
Seraphims adore ! It paſſes underſtanding: 
It goes beyond my Cognizance; It con- 
founds my Reaſon . I admire the Love of 
a Prince to a Subject; but that will bear 
no Reſemblance to this Love! 


God might have triumph'd in my groans, 
_ glorified his Juſtice by my Stripes; but pi- 


ty abounds in him, it hath no Banks, it 
flows at large, it's extended even to the 
molt abject Creature as I am. 
O, Love! How humble art thou! How 
violent art thou! thou breakeſt throngh 
all tne Clouds of Heaven to come down. 
Thou forgoeſt the Rules of Greatneſs 
and Majeſty, to ſhew thy Glory. That 


the eternal Son of God ſhonld take Fleſh EÞ 


upon him, and die to give Life to the 


World! Oh, where can I parallel this | 


Love! 
I will ſing of Love, I will ſpeak of Love, 
Iwill think of Love, my very Dreams, were 
2 i 
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it poſſible, ſnould be employ*d about it. O, 


that | could write Panegyricks of it | Were 
not my Tongue confin'd, it fhouid do no- 


thing elſe but talk of Love. 


Here is Love, to which all natural Sym- 


| pathies muſt vail. I ſee no end thereof; 


the farther I goin the ſearch, the more 


I loſe my ſelf : But how ſhould a Creature 
find out the end of that which is infinite? 


Where ſhall I find out the Spring of this 


mighty Stream? Where ſhall I find the 
| beginning of ir? Alas! the line of Reaſon _ 
is too ſhort! There is no fathoming of 
| this Depth? Who can ſearch into the 


Receſſes of Eternity? In the vaſt Abyſs,” 


the Head of this great River lies; but 


who ſhall dive into it? It's enough that 1 


am ſo happy as to be acquainted with it: 


It's enough that the Almighty hath reveal- 


ed it unto Babes; even ſo, Father, it ſeem'd 
good in thy ſight. I can give no reaſon of 
it. Thy Love, Lord, was the cauſe of 
this Love, thy Love was the Motive: No- 
thing elſe could be any enforcive. I amm 


ſenſible thou art merciful, becauſe thou 

wilt be merciful. 8 
O, thou eternal Wiſdom, whom the 

Lord poſſeſſed id the beginning of his way, 


before his Works of old, who waſt ſet 
up from everlaſting, from the beginning 
8 | | or: 
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or ever the Earth was; when there were 
no Depths, thou waſt brought forth; when 
there were no Fountains abounding with 
Water, before the Mountains were ſetled, 
before the Hills, waſt thou brought forth, 
while as yet he had not made the Earth, 
nor the Fields, nor the higheſt part of the 
Duſt cf the World ; thou waſt there when 
he prepared the Heavens, when he let x 
compaſs upon the Face of the Depth, 
when he eſtabliſh'd the Clouds above, when 
he ſtrengthened the Deep, when he gave 
to the Sea his Decree, that the Waters 


ſhould not paſs his Commandment: O thou 


who waſt by him, as one brought up with 


him, who waſt daily his Delight, rejoicing | "x 


always before him, enlighten my Mind, 
that I may have clearer apprehenſion of 
this Charity ! 


Ariſe, my Thoughts! Awake, np my 


Glory ! See, O my Soul, how that Love 
{miles upon thee! See how bright, how 
clear, how charming it 15! See how De- 
vils tremble at it; ſee how they grin and 
fret, to think they muſt have no ſhare in 
it! See what glorious Beams it darts on 
penitent Sinners! See how it warms their 
Hearts! See how it follows them, how 
loth it is to leave them! See how it ad- 
jures them, and how impo:tunate it . 
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with them, to ſuffer themſelves to be con- 
quered by It. | 4 
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II. 


muſt examine my ſelf, not only what, 
and where, and when, and how, I have, 
( eſpecially of late , ) been acting againſt 
God, and affronted his Goodneſs, Mercy, 


and Patience; and what Sorrow, Grief, 
and Fear, theſe particular offences have 
| cauſed in me; but whether 1 am unfeign- 
8 cdly reſolv'd to part with all theſe par- 


ticular Sins, I am moſt prone and inclined 


o; whether my Heart and purpoſe .be 
E 1x'd to know the Will of God, and to do 


it; whether 1 do ſincerely, and without 


| Reſervation, intend, for the future, to pre- 
ter God's Will before my Will, and his 


Favour before the Favour of Men; and 


| Whether I do in good earneſt deſign to 
| forgo my Profit, Gain, or Intereſt, in che 


World, rather than to do any thing wilful: 
ly,that is diſpleaſing to God; whether Ido 
truly prize the Love of God above all the 


E Riches of this Wor l, and ſee greater Beau- 


ty in that Holineſs to which I am invited 
by this Love, than in all the Gaudies and 
Satisfaction of the World. And if 1 do, 
and my Conſcience bears me witneſs of it, 


I may 
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7 — 


I may chearfully go to the Lord's Table, 

and expect the Benefits that ate offered 

there. 
| - 

If 1 have done any ſignal wrong to my 


 Neighhour, I muſt make him either Re- 


ſtitution or Satisfaction; at leaſt there muſt 
bea wiling Mind to do it, as ſoon as my 


preſent Circumſtances will bear it: 1 muſt 


either reſtore to him, what I have cheat- 
ed or wronged him in, or have ſecretly, 
and againſt his Will, taken away from 
him. Or, If 1 am not able to reſtore, 
make confeſſion of the Fault, and beg his 
Forgiveneſs, I muſt be reconciled to him, 
if 1 have offended him, or given him juſt 
occaſion to be angry; and if after that 
Attempt he will ſtill keep his Anger, I have 
deliver'd my own Soul. 

I muſt let my Neighbour know that! 
do as truly forgive him, as I hope to be 
forgiven of Chriſt Jeſus; and amas rea- 
dy to give, as my Neighbour to ask my 
Pardon. | 


I muſt remember how God hath en- 
_ tailed his Pardon upon mine; and if | 
forgive not from my Heart, neither will 


my Heavenly Father forgive my treſpaſ- 
ſes. If I have abuſed my Nejghbour, ei- 
Ther in Words or Deeds, and he __ 

Hat 
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hath receiv'd, or is like to receive, an 
prejudice by it, 1 mult not be aſhamed to 
acknowledge my Error; but prefer a quiet 
Conſcience before my Repuiation in the 
World. | | 


IV. | 


I muſt ſurvey the bitter Sufferings of my 
bleſſed Saviour, as they are laid down and 
deſcribed by the Evangelifts. I mult fol- 
low him into the Garden of Gethſemane, 
and go up with him to the Mount of O- 
lives, and there behold, how his Heart was 


troubled, and how the Fears of Death 
fell upon him; how his Soul was filled 


with Sorrow, and how his. Lite drew 
near unto the Grave; how he trod the 
Wine-preſs of God's Anger alone, and 
humbled himſelf before his Father; how, 
as Man, he begg'd that the Cup might 
pals from him, and yet, as Mediator, 
freely conſented to his Father's Will; 
now Diſtreſs and Anguiſh came upon 
him, and in the midſt of thoſe Miſe- 
ries, the weary Diſciples fell aſleep; 


how he wept and mourned; and ſweat 1 


drops of Blood ; and how Hell opened 
her Mouth upon him; how he bore 
our Griefs, and took the Chaſtiſement of 

 - "or 
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our Peace upon him; how he drank of 


the bitter Cup, and his Heart within 
him became as melt ing Wax; how he 
was led to Annas, and he to whom all 


the Angels in Heaven bowed, ſtood be. 


fore a ſinful Man; how from Annas he 
was dragg'd to Cai aphas, and, like a Lamb, 
led to the Slaughter ; how he was accu- 
ſed before Pontius Pilate, and there be- 
ſpatter'd with all the ill Language {that 
Men or Devils could invent; how he 
was ſet at nought by Herod, and in ſcorn 
deck'd with a Purple Robe; how from 


thence he returned to Pilate, and there- | 
upon was ſcourged, and crowned with 
Thorns; how after this he bore his | 


Croſs, and was actually Crucified; how 
he was made to drink Gall and Vine- 


gat, and, at laſt, bowed the Head, and 


died. 


But then I muſt not only barely ſurvey | 
theſe Sufferings, but reflect, at the ſame 
time, upon my Sins that procured them; 


and accuſe, not only my groſler Sins, if 


1 have been guilty of any, but my leſſer 
Errors, of uſing the Son of God ſo bar- 
barouſly: 1 muſt not reflect upon his 
bloody Sweat, without thinking of my 


proud Thoughts, and Speeches, and Acti- 
ons, that pull'd ic on him; nor upon 


his 


i 
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his Wounds , without beating my Breaſt 
for my Envy and Malice, and revengeſul 


Defires that cauſed them; nor upon the 


Crown of Thorns, without deteſt ing my 
intemperance, and ſiniſter Deſigns in doing 
good, and affectation of Vain Glory, 


that ſer it on his Head; nor on the Nails 


that tore his Fleſh, without taking a view 


of my pettiſnneſs, and Peeviſhneſs, and 
Impatience, which ſtruck them in; nor 
upon ths Spear that opened his Side, with- 


out entertaining ſome diſmal Thoughts of 
my neglect of Meditation, and Prayer, 


land fervency of Spirit, and Pious Diſ- 


courſes, and bearing of Injuries, and 
Holy Heavenly J hovghts; nor upon his 
Tears, without looking ſtern upon my 
ſlight and ſuperficial Performances: For 
all theſe help'd towards his Death and 
Agonies. 1 


V 


I muſt ſhew my willingneſs to imitate 


Chriſt Jeſus, by doing ſome good Work, 
if Health and Strength do give me leave. 


Irbis muſt be the Firſt-Fruits of my future 


treading in his Steps, and will make my 
coming to the Holy Sacrament more com- 
fortable. I muſt in this, imitate the WW? 
D ES... 
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man that poured out the Ointment ox 


Chriſt*s Head, before his Sufferings began, 
and Chriſt himſelf, who waſh'd his Diſc 
ples Feet, before he refreſhed their Souls 
with the Holy Sacrament. I muſt either 
free ſome Priſoner, if it lie in my Power, to 
ceſtifie my Reſentment of the Mercy Chriſt 
ſhewed me, in freeing me from the Bon- 
dage of the Devil, or relieve ſome poor Fs. 
mily, to expreſs my Senſe of Chriſt's relie- 


ving my Soul in the greateſt ſtrait, or in. 


part ſome good Counſel to a wicked and care 
| leſs Neighbour, to thew how kind Chriſt 
was in viſiting me with his Admonitions; 
or viſit ſome ſick Perſons that are under great 


diſtre ß, and comfort them, or help them, 


or give them, or procure them, ſome Phy- 
fick that may do them good, if they be 
needy; to ſhew, how ſenſible 1 am of 
Chriſt's being my Phyſician: Or forgive 
fame ſmall Debt a poor Man owes me, to 
ſhew, how I rejoice at Chriſt's forgiving 


me Ten thouſand Talents; or viſit a Mu 


that hates me, and behave my ſelf moſt cour- 
reouſly to him; to fee whether his Heat 
will melt, and come to a better Temper , 
thereby to expreſs my ſenſe of Chriſt" 
Love to me, that have been his Eneny': 
or give 4à good Book to one that hath no Mb 


rey to buy one, to ſhew my ſenſe of cy 


| 
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feeding me with the Word of Life: or 
deny my ſelf in a lawful Recreation, or law- 
ful Ornament, or lawful Meal, to ſhew I 
am ſenſible, how Chriſt hath denied him- 
ſelf for my ſake; or pray earneſtly for the Con- 
verſion of a Perſon I have no acquaintance 
with, and whom I hear to be very vicious, 
to expreſs my ſenſe of Chriſt's care of my 
Salvation. 


VI. 


muſt frequently pray, that God would 
give me a Heart to breath and pant after 
him , and particularly, a Heart to eſteem 
and prize his Love, manifeſted in this Sa- 

-W ccament, above all the Pleaſures of this 
World; that he would give me a Faith 
Active and Vigorous, and which may preſs 
through all Impediments, and purifie my 
Heart and Life, and forget what is behind 
gu; that he would give me a contrite Spi- 
rit, and Grace to tremble at his Word 
and Threatnings: That he would give me 
Courage to undervalue and deſpiſe the 
World, and the Glories and Vanities of 
it: That he would give me a burning 
Zeal to his Glory, a tranſcendent Love 
to his Name, and Ways, and Ordinances: 
that he would make me ſincere in Devo- 
D2 tion, 
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tion, in Prayer, and in all good Works, 
and baniſh from me all ſiniſter and worldly 
Ends and Deſigns in holy Performances; 
hit he would give me, firſt Reſolution 


to imitate the Saints of Old, and the beſt 


Examples at this Day; and to ſtop my 
Ears againſt all the Suggeſtions of Fleſh 
and Blood to the contrary ; that he would 
give me a mind, which may delight in con- 
templating the Divine Gocdneſs and Per- 
fection, and would tezch me the great Art 
of Self reſignation, of truſting him with 
my Scul and Body, and of relying intirely 
upon his Providence. l 


VII. 


I muſt reſolve (and nyfeignedly upon my 
bended Knees, or in a very ſolemn manner) 
to watch and ſtrive for the future, againſt 
thoſe particular Sins and Errors, and fſin- 
ful inclinations I am mcſt inclined to; 
if I have neglected ſuch a Self-denial, to 
neglect it no more; if I have been guilty 
of ſuch Acts. of Pride, and Envy, and ll. 
nature, to be guilty of them no more; 
if J have been careleſs and ſtovenly in my 
Prayers, to be fo no more; if I have 
pleaſed my ſelf with vain Thoughts, to 
pleaſe my ſeif with them no 1 

aye 
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have delighted in ſine Cloaths, to delight 
in them no more; if I have been falſe to 
my Vows and Promiſes, to be falſe to them 
no mare; if I have made nothing of ill 
Names and ill Language, to dread it like 
poiſlon for the future; I muſt reſolve to 
mortige ſuch a hahit of Sin with rigours , 


with being unkind to my Fleſh, with Faſt- 


ing, and with Mulcts of Money; if I com- 
mit but a ſingle Act of Sin, I muſt reſolve 
to uſe the proper means to ſubdue ſuch a 


Corruption, I mult reſolye to avoid that 
Company where I am, and have been, 


apt to yield to a certain Sinz I muſt re- 
ſolve to ſpend my time better; and if 1 
have ſpent too much of it in dreſſing, in 
Pleaſure, in Carding and Dice, &c. to do 
ſo no more, whatever Diſgrace, Diſreſpect, 
or Frowns I may meet with from the 
World, or from mine Acquaintance z and 
if I have been careleſs of meditating, aad 
being ſerious on the Lord's Day, to make 
a better Improvement of that Day. And 
| muſt fo reſolve, as to think my ſelf con- 
cerned to fulfil and perform my ſolemn 


Reſolution, unto which I have cald God 
as a Witneſs. 


r e ee e eee yn to oO 200 og ono 
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VIII. 


I muſt watch againſt all things, that 


would diſcompoſe and diſorder my Mind, 
put me into a Rage or Paſſion, and make 
me peeviſh and diſcontented, and conſe- 
quently unfit for the worthy Receiving of 
this Sacrament. I muſt labour to preſerve 
= Calmneſs and Serenity of Mind; and 
that neither multicude of worldly buſineſs 
do diſtract me, nor Injuries paſt and gone 
diſcompoſe me, or put me into impatient 
Thoughts and Expreſſions, nor preſent 
Diſappointments to rob me of my Quiet. 
I muſt watch againſt Impediments, that 
would tempt me to delay my coming to 
this Table, and take heed I do not yield 
to Temptations, that would make me neg- 
lect the opportnaity put into my Hand, of 
making my Peace with God, and mine 
own Conſcience. I mult reje& Suggeſti- 
ons of this Nature, and regard more the 


neceflary Concerns of the Soul, than things, 
that at the beſt, are but ſenſual ſatisfa - 


ctions. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of the Particulars to be obſerved when 
we are at the Lord's T able. 


Conſcience. 


ND what muſt thy Thoughts be, 
A And, what Frame muſt thy Heart 
be in, when thou comeſt to the Holy Ta- 
ble of the Lord ? 

Chriſt, 1 muſt, 


I. 


© Employ my Soul in Holy Ejaculations; 
ſuch as theſe : | 

O Who will give me to drink of the 
Water of the Well of Bethlehem! Where- 
with ſhall Il come before the Lord! How 
ſhall l bow my ſelf before the moſt High 
Shall I come before him with Burnt-Of- 
ferings, with Calves of a Year old? 

O my Lord! Thou haſt ſhew?d me 
what is good; and what doſt thou re- 


quire of me, but to do juſtly, to ſhew 


Mercy, and to walk humbly with my God? 
© my God! I bring an humble Heart, 
24 a. 


N Kat 
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a Soul that deſires to lie low before thee ? 
a Soul that longs to be clean, and to be 
waſhed in the Blood of the Lamb; a Soul 
weary of Sin, that fees no comfort, no 


ſatisfaQtion, no content in things below 
| * 
but beholds a far off the Treaſures of Con. 


ſola ion, that lie hid in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Theſe are things to be defired : Theſe 


are Mercics worth having: Theſe entich 
Bankrupt Souls; With theſe Pardon is 
purchaſed, and Heaven is procured. O 


give me a Title to them! Thou that art 
the true Morning Star , O ſhine upon me! 
O enlighten me! O let me feel thy cem- 


fortable Beams! Theſe burn not, theſe 
ſcorch not; but ſanctifie, and poliſh, and | 


adorn. 
I have ſeen an end of all perfectien: 


But thy Merits are exceeding broad; they 
enlarge Heaven, ſubdue Death, conquer 
Hell, expel Devils, and make God my 


Friend. | 

How have I doted on the Vanities 0 
this World! They are Bubbles all : But 
Thou, ſweet Jeſu, art perfect Beauty, a 
Fountain of Joy, which never wants Wa- 


ter, never dries up, never fails, and ne- 
ver dies. * WES 
How much better is it to be here in the 

Courts of the Lord, than in the Tents 


of 


—— 
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> 3 of the prodeſt Monarchs! One Day here 
be is better than a thouſand elſe where. 


ul Here God bows to poor Sinners! Here 
no | infinite Majeſty converſes with Duſt and 
w, Aſhes! Here the King of Heaven is not 


n. aſhamed to call ſuch poor Worms, as we 
are, Brethren. 2 

Tr How different are the Ways of God 

ch from the Ways of Men! They ſhun a 

is | Lazarus, and a Beggar: God receives 

o | them: and the Soul that's ſenſible of her 
irt Poverty, and begs to be enrich'd, is re- 
e g by him, and invited into his Bo- 

7 om. | | 
wh How lovely art thou, my great Re- 
nd | deemer! How amiable! How kind! :How: 

LOIN" Therefore do the Virgins love 
the . RY wp ie 
ey Could there be greater Love, than to 
er {pill thy Blood for me? Could there be 


ny | #*cater Charity than to die for me? What 
Miracles of Mercy are theſe? _ ! 
of | come to beg an Alms at thine Hands; _. 3 


ut | it's too great a Gift for me to ask , but no. 
a doo great for thee to give; for it is thy 


— 


- ſelf ! beg. - | | 2 1 5 _ * 2 
e- | O warm my Heart! Touch it with a 


| Coal from the Altar! O kindle holy Fre? 
he in my Breaſt! Burn np the Droſs and Tin 
us there, and let nothing but pure Golde 
ff Ds - . "= 
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main. Let Love prevail. O change my 
Heart into fervent Love, and turn all my 
Faculties into Charity. 


II. 


I muſt joyn with the Congregation in 
their Prayers; I muſt put my Perfumes 
into that common Cenſor, that the Holy 
Smoak may go up with joined Force tothe 
Throne of Mercy. 

1 muſt not come behind my Fellow- 
Members in Zeal and Earneſtneſs. 

They pray for the Proſperity of the U- 
niverſal Church, that God would guide 
her by his holy Spirit ſo muſt 1. 


They pray for all Chriſtian Kings and 


Princes, that they may promote the Glory 
of God, and the Churches Welfare : fo 
mult 1. 

They pray for the Miniſters of God's 
Holy Word, that they may be ſound in 
the Faith, and Patterns of HojJineſs : ſo 
. | 

They pray forall diſtreſſed Members of 
Chriſt, that the Conſolations of Chrilt 
may abound in them ſo muſt I. 

They proſtrate themſelves in Holy Con- 
feſſions of their Sins, and pray for Remiſ- 
fion and Pardon, and Sanctification - fo 
muſt I. 9 1 
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They pray to be made Partakers of 


the Benefits of Chriſt's Body and Blood: 
{o muſt I. | N | 


III. 


muſt ſhew my Compaſſion to the Poor, 


by contributing ro their Necellities 3 if 1 


am able. 
| muſt remember, how poor, how 


wretched, how naked, how miſerable I 


was, when the Son of God firſt took pity 
on me, being yet in the Loins of my Fa- 


ther Adam. 


I muſt conſider, that my ſelf at this in- 
ſtant am lying at the Pool of Berheſdæ, 
waiting for the Angel of the Covenant t 
come down and ſtit the Waters, that 
may be healed. _ 25S, 

[ muſt look upon my ſelf as a Perſon full 
of Sores and Sickneſs, and reflect, that I 
come to be cured for God's ſake, by the 
great Phyſician of Souls, „ 

From my ſelf I muſt look down on the 
Poor, that want my help; and as I would 
have my great Maſter have coempaſſion- 
on me, ſo muſt I have Compaſſion an m 
Fellow-Servauts. „ 
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I muſt at this time reſiſt all worldly 

Thoughts, and bid my Oxen and my 
Farms, and my Domeſtick affairs, ſtand 
aloof, like Lepers, that muſt not come 
near a place ſo full of Majeſty, and a Work 
ſo big with Wonders. 

_ I muſt with Mary chuſe the better part , 
and look upon Martha's ſerving as unſea- 
ſonable. 

1 muſt lay aſide Contrivances how to 
make a Bargain with my Neighbour, and 
know no other Covenant, but whatl am 
making with God in the Blood of Jeſus. 


I muſt not think of Trade and Traffick, | 


but remember, it is for the Pearl of Price 
that lam trading now, and laying out my 
Strength and Labour. | = 
I muſt not be diſturbed with a deſperate 
Debt that*s owing me ; but remember the 
Debts I owe to God, and how I do expect 
that at this time they ſhould be ſtruck out 
and cancelled for ever. 5 
TI muſt not now torment my ſelf about 
a Livelihood, when I come to get a Title 
to a Life of everlaſting Glory. 7 
1 muſt not now think how to get Bread, 
and make Proviſion for my Family , = 
- ol rather 
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rather reflect with Joy, what large provi- 
ſion the Almighty makes for my Soul; 
and what care he takes to make me a Son 
of God, and Heir of Heaven, and Co- heir 
wich Chriſt. 

When ſenſual Thoughts fly through my 
Mind at this time, I muſt continue to ſay 
to them, Ariſe and depart , for here ſhall 
not be your reſt. 


V. 


| muſt now make ſome Spiritual Refle= 
ions on the breaking of the Bread, and 
upon pouring out of the Holy Wine. 


On the breakin, g of the Na 


Behold, O my Soul, thus was thy bleſ- 
led Saviour?s Body broken, thus was 
his unſpotted Fleſh torn aſuader. O my. 
Sins, ye did this barbarous Act. The 
Jews were but the external Inſtruments., 
ye were the fatal Cauſes of that Torture i- 
Had it not been for you, the Crown. of ( 
de had never wounded that. Sacre 1 

we 

Break, my Heart, break; ik is a 
diſmal ſight! A broken Heart is 4 Sacti- 4 
lice, which he; that was broke” aa 2 

2 The, g 


5 174 The Fire of the Altar. 


the account of thy Sins, will not deſpiſe. 


4 
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Nay, he will comfort the humble Soul, 
and the contrite Spiric : He will pour Wine 
and Oyl into its Wounds , ſupple it with 


Balm, heal it with his Death, and make 
it whole by his Agonies. | 


See here, O my Soul, the Bread which 
is broke, is it not the Communion of the 
Body of Chriſt ? Sce how many broken 
pieces are here, which all make but one 
Loaf. So thou, and thy Fellow. Believers, 
make one myſt ical Body, whereof the cru- 


cified Jeſus is Head and Governour, who 
influences the Body by his Spirit, and from 


his Fulneſs diſpenſes Grace for Grace. 
Rejoyce, O my Soul ! For now the 
Waves and Billows of God's Wrath are 
laid. The Storm of Vengeance is huſh'd, 
the Thunder is gone, the Clouds clear 


up, thy broken Saviour hath turn'd the 


ſound of the Trumpet of War, into a 


S ftill ſmall Voice. 


O break with him no more! O pre- 


ſerve that Friendſhip, which was ſo dearly 


bought ! A Friendſhip purchaſed by Blood 
ſure muſt never die. Theu art his Friend, 


O do not become his Enemy again, for 


fear he be never Friends with thee a- 


On 
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On the pouring out of the Holy Wine. 


Thus, O my Soul, thus flow'd the pre- 
cious Blood of the tormented Jeſus ! In 
ſuch Streams it iſſued from his wounded 
Body: Thus was the coſtly Juice let out! 
Thus the rich Veins emptied themſelves of 

their Treaſure, and all, that thou mighteſt 
be clean. 

And, O Jeruſalem! Wilt not thou be clean ? 
When ſhall it once be? When God makes 
uſe of his own Blood to purihe thee, O 
my Soul, wilt thon wallow ſtill in th 
Dung and Naſtineſs? This would be in- 
excuſable. Ariſe, waſh thy ſelf in this 
Jordan, and thy 'Fleſh ſhall come again, | 
like unto the Fleſh of a little Chile. 

O my Soul! Had not this Blood been 
ſhed, there had been no remiſſion of 
Sins. From the ſnedding of this Blood, 
date thy Happineſs; when God ſaw chis 

Blood, the Tide turned, and thy offend- 
ed Father looked on thee with a merciful. 
Face ! -" 

How ſweet is this Blood ! it nouriſhes | 4 
unco eternal Life. A 

How high the value of it! It redeemed 3 
a whole World. bo 

How wholſom ! It expels all Sickneſſes. 

2 Nn | 
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What pity was it, that the leaſt drop of | 
it ſhould fall upon the Ground! It was fit 
to be received by the Hands of Angels ! 
But the Earth, on which ſinful Men walk'd, 
was defiled and curſed; and therefore it 
muſt fall upon it to take away the Curſe 

Man's Sin had made it ſubject to. 

O precious Blood! Drop, drop upon 
7 my Soul: Let me feel thy Virtue! Drive 
— cout the Curſe, water this barren Ground, 
that hath brought forth Bryars and 
Thorns, and let it bring forth pleaſant 


FPriit again. 


1 ö 
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When I receive the Holy Bread, my 
Mind mult vent ic ſelf in ſome ſuch Breath- 
ings as theſe : 

O my Lord, I do remember with Joy 
and Grief, that thy Body was crucified - 
for me, the meaneſt of thy Servants. | 
remember it with Joy , becauſe thy Love 
is wonderful. O how vehement , how 
violent was this Love ! io love an Enemy, 

and by that Love to charm into Obedi- 
| ence! I remember it with Grief, becauſe _ 
my Sins were thy Murtherers. O my Lord, 
Iwill ſtand ovt agaiuſt thy Offers of Grace 


no longer: Here take my Heart: I ſo- 
| lemnly 
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jemnly reſolve to dedicate my ſelf, and 
31} have, to thy Service. 


. 
O God! This Sacred Bread puts me in 
mind, how the Lamb of God was offered 
or me. Do | believe this, and ſhall not 
my Soul make thee her higheſt and her 
chiefeſt Good ? O my God, I take thee 
here, not only for my Saviour, but for my 
King and Maſter too. Come, Holy Spirit, 
rule my Heart; for I will henceforward 
ſerve no other Gods but the great Jehovah 
alone, who loved me, and gaye himſelf for 
me. | 


* O 


o my jeſus! My Life! My Joy! My 


Comfort! Thou diedſt that 1 might live. 
remember it, and adore thy Majeſty in 
Miſery. O make me thine, and as this 
Bread doth mingle with my Subſtance, ſo 


let thy Spirit mingle with my Soul, that 
the ſame Mind may be in me, whick was 


alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. 


IRS T2 


Or, 


Look upon this Bread, O my SouÞ® it ; 
repreſents the bleeding Body of thy er- 
eſt Lord. Bleed, O my Heart! Give thy felt 
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up to him that groaned for thee. It's done, 
O God, neither Death, nor Life ſhall ſe- 
parate me from the Love of God, which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord. 


VII. 


When | receive the Holy Wine, my 
Thoughts muſt ſtill be at Work, and ad- F 
dreſs themſelves to God in Chriſt Jeſus, | 
ſome ſuch way as this : | 


Either, 


O Jeſu, I thankfully remember, that thy 
Blood was ſpilt for me; what am I? And, 
What is my Father's Houſe, that thou haſt 
brought me thus far? Thou haft loved me 

better than I have done my ſelf! O my 
Lord, give me thy ſweet, thy tender, thy 
free, thy humble Spirit, that I may be one 
with thee, and deſire nothing on Earth 
beſides thee. 
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" 
O bleſſed Balſam of my wounded 
Heart! Welcome, thou Sovereign Salve ! 
How ſeaſonable is this Medicine! I die 
it thy Blood relieve me not. O waſh 
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me, and I ſhall be whiter than Snow. 1 
| ; have 
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have deſeryed to drink the Cup of Trem- 

bling and Aſtoniſhmenr, and thou holdeſt 

out to me the Cup of Salvation. O my 

Soul, remember who ir is that is ſo kind 

to thee. O eſteem, adore, magnihe, and 

love him for ever. 8 
Or, 


O thou bleſſed Shepherd of my Soul ! 
How ought I to bluſh, when I think of 
thy Blood, which my Sins did ſpall ! Thau 


F haſt turned my Darkneſs into Light, and 
| my Treaſon into Antidote. Thou cureſt 


me by Contradictions, and the Blood 
my Sins have drawa from thy Fleſh , is be- 


come the only refugel have in the Day of : 


Wrath. O look upon thy own Blood, 
and hide me in thy Wounds. I know 


not how to prize thy Favour; O do thon 


teach me to do great things for thee, to 
deny my ſelf, to take up my Crofs, aud 
to follow thee. „ 

Or 


O my Lord! By thy Tears, and bj 
thy Blood, thou adjureſt me this Day to 
imitate thee in thy Graces, in thy Meekx- 
neſs, in thy Patience, in thy Humility, 


in thy Charity, in thy Contempt of the 
World, and in thy Heavenly Mindedneſs. 


My Heart is fixed, O God my Heart is 
fed, 1 will ſing and give Praiſe. Fn 
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— ſhalt be my Pattern. Here under thy Croſs 
I promiſe Obedience and Conformity to 
thy Graces. O do thou help me! O aſſiſt 
me! Uphold me with thy free Spirit; ſo 
ſnall I teach the Tranſgreſſors thy way, aud 

Sinners ſhall be converted unto thee. 

. | 

Great Biſhop of my Soul, who haſt lefc 
the Ninety and Nine in the Wilderneſs,and 
art come to ſeek this ſtraying Sheep! Be- 
hold, Lord, the Prodigal is coming home 
again! Thou comeſt toward me bleeding, 
groaning, dying, thou comeſt to receive 
him that has forſaken thee, to draw him 
after that hath fled from thee, to kiſs him 
that did ſcourge thee, to crown him that 
did prick thee, to embrace him that did 
cCrucifie thee, to revive him that did kill 
- thee, and to love him that did hate thee. 

-  O ſtupendious Mercy! Henceforward no 
vain Glory, no worldly Pomp, no outward 
Riches, no Smiles of great Men, no ont- 
ward Comfort, ſhall have ſo much of my 
Heart as thy ſweet ſelf. O increaſe my 
Faith, my hope, my Love, my Charity; 

make my Soul a Temple of the Holy 

2 Ghoſt! O come, come, thou Bridegroom 

of my Soul, come and dwcll in me for 

ever. 3 


CHAP. 


* — — 
* "OS? N a't * 
* 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the Particulars to be obſerved after 
we have been at the Lord's Table. 


| Conſt cience. 


ND is this all that is to be obſerved 
upon this occaſion ? 

Chriſt. No : Forafter I have been made 

partaker of theſe Myſteries and Tokens 
of God's Love, I muſt, 


1. 


Bleſs God for the opportunity I have 
had of going with the Multitude to the 
Houle of God, with the Voice of Joy and 
Praiſe, with the Multitude which keeps 
Holy-day. © 
I muſt magnifie his Goodneſs, who ſo .. 
loved the World, as to give his only Be- 
gotten Son, to the end, that all Fheſe. . 
chat believe in him ſhould not periſh#*_ ß 
i muſt ſummon my Thoughts to enter 
into ſome ſuch Meditation as this: «1, 


Whence 
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Wbence is it, that the King of Kings, 

and the Lord of Lords, in whoſe Eyes th 
very Angels are not pure, ſhould come to 
viſit ſuch a Wretch as 11 O my Lord! To 
whom doſt thou ſtoop? What is that 
Creature, that thou boweſt thus low to? 
A Den of Thieves, an habitation of Vipers, 
a Veſſel of Diſhonour : O how often have 
I polluted my ſelf, even after thou haſt 
waſhed me! ls it poſſible that God will 
dwell in ſuch a polluted Houſe ? Is it poſ- 
ſible, that God will come and feaſt, and 
ſup, with ſuch an unprofitable Servant ! 


0 my Soul! It is not only poſſible , but 
J thy Lord hath done it to day: Thine 


Eyes have ſeen the mighty Works of thy 
Redeemer. Thou haſt ſeen him converſe 
to day with a Wretch, that hath undone 
what God hath done, hath rendred him 
Evil for [Good, and Hatred for his Godd- 
will. Thou haſt ſeen the Lord this day, 
vouchſafing to fit with one who is full of 
Bruiſes and putrifying Sores, and thoſe 
not bound up, nor mollified with Oint- 
ment. | 


Alas my Lord! I have abuſed the migh- 
ty Creator, to pleaſe a Murtherer , af- 


fronted the great Preſerver of Men, to 


pleaſe a Friend, and undervalued him that 


calb'd me to Salvation, to pleaſe an uſurp- 


wwe 


The Fire of the Altar. 6} YIY 
ing Tyrant. Ican give no reaſon why I 
e have offended thee; ſo unreaſonable a 
o | «bing is Sin; and that which ſhould have 
oled me to Repentance, hath harden'd me 
it | 222inft chee, even thy Goodneſs and Pa- 
> tience; and could fair Weather make me 
s angry? | 
Ve What didſt thou ſee in me, Lord! that 
| | fhould attract thee, and make thee leave 
11 | che higheſt Heavens to deſcend into an 
- R Abyſs of Miſery? LE, 
d O my Jeſus! Water my Soul with the 
* Tears thou haſt ſhed, anoint me with the 
Ut Myrrh of thy Grief and Sorrow, tye me by 
ne thy Bonds, let thy Scourges ſoften my 
iy | leart, let thy Deriſions ſtrengthen me, let 
ſe | ©iy Croſs raiſe me; reign over me, do 
ne with me what ſeems good to thy Power, 
m Wiſdom and Goodneſs, O let me never de- 
d- part from thee : Let not the Creature draw 
y, me more than the Creator, Vanity more 
of than Eternity, Miſery more than Felicity, 
fe Filthineſs more than Beauty, Slavery more 
t- than Greatneſs, Bitterneſs more than 

dweetneſs. My Beloved is mine ,.and1 
h- am his, he feeds among the Lillies;:?O _ 
if- that thou wert as my Brother that fc d 
to F-the Breaſts of my Mother, I wouldkiſs 
at | thee, yea, I ſhould not be deſpiſed. ' :-- 
p- OLord ! all my defice is before thee; take 
ng l 
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. done in Truth and Uprightneſs. He 1 
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away from me whatever doth diſpleaſe 


thee. Give me an humble Heart, that! : 
may be content to be counted as Dung for IR 
thy ſake. Give me an obedient Heart, that I .. 
I may be entirely guided by thee. Give El, 


me a ſtrong Heart, that I, may cheerfully I > 
bear whatever thy Hand lays upon mt. 
Give me a tender Heart, that I may be 
kindly affectionate to my Neighbour. Give 
me a free Heart, that nothing may hinder Nr. 


me from running to thee, Give me a Heart g 


of Fleſh, that I may love thee pei fectly. 
Praiſe ye the Lord, I will praiſe the Lord 
with my whole Heart in the Aſſtmbly of 


the Upright, and in the Congregation, The MF... 


Works of the Lord are great, ſought out of I. 
all them that have pleaſure therein: His . 
Work is honourable and glorious, and his 10 
Righteouſneſs endureth for ever. He hath I tu 
made his wonderful Works to be remem- y 
bred. © The Lord is Gracious, and full of * 


Compaſſion, he hath given Meat to them 
that fear him, he will ever be mindful of ©, 
bis Covenant! he hath ſhewed his People Ne 
khe Power of his Works, that he may give 
them the Heritage of the Heathen. The ai 


Works of his Hands are Verity and Judg- Ith 


ment; all his Commandments axe ſure, Ide 
they ſtand faſt for ever and ever, and are nc 


3 * * 
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ſe. Redemption to his People. Hz hath com- 
| manded his Covenant for ever. Holy ard 


or E Reyerend is his Name: He raiſes the Poor 
at cut of the Duſt, and lifts the needy our 


Ve of che Dunghil, that he may ſet hich with 


lly Princes, even with the Princes of his Peo- 
nt. ple. Proiſe ye the Lor. 
be . 1 
| muſt pray for the Congtegation, and my 
Fellow Chriſtjans, that do eat of the ſame 
Bread and drink of the ſame Cup, with me, 
that chey may all be ſatisfied, as with Mar- 


the Grace of God in vain; that they may 


God, that may indeed fight for the fu- 
ture againſt the World, the Fleſh & the De- 
vil, and be more than Fee 


* 


hic that loved them, the Lord Jeſus Chri 


* 
EF 


» x. © 


diſpenſe his Spirit abundantly at this ti 


down in my fellow Receivers all the ſtre 


— | 


r0w and Fatneſs, and their Souls may live. 
| muſt beg that none of them may receive 


keep and Rand to the Condi ĩons of the Co- 
venant they have made or renewed: with 


My Love to Chriſt muſt conſtrain me to 
wiſh and beg that every Man may love him, 
elſe he doth not appear truly lovely to me. 


. af 
-, 


[| muſt intreat the Father of Mercies to 


- * * 
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that the love of Chriſt prevailing, may. 5; 
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Life; and viſited me with his Salvation. 


8 po 


act in them, govern them by his Spirit, 
that they may -indeed bring forth the 
Fruits of the Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, 
Temperance, &c, 
| muſt be imporiunite with God to make 
chem all partäkers of the Benefits of 
Chriſt's Death and Paſſion, even of that 
-Pardon and Peace, and Salvation he hath 
purchaſed, and cauſe them to walk worthy 


-of it, like Perſons that are ſenſible of the 


greatneſs of the Favour, and the depth, 
and breadth, and length, and heighth of the 
Love of God, and conſequently may be 
Ald wich all the fulneſs of God. 


2 III. 


I ruſt be thankful for the Honor I have 


received at ſuch a iime. I muſt look upon 


as more than ordinary Preferment, that 


od hath vouchſafed me a place at his Ta- 


ble, admitted me into the number of his 
Children, made me parta::cr of the Promi- 
Hes of the Goſpel, open'd his Boſom tome, 
receiv'd me into Favour, afſiſted me wilt 
the Spirit, given me a right to the Free d 
. - Here the Words of David may: juſtly be 
applied: My Soul ſhall joy in thy ſtrength, 


Lord; and in thy Salvation, how greatlſ 


may 1 rejoice! Thou haſt given me mf 
Hearts deſire, and haſt not withheld u 
Regueſt of my Lips ichou haſt prevented me 
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lags of days for ever and ever, My Glory 


my Spiritual Enemies, thy rige t hand ſhall” 


ever and ever. O, all ye that fear the Beit 


The Fire of the Altar. 87 
wich the Bleſſings of goodueſs, thou ſetteſt & 


Crown of pure Gold on my Head, Lask d 


Life of thee, and thou gaveſt me, even 


is 2rcat in thy Salvation, Honour and Ma- 
jelly | haſt thou laid upon me, for thou haſt 
made me bleſſed for ever. Thou haſt made 
me exceeding glad with thy Countenance. 
Therefore well I truſt in the Lord, and 
through the Mercy cf the moſt High | ſhall 
not miſcarry : Tnine Hand ſhall find out aH 


find cut all thoſe that hate thee. Be thou 
cx-Ired, Lord, in thine own ſtrength, fo 

vill we ling and praiſe thy Power. 

IV. h 

[ muſt go home r. Joycing, and praiſip 
God. Praiſe is commonly for the OB 
the poor Cripple did ſo when he was Heals 
ed, and have 1 not far greater reaſon to 4. 
o? Benold, I am healed at this time from 
mine Inhrmity, and ſhall not his Praiſe bes 
{11 continually in my Mouth? 23 

| mult [1y in my Heart, my Soul doth? 
magnine the Lord, and my Spirit rcjoigey 
in God my Salvation I will extol x os 
O God, my King, and I will ae 
Name for ever and ever: Every Day 3 
will bleſs thee, and praiſe thy N e 
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come, and I will tell ye, what He a 
done for my Soul. His Love: hath ov : 
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come my Corruption, his fervent Charity 


my Coldneſs, his goodneſs my Sins and 


Follies. Except the Lord had been on my 


ſide, now might I ſay, if the Lord had not 
been on my fide, when Temptations and 
Corruptions roſe up againſt me, then they 


nad ſwallowed me up quick, when their 
Wrath was kindled againſt me, then the 
Waters had overwhelmed me, the Stream 


had gone over my Soul: Bleſſed be the 


Lord, who hath not given me over as a 
Prey unto their Teeth. My Soul is eſcaped 


as a Bird out of the Snare of the Fowler; 


The Snare is broken, and am eſcaped. My 


Help is in the Name of the Lord, who 


made Heaven and Earth. 


| V. 
Being made whole, I muſt for the future 


take heed, and fin wilfully no more: Having 


waſhed my Feet, I muſt not defile em again. 


I muſt ſtand upon my watch, and ſhun thoſe 
occaſions which formerly led me into Sin. 


{ muſt be cautious and afraid of an ill 


Word, as much as of an evil Action, and 
my very Thoughts mult be purged from 


chat Filth, that uſed to cleave to them. 

| muſt ſtrangle an evi) ſuggeſtion in its 
Birth, and when I find any Motion riſing 
in my Mind, that looks like Envy, or Pride, 
or deſire of Vain- glory J or greedineſs after 


the World, 1 muſt check it upon ics firſt 


Appearance. : 


1 mut 
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| muſt bid an eternal farewel to unbelief 
ty and miſtruſt of God's Providence, and ſhun 
nd Wl thoſe ſinful Compliances with Men, which 
ny | heretofore I uſed to be guilty of. 
o I muſt not only watch ala groſſer Sins, 
nd and ſuch as Jews and Heathens can avoid, 
ey but againſt the ſecret Diſorders and Errors 
it of my Heart, which none fees but God, 
he who is above all, bleſſed for evermore. 

VI. 

| 1 muſt frequently compare my Actions 
end Behaviour with the Vow and Promiſe, 
and ſolemn Reſolution I have made in the 
Holy Sacrament, whether my Deportment 
be agreeable to thoſe Engagements; whe- 
ther I ſtand in aw of thoſe Vows and Pro- 
miſes; and whether they influence. my | 
Though:s,and Words, and PraRticesziwhe- - } 
ure ther my hatred of Sin encreaſes, and W 
ing bye to Holineſs grows ſteady and unmo- 
10. rable; whether I check my ſelf,” uponTeel- « 
ole J ing an inclination or copenſity to nf? = 
in. Act with ſuch Thoughts as theſe: 1 We 
118 Is this the effect of my late Vow ISS Ln 4 
and I this to ſtand to the Covenant I lately ma 
on with God ? Is it poſſible I can be ſoperfi= 
I dious as to break with God?Hath thę rde 
its ot Chriſt fo little power with me? Stall: - 
ſing it not reſtrain me from fach a Sin a8. wo? * * 
ide, foulih Creature! Shall a little Pf or 
frer © Pleaſure tempt me to pleaſe the E Dewif, and 8 
firll wrong my immortal Soul ? I am tied Wa 
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folemn Promiſe, made in a moſt folemn 
Place: by a PL omiſe made to God, by a pro- 


miſt ſcaled with the Blood of Jeſus, not to 


do it; and ſhall | preſume to do it, or hope 
for Pardon after this ſumpt ion 

I muſt take not ice, whether the Thoughts 
of Chriſt's Death make my Peſſious weak; 
whether they leſlen the heat vi them; whe⸗ 
ther they repreſs cheir fierceneſs; whether 
they work in me that Contemp. of the 
World, which was ſo ſigual in my dear 
Lord and Maſter. 

J muſt ever and anon look how my 
Graces thrive, whether no Weeds grow a 
mong them, that are like to choke the 
wholſome Herbs. 

VII. 


I muſt now ſtudy Self-denial, even in 
things lawful, and that ſeem to have no 
harm in them: Self-denial in Eating and 
Drinking, in my Cloaths, in my Recreati- 


ons, in my Time, in my Diſcourſes, in my 

Wir, in my Reading, in my Profit, in my 

Eaſe, and in my Sleep. | 

A muſt now take heed I do not eat and 
drink to Satiety, but labour ſtill to riſe 

from my Meals with an Appetite. 

I muſt now and then humble my Soul wich 


a Religious Faſt, and many times forbear 
eating of that Diſh I have moſt mind o, 
to bring my ſenſual Deſires into order. 


other 
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1 mult not imitate every vain faſhion] ſes 
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az 
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nn r People uſe, but muſt be very modeſt” 
0- « decent in my Garb, and, having means 
to and opportunitics to buy me better, re- 
pe ferve that Money I would have laid out 

upon a richer Suit, for pious Uſes. 

ts [ mull not chink every Recreation law- 
. fal, becauſe it's commonly uſed by Men 
e. | who are none of the worſt. I muſt not 
er encourage the Vanity of Men and Women, 
he chat are in love with Stage Plays, by my 
ar Exowple , as being things I abjured in my 

| Baptiſm: But my Recreation muſt be ſach 
ny as may it me for Spiritual Devotions. 

I muſt not ſpend my time, as ſome luxu-- 
rious and idle People do, in needleſs and 
complemental Viſits; in playing at Cards 
and Dice; but in Words and Actions, and 
Ciſcourſes that may be uſeful and profita- 
ble eitner ro rhe S ss or Bodies of my 4 
mily, and my Neighbour s. 

| muſt not <cnfure or judge m. Nele 
bours raſhly ia my Speeches and Diſcourſes - 
and not be eaſily drawn to give a Verdi 
or Judgment of People, except it be iàñ 
their Praiſe and Commencatzuny 11 riey'7 1 5 
do deſerve it. TE, 1 

muſt not give my ſelf too re e 3 
in jeſting, but forbear bluctio#buta' WULY.** 5 
Saying, if it be ſmutty or aufs, N, 


way prejudicial to my Neighbours Ges . 
and Reputation. . eie 


| mult not give myf ſelf rg: eig 107 5 13 q 
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mances, and ſuch Books as ſerve to render I th. 
the Mind vain, and the Affections looſe, 


and regardleſs of ſpiritual Things. * 

1 muſt expreſs my Gratitude to God, for Nrn. 

the Temporal Gain and Profit his Hand H +1: 

ſends me, by qua; ſome part of i 

to good Uſes; nor muſt I be fond of tha N the 

Profit, which ariſeth from undermining my If it: 

Neighbour, | W 

| I muſt not ſtudy the eaſe of my Fleh Neu 

much; but take opportunities to uſe it to N aa 
ſome Hardſhips, that it may become more 

obedient to my Reaſon. I 


I muſt not ſtay at my Sport ſo long as my N 
ſenſual Appetite inclines me, but uſe on- tt 
ly ſo much of ir, as may render me ſervice- I m 


able to God and Man. af 

* . p 

CH AP. V. tt 

Of the abſolate Neceſſity of living up to if 

_| R_ the Rules aforeſaid. | 1 
_ 8 Conſcience, fi 
_ - | 3 „ MW 
MH. A N D doſt thou verily believe that this Hr 
We is the way to eternal Life ? t 


Chriſt. Ves, certainly; for this is the way r 
that the Primitive Believers walk'd in! Ne 
They did not think that Heaven was tobe x 

˖ 


e lar 231 
: 2 


gain'd at a cheaper rate, and why ſhould 17 
Thus did the Apoſtles, thus did theit Fol- 
lowers, and without ſuch Self-denial, they! 
wt its thought 
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thought there was no arriving to Happis- 
neſs. Beſides, this is molt agreeable to the 
Precepts of the Goſpel z; and why ſhould I 
think that 1 may be ſaved another way, 
than God himſelf hath appointed? 

Conſc. If thou art perſuaded that this is 
the way, Lord, why doſt thou not ſet about” 
it? Why art thou ſo loath to come to it? 
Why doſt then ad ſo contrary to it, when 
every moment thou art in danger of death, 
aad upon thy death there depends Eternity. 

Chriſt. O this baſe, this wicked World 
linders me, the ill Examples of my careleſs 
Neighbours, care of getting a Livelihood 
the many Croſſes and Diſappointments 1 
meet wich, hopes of having more time here- 
after, the company I converſe with, the 
People Ihave to deal with, fear of want, and 
the Calling and Condition I am in, are ſuch 
Impediments J know not how to ſhake off. 
| Conſc. Is it not poſſible to live in the 

World, and to keep thy ſelf unſpotted - } 
from it ? If it be not, live a Beggar rather 
live deſpiſed ; live contemptible, live dif- 
regarded by all men, rather than not en- 
ter into theſe everlaſting Joys. Shall a: 
pleaſant finful Life binder thee from the 
everlaſting Enjoyment of God? Shall the 
Fawnings and Applauſes of Men hinder. .  -} 
thee from the eternal Applauſe of Angels? 
Think, if thou wert ſtanding at the Great 
Tribunal, trembling at the eternal Ho- 
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1 or thou art in danger of; think whether 

1 thou would'ſt not wiſh, that thou had'ſt 

i** lived in Caves and Holes, poor, deſtitute, 

#4 afflicted for a few years, rather than have 

1 come to this miſerable end? Why ſhould 
WL jet the Examples of thy carel:{s Neighbours 
15 move thee, when thou knoweſt there are 

1 but few that will be ſaved ? Canſt not thou 
1 get a Livelihood, except thou art covetous 
1 and greedy after che Glorics of the World? 

13 If thou canſt but get Food and Raiment, 
Tk content thy ſelf; and that moſt certainly 
ke! thou wilt get, if thou art induſtrious in 
Ss thy lawful Calling, and darcſt but truſt 
48 God. Croflcs, Loſſes, and Diſappoint- 
1 ments are neceflary for thee, to drive 
5 thee from Earth to Heaven, and if allt 
by this while thou doſt not loſe thy Soul, thou ſ | 
art ſafe enough. Do but look upon thy Soul 
Ht as worth more than a tiouſind Worlds, * 
and none of theſe things will deject thee. « 
1 Thy hopes of having time to repent hereaf . 
1 ter is a meer Cheat; and if thou truſt to 

| "BY b that, thou wilt never be ſaved. A Spiritual 
1 Liſe is a thing of Labour and Pains, and 
1 Circumſpection: And canſt thou be fo filly, 

5 1 as to think a few carcl-is Prayers will at laſt 

Wi plant it in thee ? Alas? Theſe are childiſh 


Reaſonings. The Company chou conver- 
feſt withal, if they are thy Bare, muſt be 
ſhaken off, white.ver comes Gut. There is 
no dally ing in a ching of this Conſequenny 
: | and 
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and if other Men will poiſon themſelves, 
why ſhould'ſt thou? Let the People thou 
dealeſt with be never ſo bad, that's no Ex- 
ample for thee to follow. If they are un- 
reaſonable, why ſhouldſt thou loſe thy Wits, 


and thy Salvation for their ſakes? if they 


chz2r or abuſe thee, they do themſelves 


more wrong than thee z nor will thy fu- 


ming and fretting at them, convert, or bring 
them iotoa better Temper. Why ſhouldlt 


| thou be afraid of Want, when thou doſt 


not ſce a Lird Rarve; or die, for went of 
Food? And can want be grievous, when 
the Author and Captain of thy Salvation 
was in Want, and his Followers were fo 
too, and yet did live in Heaven? Either 
thy Calling is honeſt or diſnoneſt: If diſ- 
honeſt, and an inevitable occaſion of ſin- 
ning, away with it, and turn Plow- man or 
Servant, rather than live in it: If honeſt, 
do not involve thy ſelf in too much Buß- 


| neſs; for that will certainly hinder thee 
from frequent Prayer and Meditation, and 


looking after the Concerns of thy Soul: 


And as for Neceſſaries, thy God will not 


ſuffer thee to want them. 

Lift up thine Eyes, look upon this World: 
The greateſt part of the Men thou ſeeſt, 
will certziuly be eternally iſerable. Why 


ſhouldſt chou venture with them? Doſt 


thou think that howling with them at laſt, | 


will give thee any Comfort? There is a 
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Prize put into thy Hand, why ſhouldſt 
thou ſlight it, and lament thy contempt for 
ever? Neglect not the preſent time: Do 
not let this opportunity ſlip: Thy God 
wa its for thee: Come in, before the Door 
be ſhut, believe in good earneſt, and no- 
thing will ſeem difficult. 

Chriſt: 1 am convinced; I yield ; I have 
nothing to ſay againſt all this. Great God! 


* 


help me; draw me after thee, and I will 
run. Up, up, my lazy, 1dle, ſleeping Soul! 
Open thine Eyes; put on Reſolution; waſh 
away thy Filth; fhake off chy Priſon- Gar- 
ment; gird vp thy Loins, make baſte, run 
to God, break the Chains of Sin, and pre- 
fent thy Heart to the Living God, Lift up 


. thine Eyes; view the Holy Angels, heark- 


en to their Hallelujah*s 3 chaſe away thy 


Darkneſs ; cleanſe tny ſelf; become an hum- 


ble Spouſe of the Lygrd Jeſus ;, feed thy felf 
with his Beauty, kits him with the Lips of 
Faith; make him thy Darling, receive him 
into thy Bofom ; quench thy Thirſt with 
his Blood; hold him faſt; do not let him 
go; fing his Praiſes; admire his Love; 


meet him by Repertance ; keep him by 


Holy Fervors; Honour his Name; dare 
to ſpeak for him; be not aſhamed of him; 
confeſs him before Men, and he will confels 
tore his Father and his Holy An- 


thee be 
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To be uſed Before and After Re- 
ceiving the Hol) Sacrament of the 
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8 
A. Confeſſion to be ſaid by way of Pre- 
paration. : 


() Thou great Creator, Redeemer. and 
Sanctifier of Men! when I reflects? 
upon my Life, how contrary to thy holy: -- 3 
and wholſome Laws, how unlike the Lives 
of thy Saints, how unworthy of thy Mer- 

cles and Favours it hath been, how can!!!! 
forbear bluſhing | How can I forbear pro- 
ſtrating my ſelf before thee ! How can Ifor- 
bear falling into the humbleſt Poſture my: + 2 
Soul and Body is capable of! Homw/have l- - © 
abuſed thy Goodneſs How have L affeotted ©? = 
thy Charity! How have I treſpal ed Un 
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_ thy Patience ! How have! reſiſted thy ten- 
der Calls! how haſt thou waited for me, 
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Voice, Be of good cheer thy Sins age forgives. 


while I have been ſtubborn ! Ha haſt thou 
courted me, while I have been vain! How 
haſt thou careſs'd me, while J have been 
careleſs! How deep ought my Contrition 
to be! How profound my Sorrow! How 
profuſe my Tears | 
| have mourned for a dead Corps, I have 
wept for a deceaſed Relation; ! nave grie- 
ved to ſee the Body of my Friend left with- 
out a Soul: Yet have not mourned for Gods 
departing from me, nor wept for the dead- 
neſs of my Heart, nor grieved to ſee my 
ſelf deprived of thy Grace and Mercy, 
O my Lord! I fee my Folly, | perceive 
have gone aſtray, I am ſenſible] have diſho- 
noured thee : How different do my Sins ap- 
pear to me now, from what they did be- 
fore! They look more diſmal, more dread- 
fal, more bloody, than once they did ! Now 
I would mourn, now I would take on for 
them, now I would deplore them ! | 
O tauch this frozen Heart, that it may 
melt! O Jeſu! Look upon theſe Eyes of 
mine, that they may flow with Water! O, 
behold me from the Croſs, that I may weep 
bitterly! There is hopes, that if I mourn 
I ſhall be comforted; if I weep I ſhall 
laugh at laſt, if J grieve, I ſhall rejoyce. 
O, my God, I long to hear chy joyful 
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The Fire of the Altar. 99 
thee ! ] long to rejoyee in thee! I long to- 
be bleſſed with the Light of thy Counte- 


raace! But the Sum will not ſhine out, till 


after the Rain. 1 | 

O, then water this Face of mine, ſpeak 
the word, bid the Waters flow, bid peniten- 
tial Showers Enrich this barren Ground, and 
let me feel thy warmer Beams; thyLove will 


refreſh me-iby Vreſence will revive me, and 


my Garments of Heavineſs will be turned 


into Garments cf Praiſe and Exaltation. 


O, my Jcſus ! thou didſt hang naked on 
ne Crots, that | might be deck d with thy 
purple Robes! Thou waſt wounded, that 1 


mwight be healed! O, heal me, and I ſha 


be healed 1 Tome, deareſt Phyſician, and 

ty Servant ſhall be whole. 5 
Fetold, Lord! Here comes a poor Prodi- 

gal) qu kiug and trembling to thy Throne! 


, come from a far Country, from the Land 


of Darkneſs, from the Borders of the burn 
ing Lake, from the Frontiers of Hell, I come 
miſetable and naked ! I come begging, har 


thou woulaſt put a Ring upon my Finger? 
ani! betroth me to thy ſelf in Righteonf-: © -? 


nels. The Requeſt is bold, but thy ſelf 
giveſt Encouragement ro it. 


mw 
$2%s 198% Lf #% | 


[ have no Merit, I can plead no Defert,> . © 


Here thou ſcaſt nothing but filthy Rags: 


O, throw thy Mantle over me. IHA Heard 
that thou Joveſt to manifeſt thy greateſt 


Poper in The greateſt weakneſs, 'thy Brest? 
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eſt ſtrength in the greateſt Iufirmity. 1 


have heard,thou lovelt to ſpread thy Skirts 
over thoſe that are deſtitute, and afflicted, 


that are caſt abroad, have no Eye to pity { 


them, and know not where to addreſs 
themſelves for relief. Thou haſt promiled 


to ſuch, to open Rivers for them in high 


Places, and Fountains in the midſt of Va[- 
leys. When the needy and thirſty ſeek for 
Water, thou, the God of J/rael wilt not 


forſake them. - | 
O my Lord! If Miſery be a motive to 


Mercy, here thou ſeeſt it in the higheſt de- 


gree! What mighty, what marvellous things 
haſt thou done for me! Yet have I run a- 
way from thee! what heſte have I made 


to get out of thy ſight! How afraid havel 


been of ſerving thee! Thou haſt been my 
greateſt Friend, and I have uſed thee like 


an Enemy! How have I ſnunn'd thy Coun- 
ſels, as if they had been big with Death 


and Thunder. - 
Ah, fooliſh Creature! How have I for- 


ſaken thee the Fountain of living Waters ! 
how fond have I been of broken Ciſterns ? 


how enamoured with muddy Puddles ! Ah, 
r, how didſt thou pity me, how 


B 8 

diaäſt thou bewail my blindneſs! With what 
{ ſortowful Eyes didſt thou look upon my 
. wilfulneſs! Behold, my Lord! I do return, I 
keturn, that I may look upon thee; return 
that thou may?ſt look upon me; ag 
12 7 
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O, do thou reo yce over me! O, let there 
be joy ia the Preſence of thy Holy Angels 
over this Sinner who repents ! - 

am troubled, I am exceedingly troubled, 

| that I have made no anſ{werzble returns to 

thy Love; that thy Grace hath been be- 

ſtowed upon me in vain; that thy Mercy 

hath been hrown away upon ſuch a wretch. 

Oh, the Baſeneſs! Oh, the Ingratitude ! 

Oh, the Diſingenuity that I have been guil- 

| ty of i Thou haſt been my greateſt Bene-- 
factor! How freely, how lovirgly, how 

| candidly haſt thou viſited me! Yet I have 
reſiſted thy Power, deſpiſed thy Wiſdom, 
undervalued thy Goodneſs. _ 
Thou wouldſt have torn down my ſtrong 
Holds of Iniquity, and] would not; thou 
wouldſt have taught me my Duty to God 

and Man, and I refuſed it; thou wouldſt 
have made me Holy as thou art Holy, and 
ſcorn'd it. a 

Ungrateful Worm! Do I thus reward tes 
Lord my God! Could I recompenſe ſuck © 
Mercies with ſuch Sins! Such Favours with _ : 
> ſuach groſs Neglects! Thy Condeſcenſjor 
| with Pride! Thy Humilation with Envyt : 
Thy Love with Anger! Thy Bounty withh -- - 
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t light and flovenly Performances! ö; 
, Readineſs to relieve me with Diſobedt®: © 2 


ec Thy Charity with contempt ofiny-.. - | 
— Wl Neighbour ! Thy Bleſſings with Revenge? 
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and Goodneſs! Thy Munificence with 
Vanity! And the Snowers of thy Grace 
with Eartbly- mindedncſs! 

Ah! How are my Sins multiplied ! How 
like a heavy Burden are they become, too 
heavy for me co bear ! But Oh, my God ! thy 


Merey is over all hy Works! Thy Mercy 


is greater hau my Sins ! My Si s have taken 
hold upon me ! W Hat ſi all l do? Lam a bur- 
den to my ſelf - I am how?d down with the 
weight of my Tranſgreſſions. Whither, O 
my Lord, ſhonld I go, but to thee , who 
feedeſt the Hungry, who looſeſt the Pri- 
{oners, who give: ſight to the Blind, who 


raiſeſt them that are how?d down? 


Thou haſt pity on Sinners, thou conver- 


ſeſt with them, thou eateſt with them; re- 


<2 * 


cejve me graciouſly, love me freely; chink 


upon thy Mercy , think upon thy Blood, 


think upon thy Tears, and accept of me! 


1 am ſurrounded with Dangers , encom- 
_ paſſed with Enemies, encircled with hel- 


lib Monſters; vet in the midſt of theſe 

Preſſures ! hear thee, ſaying, Come to me 

all ye who are weary, and heavy laden. 
Shall I hide my ſelf, as Adam did 1nPa- 


radiſe! Shall this World frigbt me away ?, 
Shall 1 refuſe to come, when thou calleſt un 


this ſtill Voice! No, no, I will confeſs my 


Tranſgreſſion, and thou wilt forgive the 
Iniquit y of my Sin. .. 
Iwill harden my Heart no more; 


tun 


1 wil | 
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turn a deaf Ear to thee no more, I will 
ſtand out no longer; I will reſiſt chy Light 
ro longer; 1 will grieve thee no more, will 
* BB :fict and ex thy Holy Spirid no more. 
7 O, inanite Gecdieſs! O, wonderful 
Y MW love | though with the Publican | dare 
s Wl not lift ay me. Eyes to Heaven, yet with the 
NB bomble Auen, 1 will come behind thee 
weeping » and w-1h thy Feet with my 
| Te: rs, and kiſs them. 
O O, ler me tear the bleſſad News of Par- 
0 der fr m thy Mouth! T:uuc.miſt Lord, 
thou cameſt , hot t call Lic Rig te. us; ut 


0 Sinners to Repentance; and of cheſe kam 
chief. 1 8 
A if thou wilt converſe with Sinners, here 


is one that wants thy Help, and that ſtands 
min need of ny Cure; full of aer toll | 
d, Wof Sores, full of Weakneſs, full of * 


Here, Lord, here is work for thy ſtrong 
Heart are Devils that muſt be expelbd by 


thy Power. Stretch forth thy Hand _ | 
ſave me. 


a Here is an Object to exerciſe thy © TA 
* nipotent Hand Upon. My Cure requires 
0 | lirzcles : : It's no ordinary Virtus that a il 


et me to Rights again. Thou, thou, Q Bord; 

muſt come and ſtrike thy Hand over the 
ore place, and my Leproſie will be gone. 
Thy Prophet Cries, by thy Order, . 


„ 


ö 
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full of Iufitmities, a Prodigy of Frag * 8 
el Hand, and for thy mighty Arm: In. xx A 
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unto the Lord your God, for he is Gracious and 
Merciful [low to Anger, and repents him of the 
evil! I believe, Lord !I believe z my Heart 
is wounded within me. l come; I come. 

Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, 
and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy Son; make me as one of 
thy hired Servants. But then I deſire no 
other hire, no other Wages but thy ſelf: 
Thou art my exceeding great Reward. 

Oh! How bitter a thing it is to forſake 
thee ! What have I got by offending thee! 
What have I gained by ſinning agaiaſt 
thee ? Nothing but Shame and Horror, and 
Trembling, and Confuſion. 

Darkneſs hath covered me, the ſhadow 
of Death hath fallen upon me ? What fruit 
had J then in thoſe things whereof I am 
now aſhamed! My Soul hath been diveſted 

of her Innocence, her Joy, her Peace, her 

Comfort, and her Satisfaction. 

And O my Jeſus, didſt not thou ſtand my 
Friend now! Great Mediates, didſt not 
thou ſtand in the Gap now, and plead for 
me: O my Redeemer, didſt not thou in- 
terceed for me, I muſt be proſtituted, and 
expoſed to eternal Laughter and Deriſion 


Sood Lord! How pitiful, how wretch⸗ 


4 . — 
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ed, how trivial, how impertinent, how ite 
_ conſiderable was that Pleaſure, that Pro- 
fit, that thing, for which I did affront- and 
- diſhonour thee ! RE 
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When I look upon the Creatures, either 
above, or below; I wonder, how they 
were able to contain themſelves, and not 
viadicate their Maſter's Honour, which 
they ſaw abuſed by me; I wonder they did 
not fall upon me, and cruſh me into Perdi- 
tion, when they ſaw how bold, how pre- 
{ſumptuous this Caitiff was ! | 
O, my Lord! For this my Soul ſhall 
mourn in ſecret ; even for this, that I have 
not lov?d thee better, that I have not ſought 
thee more, that I have not approached thee 
with greater Veneration! 
Henceforward, Lord, if all the Pleaſures, 
ow Wall the Riches, all theHonours of this World, 
vic Nwere concentered in the Sin l formerly li- 
ved in, it ſhould be no Temptation to me. 
| would tear the Tyrant out of his Searc- 1Trt-· 
ſhould uſurp thy place no more: IWwuldd 
pull it out of its Throne, it ſhould find ng 
arbour in me: Thy Love ſhould conſtrain 3 
me to part with it. I will crucifie the 88 
more. I have trampled too long upon th 


in- Mercy. 1 will make light of it no more. 
and O, my Jeſus! remember thy Agonies, es-. 
n! Pnember thy Pain, remember thy Suffering, 
teh · Nremember thy Death, and forget my Sing 


Thy Setvant David cryꝰd once, IH on 6 
pro-, and thou didſt preſently takes π ] 
and is Sin. My ſighing is not hid frohes. 
do not hide thy Face from me:! A 
look*d up to thee , and thou had 
mo his Prayer. 3 
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O give ear to my Prayer too, that goez 
not out of feigned Lips! The Nrnevites 
humbled themſelves, anc. chou waſt enter. ll © 
ed, O, repent thy ſelf of the Evil thou hf 


ſaid thou wouldſt do unto me, and doit! 
not. Peter wept, and thou gaveſt him x tf 
gracious Look. I water my Couch with O 
my Trars; O ſinile upon me too, and ſay, C 
I have redeemed thee, thou art mine, Pc 
| love thee, O Lord, and would have O 
| every Creature love thee. I would have ©f 
of all things that have Breath praiſe the Lord. 
3 { would have every Creature ſhew forth thy ti 
7 Glory! 3 Br 
1 Thou haſt loved me from all Eternity! ., 
= Was ever luch Love heard of as thine was! vil 
2 to come from the Ma ſions of the H leſſec Le 
3 into a Vale of Tears, to advance fuch a 
* Creature from Deach to Life Eternal! T 
1 haſt made my Death a harmleſs, nay, aff ©"< 
i | gainful thing. | ( 
30 Thy Croſs hath reQified all; there ,“. 
1 Death in the pot, but thou threweſt i 
Meal, and didit ſweeten all. O, blotail . 
i the very Footſteps of my Sins, and ſet Wet 
4 as a Seal upon thine Heart ; ſo will I gin} C 
= thanks in the great Congregation, my Linſ - 
1 O, my Life! Iwould prefer thee! aboyt 721 
WO 2ll thy Creatures! 1 would look upon 4 8 
=. C<hcſc outward Comforts as a Drop in thi. 1 
* Bucket, and on thee as the Ocean; d * 
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theſe, as the ſmall Duſt in the Ballance 1 


on thee ; 2$ the Rock of Ages. 
| would. love thee with all my Heart, 
| would love thee more than myſelf: O *:} 
that my whole Mind were united io ihee ! 
O, that | might know nothing ſave Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified! O, that all che 
Powers of my Soul might embrace thee i 
O,that I might ſeek thy Glory with ſtrong- 
er Deſires than Worldlings do their 
Wealth, or the Covetous the increaſe of 
their Incomes! O, that I could adhere 
unto thee inſeparably TREES 
O, wichdraw my Heart from every e- 
vil way! incline my Hxart to all Goodneſs - 
Let not my Affections be he:iceforth cor- 
rupted with Love of the Creature: Letme 
not be weary of loving thee : Let nothing. / 
oveicome my Love, let nothing dampit; : .- 
O, enable me to ſay, Who ſhall [tparate - 
me from the Love of God? O,draw my Soul” 
with Cords of Love, with this Love wounek 
and pierce my Hart, and make it ſicky > 
tnat it may inſaciably long for thee! ©, 
could love thee without ceaſing, * love the + 
without Bounds , love thee without mer 
ſure! O, let my Soul melt with this Fire! 
And purge away that Filth which doth fo 
calily beſet me „ 
Take away from me all that doth diſ- 
plcaſe thee ; refine in me all that pleaſes 
cue be thou ever preſent with me, live | 
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in me, thou Fountain of Life; and let me 
live in thee, and let that Charity live in me 
which ſuffers long, and is kind; which en- 
vies not, which vaunteth not it ſelf, which I. 
is not puft up, which doth not behave it Mp, 
ſelf unſeemly, ſeeks not her own, is not ea- Ba 
fily provoked, thinks no Evil, rejoyces not be 
in Iniquity, but rejoyces in the Truth, bears pf 
all things, believes all things, hopeth all un 
things, cndureth allthings, throvgh Jeſus eh 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 0 
A Prayer for Faith. * 
() Thou, from whom every good aud Ne, 
perfect Gift deſcends, who giveſt u 
all Men liberally, and vpbraideſt not; thou h 
calleſt, Seek ye my Face; thy Face, Lord, Micr 
will I ſeek! Thou haſt faid, O Lord, thy | 
Mouth hath ſpoken it, if ye had but Faith e! 
as à grain of Muſtard ſeed, ye ſhould ſay un- Nut 
to this Mountain, be thou remov'd, and be! 
caſt into the Sea, and it ſnould obey you. 
O my Lord I have Rocks to be diſplac'd, 
Mountains to be remoy?d, vaſt Loads to be 
freed from; Rocks of Unbelief, Mountain 
of Sin, Loads of Iniquity! Oh lend me 
thy helping Hand. — 
None can give relief, none can ſuccour, 
none can do me any good, but thy elk 
How dark, how dull, how doubtful'is m 
Faith! ſometimes.it blazes, then it diſap 
- pears again, ſometimes it's vigorous, tid 
. » ack, and grows remiſs again. : 
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believe in Sun-ſhine , and faint in a Storm: 


dometimes I get a fight of thy Glory , then I 
loſe it again. 


4 
9 


le 
le 


.O, how uncyen is my Faith! When thy Can- 
ch Haie ſhines over my Head, and 1 wath my Feet in 


it utter, I believe; but where is my Faith in the 
3 Wark, when the Fig- tree doth not bloſſom, when 
ot here is 110 Fruit in the Vine, when the labour 
ars f the Olive doth fail! O bow it ſinks at ſuch 
ines! O, bow weak it grows! Lord, I believe, 
ſg Help my Unbelie f. | | 

| O, chou Son of Righteouſneſs , thou bright 
lorning Star, thou mighty Star of Jacob, ſhine 
pon me, ſhine upon this dark Soul of mine, ; 
refs in by thy piercing Beams, ſcatter the | 


t o WW louds of my Unbelief ; diſpel thoſe Mitts, as 

nou baff is driven away by the Wind, fo drive 

Yd, em away, O thou Holy One of Vrael. BS. 

thy MW | believe, but my Faith doth not rouze 

aich We from my Spiritual Slumber; I believe, 
un · Nut my Faith doth not overcome difficulties 

and believe, but my Faith doth not put me up- 

1. n ſelf denial; I believe, but my Faithdotk 2 
act engage me to that cautiouſneſs of o&-' * - 4 
to beſhnding thee, which is neceſſary to Salva ©. 1 
tai pn; 1 believe, but my Faith doth not axkeæx 
d mee laborions, doth not make me ſtrive, an S Þ 
bt, and work, and enter in at the ſtrap, 
oft e; 1 do not believe as if fart. 
fell My Faith is not the Subſtante of things: - 7 
is een. 1 do not repreſent the future G e 2 
aſap my Mind in ſuch lively Characters, ase » - » 1 
then vere preſent to my light. Iſesmto re 


ce in thy Promiſes; but dend am „ 
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apply them, what Doubts, what Scruples' 
what Perplexities ariſe in my Mind! 


believe thou haſt overcome Death ! yet lat 
how do I tremble at its approaches! | be. Sa 
lieve thou arc preſent with me in Afffict ion I ch 
yet how often do 1 loſe thy Image! 1 be. G 
lieve, my deareſt Lord, that thou camei G 
from Heaven to reveal to me, thy Father; dr 
Will; yet 1 do not fo readily obey it as Pe 
would ! | believe, but am too often over. li 
come by a Paſſion, too often by a Temp. iy 
tation, too often by the World! as 
O, my Lord! give me an active Faith: m 
working Faith, a vigorous Faith, a lively ſu 
Faith, an effectval Faith; a Faith whici fic 
may oblige me to ſhake off all Dulneſs, all '” 
Drowſineſs, all Lazineſs, and which mei Af 
make me awake to Righteouſneſs. ell 
Give me a Faith that may ſurmount al ri 
Hardſhips, may be afraid of nothing; of 21 
Bear, no Lion in the way. Give me a Faid © 
that may make me bold as a Liou, courage © 
ous in Danger, reſolute in the greateſt Ti} > 
als, and magnanimous under the great L 
Burdens. A Faith I want, which may mai 81 
all that is within me, ſtoop to the Voke q be 
Jeſus, which may croſs my Fleſh and Bloo 
C.tuciſie my vain Deſires, and daſh mine e 
ordinate Affections. m 
0 give me a Faith which may mall} n 
me tender of thy Glory, loth to do al 5 


; 
if 1 


- ening that may be offenſive to thee, unn 
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nag to diſpicaſe thee, the authorof my being. 
Give me a Faith which may oblige me to 
et labour in thy Vineyard, and work out my 
e. Salvation with fear and trembling ; a Faith 
that may look into Eternity, ſurvey the 
be- Glcrious Manſions prepared by the Son of 
Ml God, live there, and converfe there, and 
rl draw Comforts and Conſolations from that 
251 perfection of Glory; a Faith which may 
rr live upon thy Promiſes, lay hold on them 
up io deſpight of Oppoſition, and claim them 
Jas my Heritage for ever; a Faith which 
6, may look Death in the Face, deſie its Power, 
ven ſupport it ſelf with Chriſt's Victory, and 
nich fiog with Triumph over it, Oh, Death ? 
a 'Voere is thy Seing? A Faith which may make 
Afflictions eaſie,my Burden light, and ſweet- 
en all my Troubles, a Faith which may pu- 
rife my Heart, conſtrain me to Obedience, 
and compel me to a chearful running at thy 
Command and Order; a Faith which may 
controul all my Luſts, check my inordisate 
Deſires, bear down all before it, ſet up the 
Lord Jeſus in my Soul, and make every ima- 
gination ſubject to him who muſt reign till 
he hath put all Enemies under his Feet. 
O bleſled Light! which enlighteneſt eye= _? 
ry Man that comes into the World ! Dire& _ 3 
my Steps, illuminate my Underſtagding, # 
ſhew me the way I muſt walk in, that as 
Error may miſlead me, no falſe Docktius 
corrupt me, no ä deceive me, u 100 9 


k 
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Fire beguile me; ſtretch forth thy Hand, 


and hold thou up my Goings in thy path, f 
that I may get ſafe to my Journeys end. 
I am a Traveller and Pilgrim here, go * 


chou before me, and Vll follow thee; lead 
me through this barren Wilderneſs; and WW, 
Teave me not till I enter into Canaar. : 
It is not, Lord, of him that Runs,nor of 
him that Wills, but cf thee who ſheweſt 5 
Mercy. As Fleſh and Blood could not have 80 
revealed theſe things unto me, fo thou a- 
1one muſt enable my Faith to quench 'all 
The bery Darts of the Devil. Ariſe,O God, 
and let thine Enemies be ſcattered. | 
O, howam 1 beholden to thee ! What 
Thanks, what Praiſcs doI owe thee, that 0 
thou haſt calbd me to the Light of thy Go- WW... 
ſpel! That thou haſt diſcovered to me thoſe WW... 
Errors, which Perſons of other Religions W- : 
in the World lie involv'd in ! That I have IF. 
liberty to read thy Word, to peruſe it, and 
co know the things belonging to my Peace! be: 
Thou haſt not dealt ſo with other Perſons; 
and as for thy Judgments, they have not i. 
= Known them. 
90 But what will this Knowledge profit me, 
af my practice be not ſuitable, or my Belief 


Atrong and firm, and vigorous! ? Trent 7 
£0 think how many Thouſands are like to Nuo 
periſh for want of this Faith; Ah? how | 


des c believe in good earneſt! How few 
=. pre with any lively AﬀeQions:! "io 
eu 


* 
! 
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few aa, and live, as if they did believe! 


k O, moſt patient God, pity, pity, that 
5 vaſt multitude of Chriſtian Unbelieyers © 


ee, how Hell hath opened her Mouth to 
f ſwallow them up! O, thcu that haſt re- 
deemed them wih thy Blood! Why mould 
Je Enemy run away with thy Purchaſe! 


Le, bow theſe poor Creatures wander like: 
„Jbcep without a Shepherd! 15 
b Or, gather them! O, ſeek them, that thous. 


may'ſt find them! Undece ive them, let them 
0 lee how far they are from the Kingdam of 
od! O my Lord! I believe that choù art, 
and wilt be a Rewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek thee; I belicye if any Men will 
do thy Will, he ſh:ll know of thy Doctrine, 
fo whetger it be of God or v0.1 beide, 
that not the leaſt Tittle of thy Word ſhall. 
fail. O, increaſe my Belief! Let not my- 
10 Faith reſt upon thy Doctrine only, but let 
e! have regard to all thy Laws! O, let me o 


„ believe an approaching Eternity, ast be 
concerned at the Thoughts of it! O; let mem 
lot To only talk of it, but let my Belief cure 
my affect ions from their Slumber. π © 
10 O my Jeſus! I believe thou waſt:Trygſz =, '- 2 
> led for my Sins: How then ſhouldt he * _ 1 


Sn! aſſure me, that if I do; If © 


a. 


hock thee: How can] believe my, Sin as 7 4 


1 W while 1 embrace and cheriſh it: HGE 
* an | believe it killed thee, while l make 1 
auch of it! How can 1 believe jt dre 
e c | r 


come, that gtorious Day which ſhall hat 


— 
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Sweats of Blood from thee, while I water Il 3 
it and -eep it warm! ET | 

O, Iam weary of this vain Belief; rid“ 
me of it; deliver me from it! Let all my © 
Neighbours ſee that [ believe theſe things Ml © 


indeed. Let the World fee, by my Conver. Be 


lution, that theſe things work upon me. m 
O, let me not only believe theſe great 
things, but live them over! Come forth, my he 
deareſt Lord, and meet me! No Man can © 
come to thee, but he whom thou draweſt to f 

thee : O, let me touch but the Hem of thy 

Garment, and i mall recover! Let me ſo ke 
believe in thee, that it may appear thou li- U 
veſt in me, that I may at laſt attain the end H 
of my Faith, even the Salvation of m el 


Soul: Great Author and Finiſher of my 


Faith, hear me for thy Mercies ſake. Ann f 
III. 
A Prayer for a Lively Hope. 
LF Thou in whom my Fathers hoped! 
They hoped in thee, and thou didi 
deliver them: Thou art all Goodneſs, al 
Sweetneſs, all Clemency ! Who would nd 
hope in thee! Thy Mercies bid me hops 
thy Pcomiſes bid me hope, and all th 
Revelations bid me hope. - 
O, thou Hope of [/-ae!! Here 1 am, hers 
Ilie proſtrate before thy Face; here Mm 
Soul intends to breath out her Defites. 
O, my Lord! When will that happy Di 


0 
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no Night, no Clouds, no Darkneſs! Thou 
halt poke of it; thy Prophets have ſeen 
Viſions of it: thy Apoſtles have declared it; 
one was wrapt up above the Clouds to take 
2 View of it. The Son that came out of thy 
Boſorn hath aſſured me of it. When ſhalt 
mine Eyes behold that bright Day, when 
| ſhall enter into thy Joy, be made a Co- 


heir with Chriſt, be cloath'd in white, ſhine 


as the Stars, look upon thee, and not be a- 


| ſhamed. 


Thou haſt promiſed it, and ſhall not 1 
hope fot it; O, my Lord, thou ſeeſt me, 
that art preſent with me, and knoweft my 
Heart, my Sighs, my Deſires, 50 Know- 
eſt hope for it. 

O, let this hope be lively, let. it be a Hope 
which may purifie me even as God is Pure. 


Nay, my very Fleſh ſhall reſt in Hope, and 


thou wilt not ſuffer my Body to ſegever-. 
laſting Corruption; thou wilt raiſe me fro 
the Duſt ar laſt ; al my Bones ſhall ay, 


Lord, Who 1s like unto thee ! 


] know that my Redeemer lives, and that | 
he ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the 


E2 arch: And tho after my Skin, Worms 5 
deſtroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh ſnalk 


ſee God, whom | ſhall ſee for my ſelf, ank 
mine Eyes. ſhall behold,gand-nÞ>t: audther; _ 
And. having this Hope, ©,aflft mer” 0, 
perſpademe, O prompt me t6cleatiſe . 3 
ſelf from all filthineſs, bot of AE 2 


E 4 


18 ; 2 | 


* it 
a! 4 


= we __ 
rit, and to perfect Holineſs in the fear of God. 


try-men, no perils among Heathens, no pe- 
no perils in the Sea, no perils among falfe 


Watlchings, no Hunger, no Thirſt, no Cold, 


me, yet let me hope in him. 


riſe againſt me, in this will I be confident; 
for in the time of trouble he ſhall hide me in 
his Pavillion, in the ſecret of his Taberna- Re 


Womb, thou didſt make me hope when b 
I was upon my Mother's Breaſts : O, let it Il © 
not be in the Power of Men, or Devils, to 


Prayers and Devotions, 


Deck my Soul with Humility, with pa. 
tience, with Conſtancy, that no Rods, no 
Stripes, no Prifon, no Torment, no Ship- 
wrack, noperils of Waters, no perils of 

Robbers, no perils among my own Conn- 


rils in the City, no perits in the Wilderneſs, 
Brethren, no Wearineſs, no Painfu!neſs, no 
no Nakcdnefſs, no Weakneſs, no Infirmity, 
no Honour or Diſbenour, no good Report 


or evil Report, may diſcourage me from 
truſting in thee ! Tho? the Lord ſhould k l 


If in this life only | have hope in Chriſt, 
Iam of all Men moſt miſerable. | 

The Lord is my Light and my Salvation, 
whom ſball I fæar? the Lord is the ſtrength Wi 
of my Life, of whom ſhall I be afraid? N th. 
Though an Holt ſhould encamp againſt me, Wi 
my Heart ſnall not fear: Tho? War ſhould an 


cle he ſhall hide me, he ſhall ſet me upon a 
Rock. 5 " ns © 
Thou art he that took me out of the 


ſhake 
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ſhake this Hope. Let it be my Anchor, ure 
and ſtedfaſt, which no Waves, no Billows, 
no Storms, no Tempeſts, can move. 

Whatever Evils befali me, let me think 
they come from a Father's Hand. Let no 
Proſperity, no Sun- ſhine, no Calmneſs, no. 
ſmiling Fortune, ſubvert this Hope in my- 
Soul. Let me look upon all theſe outward- 
Comforts as Vanity , Vanity of Vanities ,. 
which can give no Eaſe , no Comfort, no- 
datisfaction to Soul of a ſpiritual Appetite. 

Let me thirſt after nothing ſo much as. 
after thy Love, as after Spiritual Bleſlings ,. 
as after the hidden Manna, as after the. 
white Stone, which no Man knows, ſave he. 
WHO receives it. 

[ will not hope in any Creature, I will. 
ariſe and depart , for here is not my Reſt. . 
Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul, and 
why art thou diſquieted within me? Hope. 
thou in God, for 1 ſhall yet praiſe him, 
who is the Health of my Conntenance ,., 
and my God. Wes 

My Soul, wait thou only upon God, for, 
my Expectation is from him, he only is my - 
Rock and my Salvation, he is my Defence, 
I ſhall not be moved. In God is my Salvation 
and my Glory, the Rock of my Strength, 
and my Refuge is in God. Truſt in him at 
all times, ye People, pour out your. Hearts 
before him. Thou haſt been a ſhelter for 
me, and a ſtrong Tower from the Enemy. . 
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From the end of the Earth will 1 cry unto 


_ Thee, when my Heart is overwhelmed. 


O, my God, my Goodneſs extends not 
to thee: The Lord is the Portion of my 


Inherisance, and of my Cup thou main- | 


taineſt my Lot. 


» 


Who was ever Confounded that truſteck 


in thee? Who was ever forſaken that hoped 


in thee? Who was ever deſpiſed that in 


good earneſt called upon thee? All hail, 


my deareſt Lord, my hope! I love thee, 
embrace thee, I renounce all thoſe lefer 
Goods, which are in the World, that ! 


may make thee my higheſt and my chiefeſt 
God. | 

lt is true, Lord, Iam a Sinner, and have 
been a very ungrateful Wretch ; the leaſt of 
thy Mereies, is more than I have deſerved: 
My very Rightecuſneſs have been 2s filthy 
Rags: But JI will not truſt in my Bow; nel- 
ther is it my Sword that ſhall ſave me; but 
thy Mercy, O Lord, thy Mercy, and the 
Palms of thy Hands, on which thou haſt 
engraven my Name, ſhall be my Refuge. 

I have no merits, no Deſerts to truſt to: 
I can claim nothing as my Right; all I am, 


and allT have, is thy Charity What Good- 

neſs there is in me, is entirely owing to thy 
Grace and Compaſſion : With this thou 
_ Crownelt me; with this thou enricheſ} me; 
with this thou anointeſt my Head, that 1. 

may Work in thy Vineyard, and receive the 
|; Recompence at Night. 


I cont» 
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to conſide not in my Works, I depend 2 
not upon my Induſtry , I reſt nat in my 

ot F own Labours; but in thy Blood, in thy 
ny I Sweat, in thy good Pleaſure, O Glorious: 
in. Sogn of God! Curſed is the Man that truſts: - 


in Man, and makes Fleſh his Arm. I will a 


ec hope in thy Mercy, my Heart ſhall rejoyce 


ed ia thy Salvation? Evening and Morning, 5 


in ani at Noon, will I pray, and thou wilt 
ih hear my Voice. Thou haſt ſaid, AE, aue 


e, e ſhall 7 ga de, Seek, and ye ſball find; Knock. : 


er and it ſhall be opened to you Who would not 


I FF hopeafter this? Who would not rely 0 : -j 


It HW thee after ſuch a Promiſe ? | 
O, let me find Grace in the fight of my 


de Lord! | deſire nothing elſe; this is the - . 
of beighth of my Wiſhes, this is it wWhick en- 


: groſſes the faculties of my Soul. Thy Grace 
is the Jewel I want, the Pearl I ſtand in 
|- W need of, the Crown my Soul longs for. 

x M Thou art my Witneſs, O Lord, that my 
© W Heart thinks ſo; thou haſt Treaſures of 
it. Mercy, thy Stores are large and ineZhauſtts +? 


ble! Thou. bidſt me come and buy without ._ : 
Money, and without Price, and my Soul 


MW fhall live; Thong doſt promiſe me more 


than Kings can promiſe; and no wonder 


for thou art greater and richer chan all the 
Kings of the Earth. n 3 0 

Thou giveſt Reſt to the weary Soul, and y 
Strength to the faint, therefore mine Eyes 
ſhall be towards thee | ©, kt thing of 
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open, and thine Ears attend onto the Pray. 
er of. thy Servant! Do thou chuſe and fan. 


4 Citißie this Houſe, that thy Name may be 


there for ever, and let thine Eyes and thy 
Heart be here perpetually. - 

Thy Liberality and Bounty is immenſe 
and infinite! I cannot but hope in thee! O, 
my unbelieving Heart, could'ſt thou but 
truſt him more, what great things would'ſt 
thou ſee ? His Mercy is upon thee, accord- 
ing as thou hopeſt in him. The more thou 
hopeſt, the greater is his Mercy. 

O,; my Lord! What ſtupendious Gifts doſt 
thou preſent me with! What amazing Of- 
fers doſt thou make to my Soul! Thou art 
not only willing to impart thy Graces to 
me; but in thy Spper giveſt me thy ſelf! 
And here thou offereſt to carry me in thy 
Arms to be my nur ſing Father, and to be 
Food to my hungry Soul! May it be unto 
me according to thy Word 

Come, Lord, lodge thou in my Sool, 
make it thy Dwelling place, anoint it with 
the Oil of Mercy, I will go and take tle 
Cup of Salvation, and call upon the Name 
of the Lord. Thy loving kindneſs ſhall be 
before mine Eyes, and 1 will walk in thy 
Truth; Iwill not fit with vain Perſons,net- 


ther will J go in with the Diſſemblers: 1 


will waſh mine Hands in Innocency, ſo will 


1 compaſs thine Altar, O Lord! That. I 
may publiſh with the Toice of Thankeel: 
. VIDE; 
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- BE viog , and tell of all thy wondrous Works. 
- My Heart ſhall be inditing a good Mat- _ 
e ter, and Iwill ſpeak of things touching the 

y King of Saints. Into thy Hands I commit 
my Spirit, thou haſt redeemed it, O Lord. 
* | Godof Truth! O, make thy Face to ſhine 
„ upon thy Servant, and O let me hope un - 
to the end, for the Grace that is brought 


ſt unto me at the Revelation of Jeſus Chrift.. 
1 Amen. | | 


u 8 

A Prayer for Love and Charity. 
ſt Bt Thou who haſt ſo loved the World, 
f as to give thine only Son, to the end 


t that all that believe in him ſhould not pe- 
0 | riſh, but have everlaſting Life! What ſhall 
ll do to love thee! What ſhallI do to be 
united to thee ! What ſhall I do to get a 
x place in thy Boſom! © ES 
0 If love thee not, I am undone; if thou 

doſt not look exceeding lovely in mine 
„ Eyes, I am loſt; if my Affections do got 
h fc upon thee, | periſh; I cannot be 'happy 
without loying thee / My Soul is deſticute> 3 
e of her proper good, if thou be not the 
e object of my Delight! Iam perfectly miſe- 
y rnable, if chou be not the Center of my Spirit. 
1 Love is the greateſt Gift that's given to 
poor Creatures. Love enriches their Souls“ 
I Love makes their Faces ſhine : Love muſt 
TI JF drighten their Souls, and make them appear 
* rely in the Eyes of God. O, my Lord: © 
8 5 I 
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thou haſt given me Faculties to love thee, 
Underſtanding to contemplate thy Beauty, 
and Mercy, and PerfeQion; Memory to 


retain the lively apprehenſions of thy Glo- 


ry, and a Will to prompt my whole Man 


$ to ſuitable Actions. 


The more | love thee, the Holier I am 
The more I love thee, the more I am with 
E thee: For where I love, there is my Soul; 
where my affections are, there is my Spi- 
rit; where my Treaſute is, there will my 
Heart be alſo. Sy 
Who would look upon a Dangh1l, that 
can View a Glorious Palace! Who would 
hear the Screeches of Owls and Night-Ra- 
vens, thac can hear melodious Muſick ? And 
why ſhould I be taken with the Pomp and 
Glory of the World, which in compariſon 
of thee is a meer Dunghil? Or with the 
Careſſes and Praiſes of Mortal Men, which 


are perfet Howlings, compared with the 


Harmony thy Love doth make. 

Shall I love Honour, and not love thee, 
who art the Fountain of it? Shall 1 love 
Pleaſure, and not love thee, in whoſe Pre- 
ſence there is fulneſs of Joy? Who can be 


likened unto thee, O Lord! And, if no- 
thing can be likened unto thee, I muſt | 


love nothing like thee : And if I juſtly love 


that which is good, I muſt neceſlarily laye . 


thee more than all things in this World; 


for thou art infinitely better than aft things | 


- 
- 
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in this World. Thereis eas ſo good 
nothing ſo precious, nothing 0 rich, nothing 
ſo amiable as thou art. 3 

O, my Jeſus! How great is thy Conde · 
ſcenſion! Thou knoweſt 1 could love no- 
thing ſo well as what was like me, and in 


1: | compliance with my Temper, (for thou 
th neweſt my Frame) thou becameſt like 
Il; me indeed; the immortal became mortal; 
i- the etetnal became an Infant : If therefore 
ny love Man, whois naturally like me, how 


much more am 1 bound to love thee, who 
wrouzhreſt a Miracle to become Man, that 
thou mighteſt be like me ! 

Love deſires the preſence of its delight- 
ful Object, and can any thing be more pre- 
ſent than thou art? Thou art in mè, and 
with me, and without me Thou art pre- 
ſeat in al places, at all times, in all Compa- 
vies, thou art willing to dwell in me, and 
make thine abode in me: Thou art content 
never to depart from me. 

Thou art ſtrangely bountiful; Who would 
not love thee ? Who ever gave greater. or 
larger Gifts, either more in number, 'or 
more in quantity , or longer for dutation , 
than thy liberal Hand ? Y 

From thee every good and perfect” a 5 
comes down; whatever Gifts I receive from 
thy Creatures , thou ſendeſt them: 1 
Creatures are but the Channels or the pip 
through which they are i 2 


Be? 
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not I love the Fountain more than theChan- 
nel? the Spring more than the Pipe, through 
which the Water runs ? and the great Giver 
more than the Meſſengers that carry it? 

Thou workeſt in all, thou inclineſt the 
Hearts of the Bountiful, thou openeſt their 
Hands, thou turneſt their Hearts into Cha- 
rity; thou ſeaſoneſt their Minds with 
Thovghts of me, and tnou bendeſt their 
Wills to do me good ! and ſhall not look 
up from the Creature to the Creator , and 
give him my deareſt Love ? 

I will love thee, OLord, I muſt love 


thee, for thou art ſweet beyond compari- 


ſon, amiable without Parallel, lovely to a 
miracle! thou art the true Father of my Soul, 
thou provideſt for me , thou takeſt care of 
me, thou art exceeding tender of me, thou 
beareſt me on thy Hands, on thy Wings, 
thou carrieſt me as the. Eagle doth her 


young; nay, thou offereſt me the happy Re- 


lation of Brother and Siſter , and Mother: 


For he that doth thy Will, ſhall be all this 


in thy Eſteem; he Tall be as dear to thee, 
as theſe Relations are to mortal Men. 
Thou art my Friend indeed! O, my. 
Lord, whicher doth thy Love carry thee! 
Thou layeſt aſide thy Glorious Titles, and 
Magnificent Names, and becomeſt my 
Friend! And never was a truer Friend than 
chou art, and haſt been to me 
No Viciflcude hath chang'd thee, ng Re- 
volation- 
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volution hath altered thee, no accident hath 
eſtranged thy Heart from me! My unwor- 
thiacſs doth not turn away thy Affect ions 
from me Tho' thou dwelleſt on high, yet 
thou humbleſt thy ſelf to behold the ways 
of the Children of Men! 

My Sores do not make thee loath me , 
my Infirmities do not move thee to caſt me 
away, my Vileneſs doth not tempt thee to 
deſpiſe me. 

Thou loveſt at all times; if I am wound- 
ei, thou bindeſt up my Wounds; if I am 
broken, thou healeſt me; if I am grieved, 
thou refreſheſt me; if I am in danger, thou 
delivereſt me; if under pain, chu give 


forceſt - 


me caſe ; if under trouble, thou com 


me. O my TJefus! thou art gone i. tothy ron 


Father and to my Father, and haſt made us; 2 
Friends! | 2 
Thou haſt reconciled him to: my Soul? 
Thou haſt loved me before the Foundation 
of the World! How often haſt thou in 
Mercy look'd upon me! How ofcett haſt 
thou pitied me! I was unworthy of thy 
Compaſſion; yet, ſeeing me lie in my 
Blood, thou ſaidſt, Live, in thy Blood, live. 
What ſhall I ay unto thee, O thou great 
preſerver of Men? No Words, no- Lan- 
guage will reach thy Love, or give à tolera- 
ble deſcription of it; yet ſtill this-increales- 
my Obligations to love thee “ And what a 
me leave to 


* * & 
* 
- * * 
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Mercy,is it, that thou wilt give 
love thee | 


2 
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That this Great, this Glorious, this Im- 
menſe, this Incomprehenſible God, will 
vouchſaſe to be loved by a Worm! What 
a Favour is it! Prize it, O, my Soul! And 
think thou neareſt every Creature, that is 
ciel to Thee, calliag upon thee to Love 
him! 
The Sun that ſhines upon thee calls to 
thee, Igive thee Light, that thou may ſt ad- 


mire th Father of Lights: So doth the Moon, 


ſo do the Stars, fo do all thoſe things where- 
by thou art fed, maintained, cloathed, and 
preſerved in Health: Theſe all call, We 


ſerve thee, that thou may'ſt ſerve thy God, and 


do govd to thee, that thou may'ſt love him, whoſe 
Hand hath placed us in theſe Stations. 
O, my God ! ſhall I have ſuch Monitors 
do loye thee, and be deaf to the Call? How 
will all theſe riſe in Judgment againſt me 
one day, if [ love thee not! How juſtly do 
I fall a Sacrifice to thy Wrath, if under ſuch 
Exhortations I deſpiſe thy Love | 
How many Souls have Periſhed, and I am 
yet alive! how many have been ſtruck dead 
in their Sins, and ] am yet called to Repen- 
tance! How many do yet walk in darkneſs, 
and | have the Honour to ſee thy marve!- 
tous Light! Thou haſt dealt more kindly 
by me than thou haſt done by others. 
O, how am I bound to love thee! I ſee 
the odiouſneſs of that Sin, which others 


doat on! I ſee the deformiry of thoſe Vices | 
3 which 


very Creature, I touch or feel! 
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which others wallow in! I ſee the Beauty 
of that Virtue which others ſcorn! I ſee the 
Charms of that Grace, which others laugh 
at! I take of thoſe comforts, which others : 
continue ignorant of! 

J fee the reaſonableneſs of thy Precepts, 
which others count an intolerable Yoke ! I 
have ſome ſenſe of ancther World, while 
thouſands live as if there were none! Iſee 
the neceſſity of Holineſs, while others make 


a mock of Sin! 


What Motives are theſe to love thee | 
Shall I be afraid, or aſhamed, after all this, 


to love thee! Every ſenſe ! have, bids me 
love thee! I cannot ſmell to any things. but 


I ſmell the fragrancy of thy Love. Icannot 


taſte any thing, but! muſt taſte how Sweet, 


and how Gracious thou art! 1 cannot look 
upon any thing, but 1 muſt ſee thy Good- } 
neſs! The Oil of thy Love ſwims een &- 97 


That Soul deſerves to die, that doth: not 
love thee : In loving thee I live ! Thy love 
is better than Life! My days will have an 
end, my Life, ere long, will paſs fromme: 
My Riches, my Glory, my Wealth, m7 
Health, my Liberty, my Eaſe, my Friends, 
my Acquaintance, they will, ere: lang: KR 4 
pire - But if I love thee, that will remain 
with me to Eternity! My Love es ther 4 
makes me thine, and makes the wine: 

By OO thee, I ſhew thay: 1am not : 
. pe”, q 
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mine own : Thou haſt made me for thy 


ſelf, and if I am not thine, I cannot be mine 
own; for at that inſtant that I would be 
mine own, Iceaſeto be thine. Thou art 
to me all that Heart can wiſh, or Reaſon 
can deſire! Thou art my Light, my Pillow, 
my Reſt, my Suo, my Meat, my Drink, my 
Glory, my Joy: Thon haſt given methy 
Son, and in giving him, haſt given me more 
than ten thoufand Worlds! And if this be 
not enough, thou art ready to give me more; 
ſhew me thy Love, and it ſuffices me. 
Thou haſt wounded me with thy Love! 


Iwill follow thee! O lei me do thy Will; | 
let me do that which thou wilt, and not. 


what I will. 

Deſpiſe me not; forſake me not, O, do 
not go far from me! Draw me after thee, 
and I ſhall run! Woe is me, that Imuft 
dwell in Meſbek, and have my Hahitation 
in the Tents of Kedar ! 

O, leave me not to my felf! I conſecrate 
both my Soul and Body to thee; employ 
them, O Lord, as it {hall pleaſe thee beſt. 

©) forget me not, and let me never for- 
get thee! Let me rather die a thouſand 
Deaths, than live without thee ! O, let me 


love thee, ſo that | may. long to draw o- Þ 
thers to thy Love! Let me be grieved when 


Men do not keep thy Law! Let it go to 


my Heart to ſee thee diſhonoured and af- | 


Thou 


> fronted! 


1 


. 


' Thou threatneſt me with eternal Flames, 


| 8 
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if the Flames of thy Love cannot warm me 
now, lam not worthy to love thee, yet 
thou art moſt worthy to be loved by me! 
O, let me ſigh, let me pant, let me breath af- 
ter thee ! Ws 

O, my Life, let me live to thee O, my 
Glory, let me be content to die for thee! O, 
my Refuge, let me ever run to thee! O, 
thou eternal Love, let me be always mind- 
ful of thee ! Let me embrace thee ! Let me 
reſolve not to let thee go, till thou haſt. 
brouzht me to that place, where I ſhall be 


bor ever united to thee. 


Wichdraw mine Heart from the Crea- 


ure! Why ſhould it go aſtray from thee! 


am ſenſible, what hurt my love to the 
Creature hath dene me : Ic hath alienated 
my Heart from thee; it hath made thy. 
Word a favour of Death unto Death to 
me: it hath rendered tby Promiſes inſipid 
tome; it hath made me ſlight thy Service 
t bath made thy ways na and irxſom 
to me; it hath made thy Laws tedtovs to 
ne; it hath made me forget the Life lam 


o live for ever; it hath made me weary of + 
iy Love, backward to Self-denial, made 
ne aſhamed of Chriſt, cooled my Zeal ,” 


Femp'd my religious Deſires ; and mall - 
Harbour the Viper in my Boſom any more! 


„O, throw this Enemy out of my Soul!“ 
iſpoſſeſs it of its Habitation, expel it by 
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thy Power make it.vaniſh by thy Preſence! g 
beg not Grace to hate any thing that thou I þ; 
haſt made, but thy Aſſiſtance, that I may 
love the Creature Jeſs than thee. £ 0 
| would not have the love of the Creature I z. 

engroſs my Soul: I would not have it uſurp © 

Authori:y in my Heart : I would not have », 
it take place of my Love to thy ſweet ſelf: tt 
would got give it the Aſcendant in my! 
Affections : 1 would have it ſubordinate to ;, 
thy Loye - I would have it to be 2 Servant fe 
to my Love to thee; | would not have it Ire 
rule in me; I would not have it juſtle out ©: 
thy Love. . Im 

I know my deareſt Lord, I muſt love my ce 
Neighbour too: I cannot love thee , with- of 
out [ love him with unfeigned Love! Ilie, 
if 1 ſay l love thee whom | have not ſeen, þ! 
when I love not my Brother whom 1 fee M 
but I would not love Man better than thee ]. 
I would not obey him more than thee ; I} er 
would not comply with him to diſpleaſe} re 
thee ; I would not prefer his Smiles 0 
Frowns before thy Fayour, or thy Indigna- 
tion zl would love him for thee, and in thee; ag 


and, O thou that haſt loved me, ſo as tof te 
die for me, grant me that Charity which i or 


a neceſſary effect of my Love to thee ! & 
Thou haſt lov?d my Neighbour, as well 2 cc 
my ſelf: My Jeſus! thou haſt died for bim 
as well as for my ſelf! Though I muſt ſtanc 
amazed at the particular Mercy w_ 1 
75 g | ewWI 
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hewn to me, yet the light of thy Favour 


hath ſhined upon my Fellow- Chirſtians roo! 
O, let me love them with a pure Heart, fer- 


ventiy! Hereby ſhall al Men know that we 
are thy Diſciples, if we love one another. 


O, my Lord ! I am reſolved to be thy Diſci- 


ple, and therefore will not only love thoſe 
that love me, but even thoſe that hate me. 
O, make me tender- hearted, and compaſ- 
ſionate to my Neighbour! Make me ready to 
forgive, ready to bear with his In firmities, 
ready to reli ve him, ready to aſſiſt him, rea- 
cyto ſuccour him: O, let all clamour, and 
malice and hatred, and evil-ſpeaking, and 
cenſoriouſneſs, be put away from me'Rid me 


Jokall guile and bypocriſie, and diſhoneſty. 


Let it be known by my meek, and hum- 
ble, and charitable Temper, that the ſame 


Mind is in me, which was '2lfo in Chriſt - 


Jeſus. In vain dol call my ſelf thy Follow - 
er, if I tread not in thy Steps, or do not 


render Good for Evil, and ſhew all Meek- | 


neſs unto all Men. 


When1 am reviled, let me not 3 


again! Let there not be any Root of bit- 
terneſs in me - Baniſh from me baſe Suſpici- 
ons Teach me to put a favourable conſtru- 
£10n on other Mens Actions, and to over- 
come Evil with Good! 

Mortifie in me the itch of contradiction 
Make me affable, courteous, kind, gentle; 


3nd let no Provocation * that Dae Thee 
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ſition in me! Make me patient and long ſuf. 
fering, peaceable and eaſie to be intreated; 
give me a Temper that may make me re- 
joice in the Proſperity of others? | 
Let all Pride and Env 


me delight ia Works of 
the Hungry, giving Drink to the Thirſty , 


cloathing the Naked, viſiting the Sick, com- 


fort ing the Priſoners, counſelling the weak, 
fuppoiting the Feeble, directing the Erro- 
neous, reproving the Unwary, guiding the 
Blind, uſing Hoſpitality to Strangers. 
Make me circumſpect in my Speeches, 
that I offend not with my Tongue! Give 
me preſence of Mind upon all occaſions, 
that I may not ſpeak or act raſhly to my 
Neighbours prejudice! O let thy Love be 
always before me, that l may have com- 
paſſion on my Fellow Seryant! O, let thy 
Blood ſupple my Heart, that it may melt 
at the ſight of his Wants and Neceſſities! 
O let that Word found always in mine 
Ears, That though 1 ſpeak with the Tongue of 
Angels, and have no Charity, it profits me no- 
thing I ſhall ſee thy Charity in the Sacra- 
ment of the Supper ! I ſhall fee what thou 


did'ſt forme and all the World! I ſhall ſee, - 


what Inconveniencies thou didſt endure 
to procure our Happineſs ! I ſhall ſee, how 
thou didſt deny thy ſelf for our ſakes! I 
ſhall fee how thou didſt not count thine own 
Life deer to ſave ours! 1 ſhall ſee , how 
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gentle thou waſt to thy Enemies, how thou 

prayed'ſt for them that perſecuted thee, 

„ow thou didſt bleſs them that did curſe 
thee ! I ſhall ſee what pains thou tookeſt, 

+ Ivhat anguiſh thou endureſt to ſnatch us 

g from Damnation. 

O, let that charity prevail with me! O, 

1- Jeet that Goodneſs produce Bowels of Mer- 

e, Icy in me, that, as much as in me lies, I 

> Inay keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 

ie bond of Peace. | S 

Make me willing to recede- from mine 1 

„ flown Right, for Concords ſake. O root out 

e that baſe ſelfiſhneſs, which makes me ſo 

3, Naareleſs of my Neighbour's Good. 

y | ©, thou eternal Truth! thou haſt pro- 

de Iniſed to write thy Laws in my Heart: O, 

n- Write this Law of Love with thine own. 

iy Blood, and make the Characters ſo laſt- 

ing, that nothing may blot them out I O, 

let me love my ſelf leſs, that I may ; dove 
thee and my Neighbour more! 

O, let that Fire of thy Love put n 

impure Fire of my Luſts and Corryptions ! 

O, let that Fire purifie my Soul from 7 

nordinate Paſſions and Deſires, Which % 

feſten endanger it! Thou art the 8d 

re ffuſwereſt by Fire; let me feel thy Fire;a 

te force of it! Let it go through my Soul, 

1 ad ſcatter Heat through every part, that I 

vn Hay be trans form'd and changꝑ'd into Love. 

ww | Let me love thee vehemently, ardentiy, 


88 - fuper- 2 


4 114 Prayers and Devotions. 
ſiuperlatively, conſtantly, and my Neigh nb: 
bour chaſtly, modeſtly, purely, fincerely 
and inviolably ! Whatever thou denieſt me 
deny me not this Love! 
- Remember thy Word unto thy Servant 
in which thou haſt cauſed me to hope vw 
Thou haſt ſaid, I will give unto him that! 
athirſt, of the Water of Life, freely; O giv th 
me this Love, elſel faint! O ſpare me 
little, that I may recover ſtrength, be fore] fat 
go hence, and be ſeen no more! pl 
O thou Spirit of Love, blow upon me th 
and theſe dry Bones ſhall live! O Jeſa ! com fo 
and live in me; and if thou, who art Lord er 
and Charity it ſelf, live in me, I ſhall lov tt 
all that thou would'ſt have me love, and bi 5c 
a' Monument of thy Love, and ſhare in th 
everlaſting Love. Amen. 
Let the King of Heaven hear when Ica 


A Prayer for imitation of the Holy Life an ſe 
Example of Jeſns, L 
O Thou who art the Way, the Trutt 
and the Life! I know thee, who tho 
art; che Son of the living God! who ſha 
lead me into Edom, who ſhall bring me i 
to the ſtrong City, into that City which f. 
hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and Ma + 

3 

y 


ker is God! Wilt not thou, O Lord, Stronę 
and Mighty ? 8 FR 
Heat, O my Soul! Thy Redeemer cally 
If an Man ſerve ns, let bim fle, wo 
: 177 ö 
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gh Nabere 1 am, there ſhall alſo my Servant be. 


rely 
me 
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reaches the other to goto Hell! 


O my Lord; I had need of a Guide in 


this Age» when the World lies in Wicked- 


neſs! How many ways to Ruin do I ſee! 
Hew many Nets dol ſee ſpread for me! 


What a Snare are even theſe outward 


* 2 * . 
- 3 
» — - 


Comforis! How do they entice and draw _ 


the Heart away 
O Father of Mercy! How many thou- 


ſands do ſee beguiled by the Riches and 


Pleaſures of this Life! How inſenſible do 


they grow of that Life they are to live 


for ever! How forgetful of God? How 
enamoured with the Gauds and Glories of 


this World! How does the Beauty of their 


Souls decay, and wither away! And one 
O my God! What ſhall 1 de among f 


ſelf among all theſe Precipices Without thy. 


many Enemies! Whither ſhall I turn my ſelf 9 
in all this Darkneſs! How ſhall I behave my 


Light I muſt needs be loſt! Riſe, rife, thou | 


glorious Morning-Star , that I may be able 
to ſee my way! Thou that art the Light of 


the World! He that follows thee, cannot 


walk in darkneſs! Thou art my Sun, why 


ſhould I be afraid of going aſtray? Thon 
art my way, How can I be deceiw dr Thou 
art Goodneſs it ſelf, how can I miſtruſt thee 
when thou haſt ſ pilt thy Bloog for me? 
Tho? naturally thou dwelleſt ina light 


_ inacceſſible , * of inviſible thou becamee 
_ 2 - F 
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viſible, on purpoſe that I might foYow, not Irit 
the Father of Lies, not Lucifer, not that Ene. ! 
my who transforms himſelf into an Angel ſte 
of Light; but thee, in whom all the Trea- I ſuc 
fares of-Wiſdom and Knowlege are. ſee 
Great Phyſician of Souls! thou cameſt I ha. 
down to preſcribe me Phyſick, and that II 
might not be afraid to take it, didſt take it to! 
before me, and of God becam'ſt Man] the 
that 1 might imitate thee in the Holineſs I ſtle 
of thy Human Natute. WER Ar 
This is it, O my Lord, that my Soul de- I the 
fires, even to ſet thee before mine Eyes, to thc 
repreſent thee in lively Colours before my h 
Mind, and to conform to thy great Ex-F | 
ample! O my Jeſur| Thy Spirit] want, Þ 
which may change me into thy Image from tat 
Glory to Glory, from one degree of bright- IV 
neſs to another, and enable me to ſee, what 
Harmony, what Peace, what Order, what 
Content, what Satisfaction there was in thy 
innocent, ſpotleſs, and blameleſs Life. 
_ Omy God, my Soul longs to ſay with 
thy Apoſtle, I live; yet not I, but Chrif 
lives in me. Once thou didſt create me al- 
ter thy Image, but I defaced it ; thoſe cu- 
Tious Lines I darkned and daſhed, yet thou 
haſt given me hopes to recover that Jewel; 
and, O my Lord, do thou place it in its I dre 
Throne again! How do! long to have my to 
Heart renewed, and my Soul transformed, my 
chat 1 may mind the things of the pie tio 
| 11 
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Init with Sincerity and Karneſtneſs 
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Who but a Fool would not tread in thy 
ſteps, my deareſt Lord! Yer ſuch a Fool, 
ſuch a Sot , ſuch a Beaſt I have been ! I have 
ſeen thee lighting me to Heaven ,- and yec 
have loved Darkneſs better than Light! 

O thou Eternal Wiſdom! I hate this 
Folly ! I abbor this Stupidity ! 1 will follow 
the Lamb whither ſocver he goes ! the Apo- 
ſtles followed thee, why ſhould not 1? whole 


I Armie: of Primitive Believers followed 


thee, why ſhould not I ? Why ſhould not 
their Example prompt me? Why ſhould 1 


J ave leſs eſteem for thee than they had ? 


My very Name obliges me to follow thee? 
Whatam Ja Chriſtian fer, it | do not imi- 
tate thee! O let me not blaſpheme that 
woithy Name whereby I am called! I 
blaſpheme it if by my vain Converſation 
give Chine Enemies occaſion to ſpeak 18 
of thy Religion. Dol call my ſelf by thy 
Name, and ſhall not that Name put me in 
mind of my Duty? | 

My Heart is Stubborn! my Will per- 
verſe! O do thou bow it, make it ready, 
make me willing, make me expedite for 


* 


Ithis work. 570 1 
Thou tookeſt up thy Croſs, O let me not | 
dream of Beds of Roſes ! Thou waſt ſubje& 


to thy Parents, O make me ſubmiſlive- to 


my Superiours! Thou didſt reſiſt Tempta- 


tions, Oh let me not be overcome by them! 
40 3 Thou 


138 Prayers and Devotions. 


Thou didſt deſpiſe the World, Oh let me 


not be . with it! Thou wenteſt 
about doing good, Oh let me not be back- 
ward to Works of Charity! 

Thou didſt deny thy ſelf, Oh let me not 
indulge my vain ee: 
while the Day did laſt, Oh let me not hard- 
en my Mare. in this my day! Thou waſt 
humble, Oh let the ſame Humility take root 


in my Soul! Thou waſt meek, O let this 


Meekneſs be the Rule of all my Actions! 


Thou didſt not aim at Vain glory, Oh let | 


io ſuch pitiful end defile my Soul! 


Thau didſt bear with the weak, Oh let 


me be tender-hearted, and gentle too! 


Thou didſt patiently endure Injuries, Oh | 
let me not fret and murmur under them! 
Thou waſt faithful in all thy Father*s Houſe, | 


Oh kt me be fo in the Duties of my Cal- 
ling, and Relations! Thou didſt receive 
and embrace the penitent; Oh let me re- 
joyce over thoſe who are ſorry for their 
Faults! Thou didſt encourage Goodnels 
and Holy Iacligations! O let me cheriſh 
them, whereſoever i nnd them! 
Thou didſt do thy Father's Will, Oh let 


me not pretend Impediments ! Thou didſt 


good for evil, O let me not recompence 


Sin with Sin! A Senſe of God's Goodneſs, 
was Meat and Drink to thee , On let it be 


my Diet too! 
Thou waſt a Pattern of Gravity, Oh ſet 
| 8 me 


4 
' 


Than didſt work 


— 
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me not be yain and fooliſn in my Conver- 


ſation! Thou didft ſpend thy ſelf for the . 
good of Mankind, On let me not indulge 

oy Eaſe too much Thou didſt entirely re- 
gn thy ſelf to thy Father's Pleaſure under 


ite ſevereſt Tryals, O teach me this Alt of 


delf reſignation too! Thou waſt Zzealous for 
the Houſe of God, Oh let not Lukewarm- 
neſs ſpoil my Soul! Thou waſt not taken 
eich che Pomp and Glory of the World; 

Oh let me not be gulPd with theſe empty 
Shows | The Frowns and Contempt of Men 


could not make thee weary of being ſtricx· 


y Conſcientious : On let not theſe piriful 
things make me aſhamed of thee and thy 


| Golpel. 


8 
5 my Jeſus! Thy Kingdom muſt ſuffer 


I rivience, and whoever enters there, mult. 


force his way through all Impediments: 
And what if 1 offer violence to my buſts 
and Paſſions for a time, how ſweet will ic 
be to lie incircled in thy Arms one day, 
and to hear thee ſay, Come ye bleſſed of n 
Father, inherit the Ring dom pre gared foi yon. 
Thou doſt promiſemtes that if Iwill eln 
for thee, thou wilt give me to eat of Eng 


Tree of Life , and to fit down with thee in 
thy Kingdom, at thy Table, and: to be a 
King and a Prieft for ever. 

No I believe -this, and ſeropie fighting 
the good Fight? Dol believe this; and am 
L afcaid of the Worlds Frowns ? Dol be- 


_ Heve | 
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lie ve this, and am I aſhamed of the Seve. 
rities thou calleſt me to? 
Why ſhould J miſtruſt thee, when I ſee 


thee uſe the ſame Mortifications thou bid- 


deſt me chuſe ? If a Soldier fee his King 
uſe the ſame Pains , Flabit, and hard Fare 
which the meaneſt Man in the Army vfes , 


what Courage doth it infuſe into him to 
endure Herdſhip and other Difficulties, 
that may attend the various OY 


he is engaged in; 


2 


Delights, that Sincerity , that Simplicity 


thou rcequireit of me, thou didſt obſerve | 
and practice, and perform thy ſelf ; ſo that 


thou layeſt the ſame Burden on my Shoul- 
ders that lay on thine; and if 1 die with 


thee, I ſhall live with thee too; if 1 ſuffer | 


with thee, I ſhall reign with thee. 
O then, 
haſte and conform to thine Example. 1 
Mall not fare worſe than my King and Ma- 
ſter did; and as 1 have born the Image of 
the Earthly , ſo ſhall I bear the Image of 
the Heavenly too. 
I will walk as mv Jeſus walked! O my 
Lord! Make me Holy, as thou art Holy; 


Perfect, as my Father which isin Heaven 
is 


O my Lord! That very contempt of che 
World, that Meekneſs and Humility, that 
ſeverity of Life, that averfion from ſenſval | 
Pleaſures, that enmity to Sin, that hatred | 
of Vanity, that Indignat ion againſt Brutiſn 


will not tarry ! I will make 


is perfect! O my Lord, there is no other N 
way to Glory, but by t hee! - 7 
Thou being exceeding rich, becameſt 


g. poor to enrich my Soul! Thou cameſt not 


to do thine own Will, but the Will of him 
that ſent thee! Put thine Arms under me, 
and 1 will not do mine own Will; I will. 
follow thee through Fire and Water; I wilt 
follow thee -through Bryars and Thorns, 


through good Report and Evil Report. 


O, chaſe away all ſlaviſn fear from my 


soul! Let me not be afraid of Difficulties * 
What can be difficult, where thon art both 


the Guide and the Encourager ? Thou canſt 


not deceive me; thou canſt not delude me; 
it muſt be ſo as thou haſt ſaid: All things 
are poſlible to him that believes - PN chuſe 
ſome hardſhip here, that 1 may reſt in 
I thy Boſom hereafter; Pl} be content to 


paſs through a dirty way for ſome time, 
that | may lie down in the green Paſtures 
ci thy Mercy for ever. | 
The fight of thy Croſs in the Holy Sa- 
cramenrt ſhall be my motive: I' draw Ar- 
guments from that Remembrance of thy 
Death, to die tothe World. I will cravet 
With thee ; I will ſail through the boiſterous 
Sea of this Life wich thee: And, O, my 
Jeſus! let me arrive ſafe at laſt in the Eyer= 
laſting Harbour. Amen. Amen 
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9142 Proper ad Devotions 
A Than iving after the Receivin of the } M1 
Lord's ener of to-be ſaid either at At = WL 
or at home, 0 
ND now, What Reward ſhall I ren- tl 
der unto Thee, O Holy, and Bleſſed J 
Ind Incomprehenſible Trinity, forall the F 
Benefits I have received at thy Hands, this b 
day! Awake, up my Glory Awake, my * 

' _ ontward and jnward. Man I will fing and 

_ © givePraiſe, Whence is it, that ſo poor a | " 
* Wretchas Tam, is crowned with all this © 
Mercy and Loving-kindneſs. | 1 
O my Soul, thou haſt been watered this : 
\ 
0 
c 
c 


| day with the Streams that flow from the 
Paradiſe of God! I that was worthy of 
God's hatred, how have I been this day 
advanced! What great things hath God 
done for me! What Honour hath he laid 
upon me]! What Majeſty, What Glory 
hath he conferred upon me : 
1 feel the Fire of God within me - M9 | 
Heart grows hot within me: I will ſing, : 
and give Praiſe: Who would not praiſe | 
thee, that hath ſeen thy Goings in the San- 
Query, as Lhave ſeen them this day 
Holy Father, thou haſt this day embrac'd 
me! Holy Jeſus, thou haſt this day pour'd 
out Bleſſings upon me! Holy Spirit, thou 
haft this day manifeſted thy ſe}f unto me! 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hoſts, thou 


V haſt bumbfed thy ſelf this day to a deadDog! 
ö | Bos. how 


* W : 
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O, how often have I returnedito the Ven 
he } mit! how often have I gone a Wboring 
„ from thee! Vet, behold, the Lord, Inſtead - 
of the Bread of Affliction, hath given me 
1- the Bread which came down from Heaven; 
d inſtead of the Cup of Trembling, hath gi- 
1e ven me the Cup of Salvation! IT will remems 
is ber thy Name, O Lord, I will ſpeak of thy 
iy {| wondrous Works, 1721.52. 2442 Rao 
d O my Lord! I ſee thy Hand is not ſnort- 
a ned, neither is thy Strength abated. Thou 
is that hadſt Mercy on the vileſt Sinners for- 
I merly, extendeſt thy Goodneſs to ſuch mi- 
is I fcrable Creatures ſtill! J have drawn Wa- 
je ter this day from the Well of Salvation, e- 
of ven from thy Wounds, O crucihed Re- 
y | deemer! Thou haſt looked upon this Pro- 
d 1 digal this day: Thou haſt run, and fallen 
d | on my Neck, and kiſſed my polluted Soul. 
y Oh Honour! Oh Dignity ! Oh Compaſſi- 
on! Oh Charity! Oh Love! Oh Mercy:! 
y Oh Goodneſs! which the Redeemed of tile 
Lord muft ſpeak of! Even they, whom he 
ſe hath redeemꝰd from the Hand of the Enemy, 
1- | and gathered them out of the Lands, from 
the Eaſt, and from the Weſt,from the North, 
d and from the South; they wandered in the } 
d Wilderneſs, in a ſolitary way, they found 
u no City to dwell in; Hungry and Thirſty, 1 
their Soul fainted in them; then they cry- 
u ed unto the Lord in their trouble, and ge 
delivered them out of their diſtreſſes, 7 5 4 
| e 
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ions. 


he led them forth by the right way, that 


they may go to a City of Habitation. 


O that Men would praife the Lord for 


his Goodneſs, and for his wonderful Works 


If I forget thee, O my Jeſus! let my 


to the Children of Men! 
Open to me the Gates of Righteouſneſs, 


I will go into them, and I will praiſe the 
Lord. This is the Gate of the Lord, into 
which the Righteous ſhall enter; I will 
praiſe thee, for thou haſt heard me, and art 


become my ſalvation. The Stone which 
the Builders refuſed is become the Head 


4 oy * „* 
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as wa s wo 1 TY 


Stone of the Corner. This is the Lord's 


doing, and it is marvellous in our Eyes. 


Tongue cleave to the roof of my Mouth. 


Thou haſt regarded my Tears! thou haſt. 
taken notice of my Supplication; thou 
haſt given me my hearts defire ; thou haſt. 


not withheld from me the Requeſt of my 
Lips! 8 | | 
Thou haſt given me leave to come to 


thine Altar this day, and to lift up my hands 


towards thy holy Oracle! Thou haſt fed 


my Soul this day with Royal Dainties, with 


Peace and Pardon, with a Right to thy 
Promiſes, and offers of Eternal Life, with 
Aſfiſtances of thy Holy Spirit, and the 


Riches of Grace and Mercy. 


This is the Food which the Holy Bread 


and W ine have repreſented to me this day, 


3 and with this Food thou haſt bleſſed my 


Soul. 


Prayers and Devot ions. 


I make my boaſt. This is Food for Immor- 
tal Spirits! This preſerves Souls through the 
power of God unto Salvation; this is Bread 
which fades not away; this is the Wine 
which may be had without Money, and 
ithout Price, ji 65 


O my God! Thou requireſt no Price; 


but a wounded Heart, no Gold, no Silver, 
no Jewel, but an obedient Soul - I bring 
ic, I offer it. I beg thou would'ſt be pleaſed 
to accept of it; thou deſerveſt itz thou 


it me, thy Spirit made it willing; thy Grace 


did melt it; thy Fire burnt away the Droſs; 


thy Goodneſs purified it, and thou wilt 
cleanſe It more and more. LES 


All the Good I have, is thine; from the: 


it flows ; from thee it ſprings ; thou con- 
veyeſt it to my Soul. Thou openeſt mine 


Ears; thou awakeneſt me; every good * 


Thought 1 have, is thine ; every good In- 


clination , every good Reſojution, every _ 


good Intention is thine; thou Inſſuenceſt 


every good Action I perform. My praiſe 
ſhall be of thee in the great Congregation , © 
I will declare thy Faithfulneſs and Salvation:  * 


O, how good is God tol/racheven to them 
that are of a clean Heart 1 O make me clean, 


that I may feel thy Goodneſs; thou art my 


Phyſician, I am thy patient; thou art my 


—— 


Soul. In this Food will I glory, of this will 


| may'ſt challenge it, it's thine. Thou gaveſt 


Father, I am thy Son; thou art my Maſter, 22 
a 
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. am thy Servant; thou art my Teacher, m 
I am thy Diſciple : Thy Spirit is good, O v. 
lead me in the way everlaſting. 

God forbid that I ſhould glory in any 
thing, ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt and him If. 
crucified. O that the World were cruciod 4 1 

to me, and Tunto the World! 1 will rejoice J 1 

in thy Love, my deareſt Lord I have ſeen * 

| thy Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. 

I fee what pains thou tak*®ſt with my Soul 
to make it happy, to drive away the Night 
of Ignorance from it, and to make me 
know, there is no true Bliſs, no true Com- 
fort but in thee. „ 

Thou teacheſt me to overcome my Spiri- | 

tual Enemies: Bleſſed be the Lord my 
Strength, which teaches my Hands to war, 
and my Fingers to fight, my Goodneſs, 1] 
and my Fortreſs, my high Tower, and 
my * my Shield, and in whom 1 
R | 

Thou preventeſt me with thy Grace; 

thou giveſt me the earneſt of eternal Glory; 

by thy Spirit J am ſealed unto the Day of 
Redemption: Thou art my paſt, my pre- 
ſent, and my future Good : Let the People | 
praiſe thee, O God, let all the People prai ſe thee. 
O that all Men might know and love thee! 
O that all Mankind might feel thy Power 
and Glory! | 
| O thou, who art the chiefeſt among Ten 
+ thouſand, the Upright love thee z and a- 
_ —_— | = _ mong 
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mong theſe, I the unworthieſt of thy Ser- 
vants preſume to love thy Name! Thon haſt 
made me to walk upon thy high Places, 


and in the bitterneſs of my Soul haſt re- I 


freſn'd my Spirit: Thou haſt pardoned, * \ 
J hope, all my Sins, and blotted out mine 
Iniquities as a thick Cloud. 057 

I expe thou ſhouldſt forgive me much, 


and therefore ſure I muſt love thee much: 


Thou haſt born my Grief, and carried my 
Sorrows ? thy Torments have given me 
Eaſe, thy Reproaches have procur'd my | 
Glory, and thy Miſery is the cauſe of all w 
Happineſs. ons - - 


Therefore | will put on the Lord Jeſus 4 


Chriſt: Thou ſhalt be my Garment, my 
Crown, my Diadem; I will ling untothee 
as long as L live. I will ſing praiſes unto my 
God, while I have a Being. My Meditatis © 
on of thee ſhall be ſweet, I will be glad in 


the Lord. | . 
O, my Lord, I rejoice to hear that e- 
very Knee bows unto thee. I would have 
all the World fall down before thee, and 
worſhip thee. I rejoice in all the: good 


things that thou polſeſſeſt, not that I expect 
thou ſhould*®ſt make me partaker of all, but 
becauſe they are in thee, and they are thine, 
and thou doſt diſpenſe them to thy Crea- 
tures, according to thy pleaſure. _ 

I rejoice, O Lord, in allthy Glorious 
Gifts and PerfeCtions and Accomplithments, | 
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a Virtues , and Graces of Côriſt Feſus, 
I rej»yce in all the Mercies thou haſt be- 


ſtowed on the bleſſed Angels, in that Pu- 


tity and Innocence, in that Brightneſs and 
Splendor, in that Bliſs and Felicity they 
are crowned withal, in their care of thy 


People, in their Miniſterial Offices to thoſe 


that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 
rejoyce in all the Graces thou haſt 


diſpenſed to thy Holy Apoſtles; in their | 


miraculous healing of the Sick; in their 
powerful Preaching , whereby the World 
was Converted, in their Knowledge, and 


Illumination, in their Zeal and Fervor , | 


in their Patience add Humility ; in their 
Watchfulneſs, and Heavenly mindedneſs ; 
for in all theſe | fee thy mighty Arm, and 
thy ſtrong Hand, and the Light of thy 


Countenance -- And all that they have done 


and ſaid, is written for my Learning. 


I rejoyce in all the Bleſſings thy Saints 


enjoy, in thy calling them to thy marvellous 
Light, in adorning their Souls with ſo many 
reſplendent Virtues, in honouring them 


with the lofty Titles of Children ard Bre- 


thren, and Friends, and Kings, and Prieſts ; 
in viſiting them with thy Salvation, in aſſi- 
ſting them with thy Power, thy Spirit, and 


Influence in their Dangers and Necellities 3 


in helping their Infirmities, in purifying 
their Souls, in enlivening their Spirits, that 
they may not be aſhamed of che Goſpel of 

242K WER : Chriſt 
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Cbriſt Jeſus; in keeping them from all 
Evil, in reſcuing them from Temptations, 
in giving them a happy Death, and pro- 
miſe of a Glorious Reſurrection. | 


I rejoyce in all thy Mercies to poor Sin- 


ners, in calling them to Repentance; in 


entreating, admoniſhing , and beſeeching 


them to be reconciled to God ; in forbear- 
ing of them ; in thy Patience and long- 


ſuffering toward them; in waiting for their 


1 Repentance; in adjuring them by bowels 

of Mercy; by the Blood of Jeſus, by the 
1 Woundsof a Crucified Redeemer, by the 
ſweeteſt Calls, and the greateſt Motives 
to Seriouſneſs and Holineſs; in. thy re- 


1 ceiving the Penitent : in forgetting all their 


Unkindneſles, and forgiving the Aﬀeronts 
they have offered unto thee; in remem- 
bring their Sins no more , and drowning - 
them in the Depth of the Sea, even in the 
Blood of the Lamb, which was ſlain from 
the Foundation of the World 
[ rejoyce in all thy loving Kindneſſes to 
thy Church; in giving her thy Word, thy 
Ordinances, thy Sacraments; in making 
her thy Bride, thy Spouſe, and thy Fa- 
vourite; in ordaining the Lord peſus to 
be her Head, her Husband, and her Pro- 
tector and Nurſing Father. „ 
O Jeu! I rejoyce in thy Incarnation, in 
the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God ma- 
nifeſted in the fleſn, juſtified in the . 1 
„ 


- 


15% Prayers and Devotions. 


ſeen of Angels, preached in the World, 
believed on by the Gentiles, received up 
| IntoGlory. 3 IF 

Ih have reaſon to rejoice in thy Hypoſta- 
tick Union, in thy being the Prince of Men 
and Angels, and in that all the Treaſures of 


Wiſdom and Knowlege are in thee, I re- | 


joice in thy ſending the Comforter into the 
World; in thy Promiſes, in thy Offers, in 
thy Providences, in the Proviſion thou haſt 
made for our Souls and Bodies. 


O give mea thankful Heart for my right | 


Shape, for my Health and Strength, and 


Temporal Advantages; O, what a Mercy | 


is it, that thou baſt cauſed me to be born in 
the Light, in the crue Religion, in a Reli- 
gion free from notorious Errors and Super- 


— ſtitions! mm | tek 
| How am I beholden to thee, that thou 


haſt kept me from ſo many Opportunities 
of ſinning againſt thee, from abundance of 


Temptations, from innumerable Occaſi- 


ons of Evil! | "£7 
How many have been ſnatch'd away by 
ſudden Death, and 1 am alive yet! How 
many have been denied the Grace of Re- 
pentance , which thou ſtill offereſt to me, 
that 1 have a Heart to pray and praiſe thy 
rr what a mighty Token of thy Love 
is this | | 


Loet Heaven and Earth praiſe the Lord; 


let all the Angels in Heaven praiſe him. 


Let 
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Let every thing that hath Breath praiſe 
= Lord; praiſe thou the Lord, Oh my 
oul! 
I remember, O Lord, how, when thats 
gone through the Water 5 thou haſt been 
with me, when I have paſſed through the 
Fire, thou haft commanced the Flames not 
to kindle upon me, I remember. when for 
a ſmall Moment thou haſt hid. thy. Face 
from me; how, with everlaſting Kindneſ- 
ſes, thou haſt vifited me again: Oh, how 
often haſt thou delivered me from the ne- 
thermoſt Hell! when J have been ready to 
ſink in the Mire, thou haſt pulled me out of 
the horrible Pit, out of the mity Clay, 
and ſet my Feet upon a Rock 5 and eſta” 
bliſhed my Goings. 
When the Snares of Death have incom- 
paſſed me, and the Pains of Hell laid bold 
on me, thou haſt delivered my Soul from 
Death, mine Eyes from Tears, and BY. 
Feet from falling. 7 


[ will walk before the Lord in the 8 SO 


of the Living : What Reward ſhall I re- 
der unto thee for all thy Benefits! Hoe 
loath haſt thou been to behold my Ruin ! 
How haſt thou called after me, Have Mer- 
cy on thy ſelf | With what Convictions haſt 
thou 2 me! What Checks of Con- 
{cience haſt thou given me 
Oh, my Lord! Thou ſhalt have all the | 
| Glory, thou art worthy [0-TECeLVE W 
an 
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and Honour, and Majeſty, and Domini- 


on. How precious are thy Mercies! How 


rich thy Loving -kindneſſes! To do ſo much 
* for Duſt and Aſhes, for a Worm, for a 
| Graſhopper, for a Creature that hath a- 
buſed thee, and rebelled againſt thee; Oh 

what Goodneſs is this! My Underſtanding Þ] 


is not big enough to comprehend it. 


ll acknowledge thee for my God, I'll | 


own thee for my Redeemer ; thou ſhalt be 
my King, my Maſter, my Sovereign Lord! 
I will conſecrate all my Labours, all my 
Services, all I have, and all Jam, to thy 


Glory ! O what a Fayour is Forgiveneſs of | 


Sia, which I truſt l have received this day! 


: 
N . 
* 


2 


Think, O my Soul, what a bondage 
thou art delivered from! think, what a 


On order my ſteps according to thy 
Word {or th ture! Let me ſee thee in 
every Mercy! Teach me to admire thee | 

| f in 


ea. nen 
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— n 


Thanks and Submiſſion! When I ſtumble, 


thy Hand and feed my Soul! When! a 
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in every Bleſſing ! Let nothing ſeduce my 


Heart from thee; When any Afflictions 
come upon me, Jer me receive them with 


do thou ſupport mez when I fall, do thou 
raiſe me; when I go aſtray, do thou ſeek 


me; when! err, do thou direct me; when I 


ſtackeni in thy ſervsce,do thou ſtrengthen me. 

Keep the Door of my Senſes , that no 
impure thing may enter there. Let my 
Heart be thy Temple. Teach me to — 
quire daily, what progreſs I make in thy 
way. Let thy Word be a Lanthorn to my 
Feet, and a Light unto my Paths. Let no 
evil Company diſcourage me; Let thy 
Providence direct me to Perſons that love 
thy Law, and in theſe excellent ones let 
all my Delight and Comfort be. : 
O my Lord, my Life is hid in thee ! But 
when hy Glory ſhall appear, I ſhall be 
like thee! Speak Lord, for thy Servant 
hears ! Let none of thy Commandments *. 
be henceforward grievous to me! 


tempted, lay no more upon me, than lam. 
able to bear. _j 

Give me courage to ſtrive to enter in © ; 
at. the trait Gate. Lei me ever Look at the q 1 
things which are not ſeen; for the things, . 
which are ſeen are Temporal ; but the 
things whichare not ſeen are Eternal. 8 

Thy Kingdom „Lord, is not in Meat 


ang. 
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and drink, but in Peace, and Joy in the 


Holy Ghoſt: Give me a taſte of it! Let 
Eternity be always in my Mind! Into thy 
Hands I do commend my Spirit, my Body 
and all the Concerns of my Life. ER 
Let thy Grace come down upon me 
plentifully ! Let me not do thy Will negli- 
gently! Let me live in the Thoughts of 
another Life, and let thoſe thoughts en- 
courage me to follow after, that l may ap- 
prehend that, for which I am alſo appre- 
hended of Chriſt Jeſus 
Oh hear me! Oh anſwer me! Oh pity | 
me! Oh relieve me! Oh come in! Oh ſuc- | 
cour me, thou that art the God of my Sal- 
vation, and my Tongue ſhall talk of thy 
Righteouſneſs all the day long | 
Let all thoſe that ſeek thee, rejoice and 
be glad in thee; and let ſuch as love thy 
Salvation, ſay continually, Let God be 
magnified ! I am poor and needy , make 
haſte unto me, O God! Thou art my Help, 
and my Deliverer : O Lord, make no tar- 


 rying. Amen. Amen. 
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H E True Nitnte of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ; in a Dialogue between a Chri- 


ſtian and his own Conſcience. : Page 1. 


The Fire of the Altar; Or, Directions con- N 


cerning the worthy Receiving of the 
Lord's Supper; wherein is contained. 


CHAP. I. 
A Preparatory Meditation to bring the Mind 


into 4 ſerious Frame. F 
CHAP. IL 5 
Of the Particulars to be obſerved before we 
come to the Lord's Table. p- 53. 
- -CRAP.--BL 2 
Of the Particulars to be obſerved when we 
are at the Lord's Table. P. 67. 
CHAP. w. 
Of the Particulars to be obſerved after we have 
been at the Lord's Table. i 
CHAP. V. | 


Of the abſolute oY ty * living 2 the 


Kules aforeſaid, p. 92. 
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